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CUNY kept files on students 
charged in budget protests 
By Graham Rayman 

TAFFWRJTER 

During the highly charged budget 
protest of1995, City University of ew 
York officials compiled detailed lists of 
tudent protesters who had be n arre t­

ed, internal document how. 
Copie of the lists obtained by News­

day contain racial and ethnic informa­
tion birth date , home addre e , cial 

ecurity number and enrollment ta­
tu e of dozen of men and worn n 
charged during the often contentiou 
prote ts in March, April and May, 1995. 
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CUNY students launch hunger strike In April, 1995, to protest budget cuts. 

Memo show that CUNY official al o 
made efforts to determine the academic 
tatu e of tudents on the lists, which 

Student on List 
Later Sus ended~~~ 
By Graham Rayman 
STAFF\ RITER 

An elected graduate tudent leader at City College, David 
uker appeared in the CUNY arr t li ts everal time , and 

w later u p nded from the college for one year. 
Though a CUNY poke woman denie it, uker be­

lieve that there' a connection .. 
uker, who was born in Jamaica, Queen , and grew up 

in niondale, was arre ted on mi demeanor charge four 
tim in 1995 during prote t . None of the charge result-
ed in a conviction. · 

But he had no clue about the li t until April 25, 1995, 
when a ecurity guard u ed a li t to try to bar him from an 
all-night vigil at Hunter College. 

" I was ju t like, thi i ridiculou that the are collect­
ing nam from the police and circulating thi li t, ' aid­

uker 2 who want to be a high chool teacher. 
No hrinking violet - hi own lawyer has de. cribed 

him as a pain in the--, ' uker pr te ted the ban on 
th pot., and ventually was allowed to go in ide. 

"It just goe to how that the admini tration i afraid of 
the political climate that i on campu es right now," 

uker said. 
But Rita Rodin, a NY poke woman, aid that on 

that day, the Hunt r campu was clo d to tuden with­
out Hunter ID cards. uker was barred b cau e he was 
not a Hunter oll g tudent, he aid. 

Suker continued to peak out again t th budget cut , 
and clash with the administration. 

On June 27, in a letter to uker, Frederick Kogut, a 
City College official, charged that he defaced a banner on 
May 30, and that he di rupted the City Coll g pr ident' 
office on Aprill4. _ 

The 1 tter also referred to a May 23 incident in which 
uker was arre ted for blocking a bu on its way to Alba­

ny to protest CUNY cuts. 
Kogut clo ed by asking Suker to meet with him and 

'explain why disciplinary charges should not be brought 
again t you. ' 

In January, ju t after he was elected president of the 
City olleg Graduate tudents Council, Suker was 
charged with violations of chooJ regulations. A fourth 
charge- that uker di rupted a budget presentation by 
tate omptroller H. Carl McCall on Dec. 14- was added 

to th complaint. 
uker said that accounts of hi behavior wer exagger­

ated and that nothing he did hould have re ulted in di ci-
plinary charge . . 

After a di ciplinary hearing was held, on March 22, 
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David Suker, in front of the West 138th Street gate at City College. 

NY suspended uker for one year. He is not allowed to 
et fo t on campu unle s he fir t make a written re­

que t. 
"In five year , I've repre ented about 200 UNY tu­

den in di ciplinary proceedings, many involved in activi­
ti that shut down cl for up to three weeks, and uker 
has not di rupted a ingle clas " said Ron Me uire, 

uker s attorney. 'The puni hment i totally di propor­
tionate." 

CUNY pokeswoman Rodin said, 'There was a commit­
tee made up of students, faculty and admini trators, and 
that was the decision that they came to. 

Charles DeCicco, a City College spoke man, aid he 
could not comment because of privacy requirements. 

" He a real fighter for CUNY and again t the budget 
cu , " said psychology Profe sor Bill Crain, a member of 
the CUNY Coalition of Concerned Faculty and taff who 
has prote ted the budget cuts. " He hould be an in pira­
tion. They really hould give him an award." 

CUNY critic called "enemie li t ." 
Last pring, UNY campu e were 

roiling with concern over propo ed cut­
backs in teacher , clas e and education­
al program . More than 150 arre t w re 
made in connection with the protest , 
mo tly for acts of civil di ob dience. 
Mo t were mi demeanor charge uch 
as di orderly conduct, and mo t did not 
r ult in conviction. · 

This year, another round ofprote t i 
expected in r action to propo ed r dpc­
tion in state financial aid and ethnic 
studie departments. 

In at least on in tanc 1 t year 
CUNY security officers tried to u e the 
list to ban a tudent leader from a cam­
pu function. That tudent, David uker 
of Long I land, is now appealing a on -
year u pension from CUNY campu 

"Under the First Amendment tu­
dents have the right to organiz and the 
right to free peech, and for a univer ity 
to come back with a tactic like thi i 
questionable," aid J eannette Jalani 
pre ident of the United tate tudent 
As ociation, a 5 -year-old ashington 
D.C.-based organization that focu n 
acce to education and financial-aid i -
sues. 

CUNY poke woman Rita Rodin d -
nies there i a ini ter motive to the li-t . 
"It was an inft rmational list" to tell 
concerned par nts in case their childr n 
were arre ted. 

"We were g tting call from par nt 
and pou e and other family m mber 
over whether their family memb r w 
arre ted," he said. 

ButJalani aid, "Theadmini tr tion 
had no right to have the e li t . A uni­
ver ity i ther as an educational ntity, 
not as a parent." 

CUNY official tracked tudent ar­
rests for on-campus and off-campus pro­
te ts on March 15, March 23, April 11 
and 12, and April 25. The lists al o con­
tained information on students enrolled 
at Columbia and Barnard. At least one 
youth was still in high school. 

CUNY memos show that official 
learned the names of the arr ted tu­
dents through the Police D partm nt 
and the Manhattan district attorn y 
office. 

File how that other name w re 
found by reading newspaper article 
and identifying tudent who appeared 
in publi hed photo , even if they were 
not named in th caption . The official 
examined students' p r nal file for 
other information. 

A list dated April 13 has 44 name , 
and hows wh ther a student i black 
Asian, white, Hi panic or American In­
dian. Another 13-pag list parate th ~ 
names of91 arr ted tuden by ach of en 
13 CUNY college , and indicate the -~ 
date a tudent was arre ted, and wh th­
er that tudent was arr ted at mor 
than one prote t. 

"You're not uppo ed to di criminat 
based on race, and here they're li ting 
each tudent's thnic and racial back­
ground. For what purpo e?" said Mit­
chel Grotch, an attorney who has r pre-
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Kennedy Airport Project OKd 
By Otto Strong 

TAFFWRITER 

The Port Authority ye terday approv d an agre -
ment with a privat - ctor con ortium to d velop and 
manag a new 1.1 billion International Arrival 
Building at Kenn dy Airport. 

' It was gen rally view d not being u r-friend-
ly," aid Dan Andr w , a poke man for Queens Bor­
ough Pre ident laire hulman, of the current build­
ing. The arrival building, which has t d inc 
195 , h received low ratings from air traveler in 
pas ng r urvey . Last year, Kennedy Airport han­
dled 17 million international pas nger , more than 
any other airp rt in th U. . 

Con truction on the 1.4 million- quare-foot termi­
nal i expected to b gin early next year and go beyond 
2000, aid Port Authority Aviation Director J rry 

Fitzgerald. Thi de ign call for the total demolition 
of the [current] tructure," he aid. 

The new facility will have enhanced curity ar as, 
more gate , horter walks to cu tom and immigra­
tion areas and a new baggage y tern. 

'T)li project will b the corner tone of a 3.4 bil­
lion program that will rebuild much of Kennedy Air­
port over the n xt fiv y ar ," aid Gov. org Pa­
taki. It' time to re tor this gateway to America to 
its past glory." 

The terminal will hav a paciou d ign that can 
accommodate a propo ed light-rail link that would 
run through th facility, Fitzgerald aid. And, like 
other newer international airport in th .. , the 
facility will offer exten ive retail opp rtuniti , in­
cluding top-name clothing tor , fo d court and 
duty-free hop . 

CUNY Kept Lists of '95 Protesters 
Y from Page A3 

nted prote ter . The li ts were compiled by 
ecurity fore head of ecurity Jo Elique, and top 

admini trator El a unez-Wormack, vice chancellor 
for tudent affair , and heila Thomas, an as i tant 
dean of tudent affair , th memo how. 

In veral case , memo h w, Wormack forward d 
the information to NY hancellor Ann ynold , 
and a ked CUNY pr ident to check the tuden ' 
grade . 

In a memo dated April 27, Wormack asked Kings­
borough ommunity College Pre ident Leon Gold-
tein to 'determin if th tudent are in good aca-

demic tanding and ad vi e me of your findings. ' 
An th r m mo on th arne day to Reynold read , 

"W xp ct to compl te th univer ity-wide match f 

names with campu e thi morning and will notify 
the other pre id nt forthwith." 

"We needed to get the li t fr m p lie to if 
they wer arre ted,' Rodin aid. 'W ne d d to e 
check th colleg to wheth r they wer tu­
d n in g d acad mic tanding, to e if th y were 
till enroll d. " . 

rotch and oth r criti ay the m mo prov that 
C NY was maintaining an "enemie li t" of tudent 
troublemaker . 

But Rodin ay that no action was taken again t 
tudents on the li t. ' If that wer the case then orne­

thing would've happ ned in th last y ar again t 
the tuden , and nothing did." 

It' unclear whether NY will continue t k p 
the li t for prote t that ccur thi year, Rodin aid. 
"There h n t b n any dir ctive one way or the 
oth r," he aid. 

QUEENS MOM CHARGED WITH BASHING BABY GIRL 

murder, 
in- child. 
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