
In our biggest issue ever w~. present the story of _open admissions, 
, how it is helping· us form an ·educated society, an-d the awful truth of 

how a gro~p of peop'e would like to see open admissions closed. 

117.:;:> k 
t~tzea .l the chains ·o silence~~ 

Mayor Giuliani and Herman Badillo are waging a war against open. admissions. 
· Before the fight ends we offer our -~two cents'- 32 p~ges explaining everything. 
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~CUNY's go1ng 
wlvy League 

SINCE Mayor Giuliani's 
election to public office and 
since Herman Badillo's nomina­
tion as vice-chairman of the 
Board of Trustees, open admis­
sions has come under scrutiny. 
It appears that after 29 years, 
we don' t want an educated soci­
ety. 

I am unaware of Mayor 
Giuliani's history before his re­
election last year, but I do know 
that he is not about to win any 
congeniality contests. As for 
Badillo aka 'The Butcher of 
CUNY' he has stirred anger and 
disgust in students, causing 
them to march at his office and 
distribute fliers about CUNY 
bearing his face and his alias 
(see page 17). 

We too have decided to leash 
a personal attack on Giuliani 
and Badillo - dedicating this 
entire issue in their favor. It's 
not because we like them, but 
because we think they are 
attacking our future, our chil­
dren's future, by leading the 
pack of 'let's-do-away-with­
open-admissions-supporters.' 
And that's personal! 

I am not concerned with . 
political rhetoric, in fact I find 
it quite boring, but I do fmd 
Giuliani's mum state on the 
matter surprising after his 
January 14 addres surprisings. 
The Mayor has not said any­
thing on the matter after that 
infmaous day, but his personnel 
are busy trying to find ways of 
justifying their boss' decision of 
wishing to change the 
University. There is no justifi­
cation - forget it. 

I don't think anyone knows. 
However, in trying to see what 
they see, I was sidebarred by 
one question: why? Why does 
CUNY want to place itself on a 
plateau, above other education 
systems in the country? Are we 
better? 

If this Comprehensive 
Action Plan (CAP) should be 
voted in on April 27, CUNY 
will be the only - single, one, 
uno - university system in the 
United States that does not 
guarantee a person bearing a 

See, IVY LEAGUE, page 18 
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What's SGA doing? 
ONE would think, and 

expect, Student Government, 
our student-elected officials, to 
be playing an active, assertive 
role in challenging the Mayor, 
Badillo, and everyone else who 
wants to put an end to open 
admissions. But no. Not at this 
school. Until now, that dream is 
well, just a dream . . 

Several weeks ago, upon 
realizing this fact and students 
coming to or calling our office, 
or visiting the SGA complex, 
inquiring about their position or 
what they are doing about sav­
ing open admissions. I decided 
to write them a little memo. 

Later that evening the president 
of the organization burst into 
our office, asking why I wrote 
the memo asking them to get 
off their lofty towers and do 
something, before it's too late. I 
asked him why is that no one 
from BMCC's Student 
Government attend the student 
organizing meetings or rallies. 
He said something to the effect 
of: 'we don't have time to be 
marching up and down, like 
those other students and being 
arrested for foolishness.' He 
said that they are working with 
the students here. Here. Where 
exactly? I must admit Alex 

. Maldonado, a senator, attended 
a meeting and they were col­
lecting students' names and 
addresses in a petition to be 
sent somewhere. Where. I don't 
know. _ 

We say instead of having 
parties/dances/concerts and 
catered events, sometimes sev­
eral times a week, and attending 
workshops/conferences all over 
the country, do something that 
will benefit us with with our 
money. 

Since the group's appoint­
ment last July, they have under-

See, SGA, page 12 
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Open admission~ gives· ill-
. prepared students a chance 
ByMEL~SABALTAZAR 

THE CITY University of New York is one of 
_the largest Universities in the nation. Enrolling 
over several hundred thousands of students, the 
University would not be as successful without 
the utilization of the open admissions policy. 

The open admissions policy, guarantee 
admission to one ofCUNY's community or 
senior colleges to any student who demonstrate 
financial hardship arid/or for students who 
would otherwise be unable to get accepted into 
another ~ollege or university with just a high 
·school diploma or its equivalent. 

The term disadvantaged students can range 
anywhere from students who .are non-native 
English speakers like those in the ESL pro­
grams, adult students who may have taken time 
off_ of their educational pursuits to create or take 
care of family or career matters, students who 
graduated. high school without adequate prepa­
ration to pass a college entrance examination, 
and most importantly students who are unable 

· to finance the high costs of college education. 
The list can go on and on. 

CUNY has recognized the ills of society to 
be a hindrance to ones academic and business 
career, and having a .major impact on ones edu­
cational performance. In attempting to close the 
gap between the poOr reinaining uneducated, 
with a limited opportunity for success, and _the 
rich with the advantage for obtaining private 
educati~n and ~erefore obtaining a higher eco­
nomic status in the workplace, the solution was 
open admissions. _ 

CUNY have graduated students who have 
gone on to create success stories in professions 
that would normally underrepresent people of 
color. 

However, in order for the open admissions 
policy to ~ork, other support programs. needed 
to be implemented like: counseling s~rvices, 
remedi-ation, and international student services. · 
These support mechanisms are the life lines of 
this policy, and without these important net­
works CUNY would not be following the pre­
tense under which the University was built. 

These ;ery programs are-under attack by the 
Board of Trustees, and are being threatened 
with abolishment. These progi-ams need desper- , 
ate reconstruction, but the permanence of a dis­
continuation of one program cannot take place 
without drastically affecting other areas of the 

college. 
For example, if remediation was era~cated, 

stUdents who are unable to pass CUNY's 
entrance exam would automatically be denied 
admission to the college, and the enrollment 
rates would drastically decline: This would pre­
dominately affect students who were ill pre­
pared in hlgh school, older students who are 
attempting to return to school and w~o may 
need a refresher course in basic skills, and stu­
dents from other countries who are not familiar 
·with the education81 practices in the United 
States. 

Sometimes one can't he'p but suggest a hint 
of discrimination in even the thought of 

· attempting to remove the very thre$ that 
weave the web of the City University of New 
York as we know it today. . 

Jbere is no doubt that some of these support 
mechanisms at the Borough of Manhattan 
Community College have grown to become a 
stagnant structure in the college that produce 
mountainous amounts of paperWork, yet have 
lost its relevance in the production of a success­
ful college student (ie counseling ·dep~ent.), . -
however major reconstruction eff~rts are des­
perately needed, for the benefits that may reap 
from a college with functioning serv~ces is 
guaranteed to improve the standards of students 
and the reputation of the entife institution. 

One last suggestion for the department deal­
ing with basic skills and remediation. Students 
who fail the CUNY entrance· exam often do so 
not because of their inability to understand the 
work given, but because by the time the test is 
administered, some students may have forgotten 
the steps to solve basic math problems or the 
rules of the English language, some haven't 
been in school in 15 to 20 years prior to their 
return. 

IIistead of placing a student who fails the 
entrance exam into a full semester of remedia­
tion, a special orientation program needs to be 
developed where ALL incoming freshman and 
transfer students (and anyone who is required to 
take the exam) are_ given a mandatory six week 
brush up course on basic skills before taking an 
entrance exarp, and this will dramatically drop 
the numbers of students requiring remediation 
and it will give capable students an early start 

· on their college careers. 

J 

E-mail us you questions, comments, suggestions, story; letter'S to the editor, quotes, thoughts, dreams, 
born!> Qlrea~s. rec!pies, ~tory ideas, what you would like to see in your paper, what you wish we· got. rid 
of, your addr-ess ar)~ telephone number, party_ invitation, what you did over the Spring Break, what you 
thought of Jerry Springer this. morning, your favorite thing to do when you are alone, what was George 
.Michael's "lewd act," your E-mail address, l!lve letters, love stories, what are your opinion~ of Mayor 
Giuliani, who is your favorite professor, your-least favorite professor, ... (we would go on, but there 
would~'t be any space to put pur t:-mail addr~s~). ~ 

·1n light of 
.Gui.liani's attac~ 
BMCCshows 

By EWART HUGHES 

THE RECENT assault on CUNY's open admission policy and 
the cit)''s community colleges should serve as a wake up call. While 
many amongst us in CUNY have responded with shock and outrage, 
and maybe justifiably so, for us here at BMCC, this might be a time 
for critical self e~aluation, a time when we face ourselves and think. 
Negative circumstances an~ failure in life, at times tend to impact us: 
more strongly and rather than being defensive the question should · 
be, how can we make BMCC a better learning institution? This · _ 
questions calls to attention all and sundry, adminstration, faculty, and 
students. 

PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENTS-

The ·administration and the syst~m of operation have both -~c­
tiQned· considerably w~ll. BMCC is on the cutting edge of technolo­
gy ~d this is relfected by the increasing smoothness of registration 
afforded by Ute use of computers. There is access to the Internet, 
interactive software teaching mathematics in the Math Lab, and an 
electronic message board. _These cannot be taken for granted but I 
have ought with administration. Their purpose is. not only to set and 
articulate policies, but also to-mpbolize and stimulate ~e stu~ents 
for their greatest good. 

Like a CEO of a company who from time to time would interact 
with the rank and file of the company, the president and vice-presi­
dents of the college should be more involved in: the motivation of 
the students. Many of our students are single parents or, for the mo~t 
part. are juggling pare_nting, school, and work all at the same time. 
Undoubtedly, many ~e under ·stress and need that encouraging shot 
in the arm but may not see 'the need to talk to a counselor . 

The president and vice-presidents should make occasional 
appearances over the television monitors, appealing to the students' 
sense,of direction and resolve. Resolve to overcome the hurdles and 
disappointnients that are inherent in college life. By the way who are 

, the president and vice presidents of BMCC? I am sure that they are 
well intentioned people. · 

But why should they appear insular and far removed fro the 
hearts of the people the administer? There are .monitors on the over­
pass connecting the south building to the north building, upstairs in 
the library, in the LRC, and in the lobby. Why should one be hearing 
hip-hop or 'reggae music as one walks by rather than the assuring 
voices of the commanders in chief. 

Just to see their faces and hear their voiCes would bOost the moral 
of the students. It is not enough to have announcements across the 
bulletin board, the students need to be told· time and again that they 
can make it and that though a small beginning, they can make up to 
Harvard, Columbia, Whaton, Congress, or the White House. Former -6 
Presidential candidate, Rqss Perot attended a two-year college. 2 

1\.~ 
Positive reinforcement makes tJle seemingly impossible, possible. s:. 

FACULTY . 

Faculty has certain responsibilities to lift standards. While many 
instructors and professors are adept at their jobs, some just seem to 
go through the motion of passing out lots of As ~t the end of the 
semester to keep their jobs and maintain status quo. Some of the 
courses are not as practical as they should: · , 

·After leaving BMCC some students eilter the ~orld but grades 
apart, are they . equipped and ready? Some ~f these _courses have 

See, HUGHES, page 19 
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Photos of past student protests. 
(Courtesy of Hunter's The Envoy) 
At right: a student activist speaks 
with news media. 
(Photo: Jacqueline Forde-Stewart) 

[An] open-enrollment 
community college 
offered me a fresh , 

affordable opportunity to 
learn how to learn , to 

earn higher degrees, and 
to defy the expectations 
that I would be limited to 

blue-collar careers. 

-Neal M Rosendorf 
(NY Times, 2128/98) 

Giuliani sez 
end-open 
admissions 

On I'!:fmary 14, during his 
State of the City speech, Mayor 
Rudolph Giuliani unleashed a 
vicious attack on the City _ 
University of New York calling 
the 21-school system a "disas­
te(' 

Giuliani declared that CUNY 
should end its 28 year policy of 
having open admissions, that is, 
any person with a high school 
diploma or its equivalent may 
pursue higher education at a 
community college. 

The Mayor also out~ed a 
plan that would introduce 
entrance exams and tougher 
graduation requirements. He 
also threatened to take away the 
CUNY's $110 million annual 
budget if his needs are not met. 

"A college can only function 
if it has an entrance exam," he 
said. "You can't have standard 
of performance if there are no 
standards of entry." 

From that day, students, fac­
ulty, comtnunity activists, and 
supporters of the University had 
had a chance to refute the 
Mayor's claims and present the 
University as an integral part of 
New York City. City Council 
members say Giuliani's attack 
on CUNY is a diversion from 
his failure to meet his own 
promises to improve the public 
schools. 

"What is the reason for say­
ing the answer is taking money 
and programs away from the 

. community colleges?"Stephen 
DiBrienza, a Brooklyn 
Cpuncilman said at a Committee 
on Higher Education meeting, 
February 9. · 

"You want to privatize away 
your own failure to improve 
schools," he said, addressing the 
Mayor, who was not present. 

Giuliani has remained quiet 
on the matter. . / 
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CUNY's 29-year-old open 
admissions history in brief 

BySHAMEKATHOMWSON 
Voice Staff Writer 

IN 1969, The Board of 
Higher Education (BHE) decid­
ed that it would devise a pro­
gram of "Open Admissions," a 
program that would permit all 
New York City high school 
graduates a seat in CuNY. 

As a result, in July, the BHE 
put their "Master Plan" int~ 
action. This plan would begin 
with all graduates in June of 
1970 and thereafter. They 
believed that the expansion of 
educational opportunity through 
increased enrollment, was essen­
tial to educational desirability, 
social equity, and and in itself, a 
need of the economy. Open 
enrollment was expected to 
make six specific provisions: (i) 
to offer admission, in university 
programs, to all high school 
graduates; (ii) provide remedial 
and other supportive services for 
all students that needed it; (iii) 
maintain and enhance the stan-

CUNY student protest in 1989 against Democrat Mario Cuomo's proposed tuition hikes. 

This plan was slated to be 
implemented in 1975, however, 
on April 22,1969 a group a stu­
dents demonstrated on the 
grounds of City College. They 
felt that CUNY's traditional 
method of admissions discrimi­
nated against non-white minori­
ties. 

· (Photo: Courtesy of CCNY Student Liberation Movement) 

dards of excellence of the col­
leges of CUNY; (iv) encourage 
ethnic integration in the col­
leges; (v) provide mobility for 
students between many pro­
grams and units of the universi­
ty, and (vi) to assure that all stu-

dents who entered community 
and senior colleges under the 
former admissions criteria could 
still be admitted. This would 
retain the opportunities for stu­
dents eligible under the Board's 
new policies and practices. 

In September 1970, CUNY 
became the first municipal insti­
tute to open its doors to all high 
school graduates. TJ:le freshman 
class totaled 35,035. This was a 

See, HISTORY, page 7 

Faculty, students discuss open admissions 
By SHAMEKA THOMPSON 

Voice Staff Writer 

FACULTY, STUDENTS, and activists 
engaged in a discussion of CUNY's open 
admission policies at the Graduate Center, 
March 3. 

The colloquium featured speakers and 
the following is a synopsis of what they 
said. 

enrollment. 
McCall introduced the three new 

forms of admission under consideration 
by the Board of Trustees to replace open 
enrollment~: (i) you must have a college . 
level education; (ii) if you do not have a 
college level education, you will have to 
take remedial courses outside, which may 
be expensive; and (iii) you will have to 
complete one year of remedial construc­
tion. 

Student will only be accepted if they 
complete the full year of remediation. She 
said that the termination of open admis­
sions is a Civil Rights issue. 

If open admissions is terminated, it 
will mean the loss of the "Welfare Rights 
Initiative," she said. This program 
encourages about 400 public assistance. 
recipients to, for those that don't have 
one, receive a GED or High School diplo­
ma, develop skills, that will permanently 
remove themselves from the system and 
exit poverty. She said that welfare recipi­
ents can permanently get off of public 
assistance when allowed to obtain higher 
education. "Countless others have used 
CUNY to change their lives and thou­
sands can do as I did if given the opportu­
nity," she said. 

community as well as CUNY students 
and staff must get involved in the fight 
now to keep open admissions. 

Dr Martha Bell, who has been a 
teacher for 20 years, now teaching reme­
dial courses at Brooklyn College, spoke 
on how remediation will be affected if 
open admissions is removed. 

She said when she first began teaching 
remedial courses, she was sarcastically 
asked if she really owned a PhD. She 
recalled the frrst time she taught a reme­
dial course. It was at a high school where 
the students didn't even have textbooks. 
Since then she has dedicated her life to 
remediation. 

Dr Bell dispelled misconceptions that 
CUNY 'invented' remediation. In 1849 
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Cecilia McCall, an English professor 
at Baruch College said she wouldn't have 
had her job if it weren't for open admis­
sions and was hired to work with students 
who too, entered CUNY through it. 
McCall said a large number of students, 
as well as professors, of color have bene­
fitted from open admissions and black 
and Latino students are now a part of the 
growing middle class - . thanks to open 

Remediation does not preclude standards. 

Angela Bradford, a student and mem­
ber of the· "Welfare Rights Initiative" at 
Hunter College, said she is deeply affect­
ed by open admissions. Since she entered 
college, Bradford, a former welfare recip-
ient, is permanently off of public assis­
tance; she has moved into a new home, 
and is working on receivin_g her 
Bachelors. 

Ron Mcguire also known as "our 
lawyer," is in fact an attorney. According 
to Mcguire, black's and Latinoes receive 
more degrees from CUNY, than any other 
college in the country. 

Ope_n admissions has produced most 
lawyers, doctors, and nurses, he said. 
Mcquire said th~t removal of open admis­
sions is an "educational genocide." He 
said most elementary, junior high, and 

the University of Wisconsin offered its i 
frrst remedial course. In 1889, more than 
80% of the senior colleges offered spe­
cialized programs. In 1907, Harvard, 

Community college programs are academic 
programs paralleling senior college pro­
grams. Community colleges are neither 
remediation mills nor job training sites. 

Rather, there are legitimate comprehensive 
institutions of higher education. 

-Joanne Reitano, professor of history at 
LaGuardia Community College 

(NY Times, 2128198) 

Bradford pointed out that 90% of wel­
fare recipients are single women with 

. children. And as far as she knows, 13% 
have had to drop their classes to enter 
workfare, a program in which most don't 
stay for longer than three months. "It is 
devastating to be told that you cannot 
continue your education because of your 
financial status," she said. 

· high school students are not properly pre­
pared to enter college: "our children [are] 
not being under-educated, but under-ser­
viced." 

Mcguire noted that most CUNY 
schools, ( eg Hostos, Medgar Evers, and 
Lehman) were granted open admissions 
because they fought for it. He said the 

Yale, and Princeton began to offer 
preparatory courses. 

"When my students heard about the 
removal of remediation, they asked me, 
'They really don't want us in school do 
they?" I reluctantly replied 'that may be 
true,'" she said. 

• 
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Per~z: Mayor's plan to 
.~change' CUNY, contradicto~ 

By BOYD DELANCEY 
Editor 

AMIDST the controversy concerning open admis­
sions, our college president Dr Antonio Perez, strong­
ly opposes Mayor Rudolph Giuliani and his alli~s in 
their quest to revamp the City University of New 
York by implementing new standards of entry and 
exit thus ending the university's 28-year-old open 
admissions policy. 

From day one, the Mayor's intentions were to 
"change" the university from what it has become to 
what it was in the '60s, Perez said. 

He charged Giuliani with making and promoting 
"recommendations without knowing enough about 
community colleges." 

Remedial requirements of 
recent high school graduates 

• 59°/o (718) need remedial instruction 
in reading 
• 77°/o (944) need remedial instruction 
in math 
• 67°/o (815) need remedial instruction 
in writing 
• 90o/o (1, 103) need remedial instruc­
tion in at least one area 
• 21 °/o (251) need remedial instruction 
in one area only 
• 27°/o (334) need remedial instruction 
in two areas 
• 42o/o (518) need remedial instruction 
in three areas 

Based on the remedial placements of the 
1,220 freshman who enrolled at BMCC 

directly after graduating from high school in 
Fa/119961. 

Giuliani's plan to transform CUNY, pat1icularly 
two-year colleges, contradicts the mission of commu­
nity colleges, which is to serve as "open access" insti­
tutions of higher learning. This philosophy is consis­
tent with the aim of community colleges across the 
country which are open to all students who have 
acquired a high school diploma or a GED, Perez said. 

"In the '60s when the community colleges frrst _ 
began, their purposes were different from the four­
year colleges - which were the purposes of accessi­
bility," Perez said. However, Giuliani's attack, if 
proven successful, will not afford thousands of 
today's students the opportunity those in the '60s had. 

He said the Mayor's plan is bias and "predeter­
mines" who gets accepted and who is not accepted 
into college. 

According to Giuliani, CUNY's graduation rates 
have "declined precipitously" since 1980. He claims 
only one percent of community college students grad­
uate in two years and only nine percent of senior col­
lege students receive their diplomas in four years. 
Perez said, however, "ours [graduation rates] are simi­
lar to the national average. We're not any different 
than most colleges or community colleges in the 
country." 

From a profile which outl~es the remediation 
needs of the 1,220 new students enrolled at BMCC 
directly out of high school for Fa111996; 90% of them 
needed remediation in either mathematics, English, or 
writing.; 42%needed remediation in all areas. 

"They put the blame on us, but we can only work 
with the students and what their needs are," Perez 
said. 

As for remediation, the p~esident acknowledges 
that BMCC may undergo some changes, however, 
depend on CAPs reception. 

"In trying to accommodate everybody, we [college 
community] felt that students came in at the lowest 
levels and so we offered some levels of remediation 
that faculty and administration tell us that maybe we 
shouldn't have been offering," he said, citing arith­
metic and low level of reading as examples. 

President Perez assures that programs will not be 
cut, but become more "intensive." Courses will be 
revamped and the college will continue to accept all 
students. 

"Some of the students that come into the college 
have a need in the lowest levels of remediation ... 

JOIN THE FIGHT TO SAVE 
OPEN ADMISSIONS! 

[some of them] need so much help that our current 
model does not work for them. 

''The college will seek out other intensified and 
inexpensive avenues for students," Perez said. 

According to the Plan, he said, colleges will only 
allow students with little or no remediation to apply 
and be admitted through the "normal process." 
Students in need or remediation will have one year to 
complete such classes, and will be admitted either 
through intensive institutes or the summer program. 
According to Perez, as per the new plans, students 

ANTONIO PEREZ, BMCC PRESIDENT 

will be REQUIRED to attend summer sessions. 
After the summer, some students may enter regular 

classes, however, they will need to complete remedial 
courses during winter immersion. 

This proposal also has some loose ends that need 
tightening, Perez said. He worries what will happen to 
students who can only afford to attend school part­
time, and will not be able to complete remediation in 
the prescribed time. 

If students attending the community 
colleges are failing remedial tests. 

the problem lies in their primary educat1on­
most likely in the New York C1ty public 

schools. Trying to fix a problem at CUNY 
before repairing the primary problem is 

like putting a broken cart 
before an injured horse. 

-John Quinn (NY Times 213/98) 

~ L---------------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 
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Meet the two major players in the 
battle to end open admissions 
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RUDOLPH GIULIANI, 
New York City Mayor 

BHE, from page 5 

great increase compared to the 19,559 
of the previous year. It also topped 
26,000 who entered via the pre-open 
admissions. The number of Black and 
Puerto Rican students had increased 
by almost 20%. But this was only a 
test. Some predicted that open admis­
sions would become a revolving door 

with a very high drop-out rate. The 
new policy had to prove successful to 
know if higher education should be 
available to all who wanted it, regard­
less of their ability to pay or having to 
jump academic "hurdles." 

The progress of open admissions 
was important to the diffusion of 
racial tension in New York City as 
well as across the country. 

... Pnvate 1nst1tutions engaged in remediation 
will. l1ke health maintenance organizations. 
have mcent1ve to ra1se eff1c1ency at the 
expense of quality and commitment. 

-Rob Hollander. a PhD candtdate in lingws­
ttcs at CUNY Graduate Center and member 
of the CUNY Board of Trustees· Committee 

on Academtc Policy. Planmng. and 
Research (NY Times. 228198) 

Open Enrollment did 
prove to be a success. By 
March of 197 4, 70% of the 
students that entered 
through open admissions in 
1970, were still enrolled 
four semesters later. This 
showed that the speculated 
result of open admissions 
was indeed wrong. 

Despite the success of 
open admissions, there 
were certain issues of con­
cern. One major issue was 
overcrowding. 

HERMAN BADILLO, 
Vice-chair, Board of Trustees 

Unfortunately, when the board pre­
sented open admissions, they didn't 
make sure the CUNY ·colleges had the 
proper accommodations. 
Overcrowding had become routine. 
Brooklyn College's campus had to 
have new buildings built to house the 
overflow. Hunter College had to rent 
space around its Park Avenue building 
to accommodate a student body of 
10,758. Hunter College's campus was 
built only to house only 2,500. 

By 1975, CUNY was faced with yet 
another problem; budget cuts: It was 
believed that open admissions faced 
certain disasters because of the budget 
cutting into remedial programs. 

The BHE had to ask themselves if 
they could afford to "pull along" stu­
dents that were far below college level 
work. 

Regretfully, they couldn't. Shortly 
after this discovery, the Board of 
Higher Education 'illegally' gave 
chancellor Kibbee the power to 

"destroy" CUNY as well as its faculty 
and students. 

He proposed a $55 million cut that 
would initially eliminate open admis­
sions. Students and faculty members 
were not given the right to speak on 
"The Educational Mission of CUNY." 

So, the BHE put aside their plans so 
that they could follow through with > 
them while the students were on vaca- -o 

3: 
tion. By this time the chancellor had N 

~0 the full power to propose any cuts or 
create the programs he wanted. 

·Because of the BHE's haste, stu­
dents and faculty pulled together and 
demonstrated at The Board of Higher 
Education. They protested inside and 

..... 
co co 
(X) 

• 

out. Shouting "No cuts, No way, and 
eduction is our right." This made the :f 

CD 
BHE members tense. 

~ Today, students are fighting to keep 8 
what was fought for in the '60s alive. f 

• 
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Badillo aka ~Butcher of C~NY' tells 
why he is critical of the system 
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(The following article is reprinted with 
permission from Hunter College's The 
Envoy.) 

ENVOY: The CUNY Board this year 
passed the requirement that students 
pass an English language exam only a 
few days before the end of the semester. 
·Why wasn't this requirement passed ear­
lier, giving the students more notice? 

HERMAN BADILLO: No. This 
requirement, I think, goes back to 1979 
when the Board of Trustees passed a 
resolution requiring that students pass a 
written assessment test for English lan­
guage. The test was supposed to be an 
entrance test so that if the young people 
didn't speak English properly, they 
would [have to] take remedial courses. 
What happened at Hostos is, the 
entrance test was changed from a 
CUNY written assessment test to a 
Hostos written assestment test, then 
when the students failed it, the students 
demonstrated on the Grand Concourse. 
Then the administration of Hostos 
changed the requirements of the test 
altogether to say that you didn't have to 
pass the test ... [and] if you got a good 
mark in the class, you would be able to 
graduate. Now, we didn't know that the 
administration had done this. We had 
thought all along that the CUNY 
[requirement] was i~ effect. We didn't 
find out from the president or the 
administration at Hostos. When we 
found out, we said, 'Wait a minute. It's 
bad enough that you changed an 
entrance test to a graduation test, but at 
least you have to have a graduation test, 
because it would be a simple test.' So it 
wasn't anything that came up at the last 
minute, we found out that the require-

ments had been changed [at Hostos], but 
the requirements were always there [at 
CUNY]. 

ENVOY: Recently, you have made many 
criticisms of CUNY in newspapers. 

HB: Well, when Ann Reynolds resigned, 
we discovered information that, in my 
opinion, is appalling as far as CUNY is 
concerned. As I said, we found out 

pared for college work. 

ENVOY: You made a comment that stu­
dents at CUNY have been lowered 
because it's the politically correct thing 
to do because, of the many blacks and 
Latinos. 

HB: Actually, I said that about [the] ele­
mentary and secondary public school 
system because, we you know, I worked 

When the students in the public school system are 

white, they have standards; when the students 

became black and Hispanic, they abolish standards 

and they introduce social promotion. 

about Hostos from the fact that the stu­
dents demonstrated. We found out when 
Reynolds resigned that 50% of the stu­
dents were getting As and Bs. That's 
·strange, when you have students coming 
in from a school system that is inferior 
in quality, as the New York system is, 
that they were getting As and Bs. 
Because, let's face it, the kids who come 
into CUNY are not the one who get the 
Regents scholarships, [or] the ones who 
graduate from Bronx Science or 
Stuyvesant; they're the kids who gradu­
ate from schools like Taft, Roosevelt, 
and Kennedy High schools in the Bronx. 
They're the kids who require assistance. 
It's unlikely they would be getting As 
and Bs because they are not really pre-

with the Mayor as the special counsel 
on the field of education. I said, 'When 
the students in the public school system 
are white, they have standards; when the 
students became black and Hispanic, 
they abolish standards and they intro­
duce social promotion.' In other words, 
when it was a white system, if you do 
your work you pass, if you don't you 
fail, when it became a black and 
Hispanic system, if you don't do your 
work you pass, if you do your work you 
pass. That's called social promotion, but 
I think it is dooming blacks and 
Hispanics to a life of being unable to 
perform because it is guaranteeing that 
they will be unprepared for the work 
that exists. You have to ensure that those 

students who come to us at CUNY who 
are educationally unprepared are not 
passed along with the same social pro­
motion system - in the lower grades 
it's called social promotion, in CUNY 
it's called grade inflation, but it's the 
same thing. 

ENVOY: You have been critical of the 
open admissions policy. 

HB: No, actually, that's another thing 
that they accuse us of which I never. 
said. All I said was, 'I believe open 
admissions with standards, because to 
take_ young people under open admis­
sions and automatically pass them is not 
really doing them a service.' We will 
take them in, but we then have to give 
remediation tests to fmd out what help 
they they need, give them help they 
need, then move them on to college 
work, but not just pass them automati­
cally. 

ENVOY: You suggested creating remedi­
ation institutions. 

HB:· No, immersion. The immersion sys­
tem means that instead of taking reme­
diation and spreading them over four or 
six years, you concentrate the first year 
on remediation, the immersion system, 
so they get it out easy. I think it would 
be better for students. 

ENVOY: So what would be an extra 
year. They wouldn't get college credit 
for that year. 

HB: Well, they wouldn't get college 
credit, but the point is they need it. It 
would only be one year. 

Students may be CAP-ed, Monday 
Board of Trustees is expected to vote on the Plan to end open admissions 

By BOYD DELANCEY 
Editor 

0 ON MONDAY, April 27 the fate of 
(I) 
Q) open admissions will be decided upon as 
~ members of the Board of Trustees are 
~ expected to vote on the Comprehensive 
~ Action Plan (CAP). 
: The CAP, developed as a result of 
~ Mayor Giuliani's and his proponents 
·~ claim that CUNY is failing, "is an effort 
::> to develop an overreaching policy con­
• cerning the preparedness of students for 
m college-level work at CUNY," the draft 
~ read. 
0 C\1 The Plan hopes to "strengthen" stu-
~ dents' "preparedness" by targeting them 
< 

early. CUNY will send its admissions 
criteria, including testing information to 
high schools. English as a Second 
Language requirements and a listing of 
high school courses beneficial to 
prospective students will also be distrib­
uted. CUNY hopes to continue working 
with the New York City Board·of 
Education to coordinate its standards 
with the new Regents graduation require­
ments. The University will also familiar­
ize middle school students about its 
admissions requirements. 

As per the March 19 draft copy of the 
Plan which has been changed and modi­
fied several times since its introduction 
February 27 at the Trustees' monthly 

meeting, high school graduates will be 
asked to submit SAT scores. Non-English 
speakers will be required to submit 
TOEFL scores. 

Students at the community colleges 
will be given one academic year to com- -
plete remediation requirements. 

"Students who are unable to complete 
such a sequence in two of the three skills 
areas would be referred to an Intensive 
Skills Program for further remedial work 
and would be readmitted if successful in 
demonstrating readiness," the draft read. 

Associate Dean of Academic Support 

See, CAP, page 16 

CUNY's proper function is not to 
replicate the Ivy League. 

City University should continue the 
unique mission it adopted at its 
inception in 1847, to educate the 
"children of the whole people_·· 

-Lawrence Rushing. professor o 
psychology at LaGuardia Community 

College (NY Times. 2128198) 
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Did you hear this one?i 
THE NEWS print media has 

'trashed-talked' CUNY. In fact, every 
week you can look forward to an edi­
torial, opinion, or news piece on the 
City University falling from grace or 
how we are 'farming out de~ees.' 

Though, thought provoking, many 
were arrogant and written with angst. 

THIS IS OUR FAVORITE: 
It was written by Heather 
MacDonald, a New York Daily News 
opinion writer. 
She writes: 

class identities, and deconstructing 
the relation of power and gender­
anything but working single-mindedly 
on basic skills. But the far greater 
threat to a student's self-esteem will 
come not from a professor's red ink, 
but when our illiterate but self­
assured student can't get a job. " 

On that same page, David A Paterson, 
writes: 

l> c 
Mayor's Plan~ 
·on Admissio1 5 
To CUNY Stir~ 
Opposition 

By KAREN W. ARENSON 
If Mayor Rudolph W. GtuU111 

educattonat vtslon outURed hl I 
State of the City address Chis we 
were to materialize, tbe commun 
cotlepa or the city Unlvenlty 
New York would become virtu& 

"CUNY's remedial programs 
embrace a foolish ideology. The dom­
inant belief in almost all CUNY's 
remedial departments is that remedia­
tion is itself an oppressive construct 
of the elite, designed to further mar­
ginalize the poor. Correcting stu­
dents' grammar and spelling, this rea­
s01iing goes, risks destroying stu­
dents' creativity and self-esteem. 

Seven out of 10 attend CUNY schools 
part-time during their college 
careers. They are poor in income -
and rich in ambition. Fifty-five per­
cent of entering freshman aren't 
recent high school graduates, and 
more than 56% don't speak English 
as their first language. About a third 
are recent high school graduates of 
New York City's failing public high 
schools. 

More Roadblacks to CUIY Reform 

Instead of learning the rudiments 
of English, remedial students are 
exploring their racial, sexual and 

ly.LeonardGneoe 
rAW'WJUTER 

If Ma.Yor Rudolph GiuUani must point finpn ovw 
1e poor performance o!~.tudenta at the City 
niversity of New York, he ahoulcl au 111m at the 
.iblieiChoola, aupportanoltbe_.....ul,..urday . 
. ~!~,.~~.·.~i!»~~~~~. 

We guess Ms MacDonald or her 
researchers did not fmd these facts. 
We would hate to think they were 
overlooked. 

,. _'JT ....... ~,.., •• • .,. •• • ..... ·····- .•..• ,f .. · 

~~lis for En~ ~~,~~~n __ Enrollment_ln State of City Speech {~.A5 
. . . . .. ~ • . ·. . . '-. . . . . : . . . . .. . · .. • ~·- . · .:· t:/ ··. .. . 

Myth & Reality 

What Rudy don't know is a lot 

MYTH #1: GIULIANI SAYS CUNY 
HAS NO STANDARDS. 

The Reality: 
1. CUNY awards more master's degrees 
to Black and Latino candidates than any 
other institution in America. 
2. CUNY offers nearly all of its courses 
for three credits. Exactly comparable 
courses are offered at NYU for four 
credits. This puts an additional burden 
on the number of courses students at 
CUNY must complete to obtain their 
degrees, currently 40 for CUNY, only 30 
for NYU. 
3. City College is the third largest source 
of bachelor's degree recipients who have 
gone on to earn doctorates and Hunter 
College is the third largest source of 

women who earn doctorates 
4. City College alone has graduated 

eight .alumni who went on to win Nobel 
prizes - more than any other institution 
in America. 
5. Over the past 11 years, 178 CUNY 
faculty have been recipients .of National · 
Endowment of the Humanities 
Fellowships and 34 are Guggenheim 
Fellows. 
6. In 1991, CUNY conferred 1,011 mas­
ter's degrees to Black and Latino stu­
dents, while SUNY awarded only 238. 

MYTH #2: GIULIANI SAYS 
ENTRANCE EXAMS IMPROVE 
STANDARDS. 

The Reality: 
Tests do nothing to prepare students for 
college, they only exclude those most in 
need of an education. Real preparation at 

high school and primary school levels · 
raises quality. Most New Yorkers sup­
port quality public schools, so the Mayor 
is trying to justify his program cuts by 
blaming students for the failure of 
schools to teach them. Entrance exams 
exclude students. They are really an 
admission of failure, not a program for 
improvement. 

In fact, no other community college 
system in the country has an admissions 
exam. Most people are civilized enough 
to know that the job of schools is to 
teach. Throwing students out guarantees 
they won't learn. Strong remediation and 
enough financial aid to ease the work 
burden will encourage students to excel. 

MYTH# 3: GIULIANI SAYS END­
ING REMEDIATION AT THE 
SENIOR COLLEGES AND REDUC­
·ING IT AT THE COMMUNITY 

COLLEGES WILL IMPROVE THE 
SCHOOLS. 

The Reality: 
Hello? What world does this guy live in? 
Let's go over this one last time ... 
schools teach people things they don't 
know. The purpose of the community 
colleges is preparation for the four-year 
colleges. They can't make up for 12 
years of over-crowded, under-funded 
schools in six months. Many students 
come into the senior colleges prepared 
to do work in their major, but with 
weakness in a different area. Should 
young scholars who never got geometry 
be denied their chance to learn? 
Hundreds of Hunter College's students 
were expected to graduate in January, 
yet most had passing GPAs. This is what 
Giuliani's madness does to our lives. 
Only we can stop him. 
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!,0 Open admissions: 
z 
~ Program for a 
~ d_emocratic 
ffi university 
c. 
0 1. DEFEND AND EXTEND OPEN ADMISSIONS 

Open admissions has guaranteed every New Yorker with a high 
school diploma or GED the chance to attend a college within the 
City University. A victory of the Civil Rights Movement, open 
admissions means working people, the poor, people of color, and 
immigrants whose segregated, inferior public education may have 
failed to adequately prepare them for college-level work would not 
be denied the chance for a decent education .a second time by being 
denied access to college. 

Since open admissions was won in 1970, more than 450,000 stu­
dents earned their degrees from CUNY. Since 1970, more people of 
color have graduated from CUNY than any other institution in the 
history of this country. Open admissions · has been one .of the most 
signific~t democratic educational achievements in this country 
since Reconstruction. 

2. STOP PLANS TO STRATIFY CUNY BY RACE AND CLASS -

Because the city's public school system reflects and reinforces 
racial and class inequalities, any plan to establish a few elite colleges 
with descending tiers to a non-college immersion basement is inher­
ently ra<;ist. Community colleges should not be used as a remedial 
dumping ground; open the senior colleges to students who are pre­
pared for college work, but may need some remedial work. No non­
college "instances." CUNY must be a public university responsive to 
the communities it was created to serve. 

3. FULL ACADEMIC SUPPORT FOR INCOMING STU­
DENTS 

Integrated developmental ("remedial") programs into the regular 
CUNY instructional programs. No warehousing of ESL students and 
students of color in low-budget, non-college institutes. Students 
should earn college credit when they can do college-level work, 
including credit for language learning. 

No time limits. Graduation rates based on two years and four 
years are not meaningful for CUNY students. Students - not 
CUNY, the Trustees, or the Mayor- should decide how long one 
can attend college. No tests designed to enforce artificial time con­
straints. Reconstitute and enhance programs such as SEEK and 
College Freshman Imm~rsion. Open admissions requires a commit­
ment to retain CUNY students. 

No deferred "admissions." The Mayor; the Manhattan Institute, 
the Trustees, and the CUNY administration are arguing over whether 
developmental instruction should be turned over to private contrac­
tors or run by the CUNY administration as non-college language 
immersion institutes staffed by non-union, adult education instruc­
tors paid only half as much as adjuncts. In either case, removal of 
students from college instruction and college credit into such insti­
tutes eliminates the democratic content of open admissions and vio-

. lates the missio~ of CUNY to educate "the whole people." Unionize 
all instructional staff including the Research Foundation and contin­
uing education instructors with union wages and full union benefits. 

4. FULL FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR ALL STUDENTS 

CUNY should be tuition-free as it was for more than a century J when the student body was almost entirely white. A stipend should 
8 be available to students who continue their education in the universi- . 
;! ty. As a first step, use the current budget surplus to roll back tuition. 
! Make available full tuition assistance programs and more fmancial 
- support for part-time students. Use all tuition money paid by stu-
; dents in developmental classes to finance the development of such 
:0 programs. 
~ In recent years, the politicians and their hand-picked appointees 
• on the Board of Trustees have made it more difficult for all but the 
~ affluent to attend CUNY. A CUNY education is now one of the most 
~ expensive among public universities nationwide. As tuition has g ______________________________________________ ___ 
:c 
~ See, OPENAD, page 12 

FIGHT! FIGHT! FIGHT! 

Students 
arrested 
during 
protest 
ON MARCH 19, over 75 New 

York Police Department officers 
attacked demonstrators after a 
rally outside the offices of 
Herman Badillo. Five students 
were arrested, and one hundred 
cops surrounded Hunter 
College's main campus after 
demonstrators went inside. 

The attack occurred on 64th 
Street and Lexington Avenue as 
protesters were marching to 
Hunter after the rally. 

According to a prote~ter, the 
melee began when Inspector 
Fox of the NYPD went onto the 
crowd to retrieve a bullhorn. 
According to the NYPD, the 
marchers had a permit to use 
sound equipment at the rally, but 
not while marching. When Fox 
entered the crowd, the police 
officers charged and began to to 
take students out of the crowd. 
Students were hit by police offi­
cers, one was held in a head­
lock. 

''They [police officers] were 
confused," said another protest­
er. "It seemed [as if] they didn't 
know whether to arrest people, 
or why they were charging the 
crowd." 

The incident marked the sec­
ond time the students were 
harassed by the police. Earlier, 
while students were crossing an 
intersection, seven undercover 
police officers began to shove 
students unto the sidewalk. 

Four students were arrested, 
including Manuel Colon and 
Ana Deferrai from Hunter 
College, Brad Sigal and David 
Suker from City College. Adan 
Jesus Quarez, a project coordi­
nator for the Hunter 
Undergraduate Student 
Government; was also arrested. 

As students regrouped, they 
continued to march to Hunter, 
under heavy police presence. 
The students convened on 
Hunter's third floor. As they ral­
lied, officers from the 
Community Affairs d~partment 
asked Hunter's Vice-President 

A young protester rally at Badillo's office. 

for permission to enter the cam­
pus. 

Under pressure from the stu­
dents, Vice-President Gizis 
relented, and asked the police to 
leave. 

The NYPD proceeded to send 
seven undercover police to 
search for student activists. 
When confronted by students, 
the officers denied they were 
police officers. After 30 minutes 
of negotiation, the SAFE team 
finally escorted the police offi­
cers off campus. "I was totally 
freak-out," said a Hunter 
activist. "I mean, cops were run­
ning around to arrest students, in 
my school." · 

The Badillo protest marked a 
flurry of actions to reject the 
Comprehensive Action Plan 
(CAP). The Plan would limit 
remediation in the community 
colleges to one academic year, 
and eliminate it completely from 
the senior colleges. 

Students who fail their reme­
diation requirements will have to 
take their remedial courses over 
the summer or evenings in 

(Photo: Jacqueline Forde-Stewart) 

"immersion centers." Mayor 
Giuliani has proposed to have 
these centers run by private 
companies such as Kaplan and 
other educational corporations. 

Professor William Crain of 
City College said the new plan 
draws on no significant research 
or analysis of the University, but 
is an "ideological attack on open 
admissions." 
_ "CAP was hastily put togeth­
er and it would place arbitrary 
limits on remediation that would 
exclude thousands of students," 
he said. 

Professor Barbara Radin of 
Hostos Community College, 
said the Plan "will actually 
destroy programs and polices . 
that have enabled under-pre­
pared students to succeed since 
CUNY began its open admission 
policy way back. It will severely 
limit educational opportunity to 
New Yorkers wishing to strive 
for self-improvement." 

-ALm SHERIFF, 
HUNTER ENVOY 
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Students' pressure 
delays Board's vote 

ON MARCH 23, almost 300 
protesters converged at the head­
quarters of the Board of 
Trustees. 

The demonstration called by 
the CUNY Coalition for 
Admissions was aimed at stop­
ping the implementation of the 
Comprehensive Action Plan 
(CAP),a proposal which, if 
approved, would limit remedia­
tion at the community colleges 
to one academic year, and end 
remediation at the senior col­
leges all together. 

Students marched shouting, 
'No CUNY, No Peace,' and 
'Money for CUNY, Not for 
Jails, ' on their way to the Board 
meeting on 80th Street. 

Over seven CUNY campuses 
were represented at the event, 
alongside community activist, 
CUNY faculty, and high school 
students, demanding the contin­
uation of open admissions, the 
policy which guarantees a place 
in the CUNY system for all high 
school graduates. 

"In 1969, 247 students took 
over City College, allowing it to 
become a place that represents 
all New Yorkers," said Jed 
Brandt, a Hunter College stu­
dent. "Open admissions was 
born out of struggle." 

Keeanga Taylor, a student at 
City College, linked the battle 
over open admissions with the 
deterioration of New York City 
high schools." What about the 
standards at our high schools 
where children are being killed 
by falling bricks because there's 

no money for maintenance?" 
asked Taylor. 

As marchers encircled the 
headquarters, students attempted 
to enter the meeting where the 
fate of CUNY was in balance. 
Like past Board of Trustees 
meetings, a limited number of 
students were allowed in. When 
it was discovered that political 
honchos were began to chant: 
'Let us in, Let us in.' Eventually, 
a student representative gained 
access to the meeting. 

This was the third political 
action in two weeks. 

Unlike March 19, the March 
23 police presence was notice­
ably quiet. Two hundred cops 
were present, and some manned 
the roofs of high-rise apartment 
buildings. This prompted a few 
members of the crowd to chant, 
'Jump! Jump!.' 

The protesters ended the 
demonstration later that evening 
and marched back to Hunter 

. College. There they were 
informed that a resolution was 
defeated that would have given 
senior colleges the autonomy to 
decide their own remediation 
schedule. ''This is a small victo­
ry, but a victory nonetheless," 
Suzy, a Brooklyn College 
activist. 

The next political action will 
take place on April 22, when 
students and faculty will cele­
brate the 29th anniversary of 
open admissions. 

-KEITH MITCHELL, 

HUNTER ENVOY 

_part of the BE! a 
next 

27 @ 
rally, April 

\,. 

The 
CUNY Central. 

battle starts 
3pm. at 
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Top;Professor of psychology at City College, William Crain, speaks with the news media; center, police I 
officers survey the crowd during the rally at Badillo's office; and above, student scales Board of Trustees' • 
table during a meeting . 
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IGNORING the sounds of 
hundreds of protesters echoing 
outside their East 80th Street 
headquarters, the CUNY Board 
of Trustees voted Monday, 
March 23 on a resolution to 
allow individual CUNY schools 
to determine their own entrance 
and remediation requirements. 

The resolution, a smaller 
component of the controversial 
Comprehensive Action Plan 
(CAP), was an attempt to pro­
vide Baruch College with the 
ability to do away with remedia­
tion of any kind by next semes­
ter. Currently, individual cam­
puses are required to provide 
remediation for students who 
require it. 

The previous week, almost 50 
teachers and students filled the 
board room and angrily blasted 
the Board for trying to enact the 
plan. CAP is the form through 
which programs would be cut 
and masked as a way to improve 
the university. At a March 16 
public meeting, where only four 
acting trustees showed up to 
hear the speakers, not one per­
son supported the CAP proposal. 
Following this meeting, and 
media coverage of what faculty 
and students call a 'decidedly 
hostile sentiment' to the Plan in 
general, the Board made the 
decision to postpone the vote. 

The March 23 vote made 
clear where the individual 
trustees stand on the whole CAP 
issue many trustees voiced their 
opinions before the actual vote 
was called. James Murphy, one 
of the the 'few lame duck 
trustees' from previous city 
administrations, expressed shock 
and outrage that the resolution 
had appeared on the agenda. 

"This plan," he said 
"would only marginalize further 
those who really need CUNY to 
raise their place in life." He 

pointed out that even though 
CUNY will be receiving "the 
best budget from Albany in the 
last 5 or 6 years," attempts are 
not being made to pass these 
windfalls onto students. 

Mizanoor Biswas, the stu­
dent -elected member of the 
Board, expressed his strong 
opposition to the plan and noted 
·a popular sentiment among other 
dissenters. "If Baruch goes 
ahead with the plan," he said. 
"So will other campuses. There 
will be no way to stop it or con­
trol it, once this happens." 

Another concern raised by 
Murphy and others, was that the 
new proposal was an attempt by 
other Board members to circum­
vent present resolutions regard­
ing entrance requirements and 
remediation. 

Matt Goldstein, Baruch 
College's president, confirmed 

· that a study by the Board's legal 
department had found that in 
order for Baruch to end remedia­
tion, current regulations would 
have to be changed. 

Before the vote was taken, 
Goldstein, who at on time had 
been considered a front runner 
for the_ CUNY chancellor posi­
tion vacated by Ann Reynolds 
last year, presented his view of 
the successes for the current 
Baruch plan to remove remedia­
tion. In his view, students at 
Baruch require "appropriate 
treatment" regarding subjects 
that they are weak in on entrance 
to college. He described the 
treatments as a combined 
"scheme of tutoring and institu­
tional support." 

A Board member point­
ed out that it seemed like a 
catch-22 for some students. 
They would not be allowed into 
Baruch until they pass the 
entrance tests, yet some students 
need help, such as remedial 

offers, to do this. The trustee 
asked Goldstein how these types 
of students would be able to use 
the tutoring Baruch offers since 
tutoring in only available to stu­
dents currently enrolled at 
Baruch. Said Goldstein: "It is 
not Baruch's job to provide the 
lowest levels of ESL and reme­
diation. There is no need to 
advance remediation at (Baruch) 
as it is traditionally used." 

"I don't know if our model 
will work everywhere through­
out CUNY, though it might," he 
told another Trustee. When 
pressed on this statement he . 
finally agreed that the Baruch 
model, would most likely not 
work CUNY wide. 

After the discussions, a vote 
on the resolution was called by 
Chairwoman Paolucci. Voting 
for the resolution were trustees 
Anne Paolucci, Herman Badillo, 
Satish Babbar, Richard Stone, 
Kenneth Cook, John Calandra, 
Alfred Curtis, and Nilda Ruiz. 

· Opposed to the resolution 
were trustees James Murphy, 
Mizanoor Biswas, John · 
Morning, and Susan Mouner. 
Abstaining from the vote were 
Edith Everette and Michael 
Crimmins. 

The final vote was 8-4, one 
vote short of passing. Trustee 
Stone pointed out that two 
trustees (Ronald Marino and 
George Rios) were absent and 
because of this the resolution 
should be voted on at the Board 
meeting scheduled for April 6. 
Chairwoman Paolucci decided 
instead to send the resolution to 
the Board's Long Term Planning 
Committee where it will be fur­
ther studied and debated. 

-KEirn HIGGENBOTHAM, 

ENVOY 

~ BOARD of Trustees at a recent monthly meeting at CUNY Central. (Photo: Hunter Envoy) 

OPENAD, from page 10 

expensive among public univer­
sities nationwide. As tuition has 
increased, tuition assistance has 
been· drastically reduced. More 
students are forced to choose 
between dropping out complete­
ly or attending part-time. 
Financial difficulty is the lead­
ing cause of students leaving 
CUNY. No student should be 
forced out because of an inabili­
ty to pay extortionate tuition. 
Education is a democratic right, 
not a privileged reserved for the 
affluent. 

5. FULL SUPPORT FOR 
PUBLIC ASSISTANCE 
RECIPIENTS 

End workfare as we know it. 
New, union-busting, punitive 
workfare regulations are driving 
students receiving public assis­
tance from public education pro­
grams. Education, particularly 
college education, not dead-end 
forced-labor, can help people to 
rise out of poverty. 

6. MORE FULL-TIME 
QUALITY INSTRUCTION 

Improve the ratio of full-time 
instructors to adjuncts. Major 
cuts in CUNY~s operating bud­
get have reduced full-time facul­
ty by 50% and increased the 
number of part-time, low payed 
adjuncts to nearly 60% of the 
teaching staff. This is far above 

/ the national average of 40%. J 
CUNY adjunct are not payed for 
office hours- or even given 
office space. Immediately con­
vert 2,300 adjuncts to teaching 
positions in order to bring 
CUNY on par with the national 
average for public colleges. 

7. DEMOCRATIC ELEC­
TION OF CUNY TRUSTEES 

Students, faculty, and the 
people of New York should con­
trol CUNY. The current board is 
dominated by Wall Street mil­
lionaires who want tax-cuts for 
the rich through budget-cuts for 
the rest of New York. 

SGA, from page 2 

gone several changes: the presi­
dent resigned; the secretary and 
now president cannot work 
together; security h~s to be 
called to settle arguments, 
amongst others. What is going 
on? They seem to be getting 
paid - yes·, they get a monthly 
stipend, which has recently 
increased - to do nothing I can 
say is beneficial to my develop­
ment as a student. Instead, they 
lounge about their offices, chat 
on the telephone, and entertain 
friends. Mind you, this kind of 
behavior is normal and every­
one should be allowed the 

8. APPROPRIATE ASSESS­
MENT OF CUNY STUDENTS 

No racist tests or phony stan­
dards to exclude students and 
downsize CUNY. Last May, the 
Trustees demanded that passing 
the infamous CUNY Writing 
Assessment Test (CWAT) be a 
requirement for graduation from 
all of the community colleges. 
This test has been widely 
described for its bias against 
ESL, African-Americans, and 
Caribbean-born students, and for 
its failure to measure basic writ­
ing proficiency or predict col­
lege success. Restore faculty 
judgement and academic integri­
ty to the placement and assess­
ment process. No testing proce­
dure is acceptable that dispro­
portionately excludes people of 
color and has, itself, failed every 
test of validity and fairness. 

9. IMPROVE PUBLIC 
SCHOOL EDUCATION 

Under-prepared students 
reflect the failure of the public 
school system. We need better 
schools, K-12, not more tests to 
exclude students from college. 

10. CELEBRATE OPEN 
ADMISSIONS 

Let April 22, 1998 be pro­
claimed open admissions day 
and celebrated throughout the 
city with political demonstra­
tions and other acts of resistance 
and mobilization. 

We will join the people of 
communities who depend on 
CUNY: high school students, 
labor organizations, civil rights 
organizations, welfare rights 
organizations, religious groups, 
CUNY students, full-time facul­
ty, adjuncts, adult education 
instructors, students, and staff to 
fight to defend and extend open 
admis.sions. 

-A PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCE­

MENT FROM THE STUDENT 

LmERATION AcTION 

MOVEMENT (SLAM!). 

opportunity to relax - but 
work should be done as well. 

I'm sure that as soon as they 
read this editorial someone will 
burst into my office asking me 
why I wrote this. The Voice of 
the Voiceless is the students' 
newspaper. We represent the 
students who have been coming 
and coming to SGA's office 
inquiring about what is being 
done at this college about open 
admissions. We would like to 
know what you have been 
doing, or have done in a year . 
Election is almost here again, 
and I hear that some of the pre­
sent members are seeking re­
election. Uh. 



High schoolers and CUNY: 
• • • • • • • # 

H1gh schools are fa1·11ng, not cuNY 
0 ., 
m z 
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BOARD OF Education data shows that while New 
York City high school drop-out rates have fallen, more 
students are taking five, six, even seven years to gradu­
ate. 

This is a similar situation for CUNY students, except 
CUNY students often have jobs and children of their 
o~n to take care of. While fewer than half of the ·NYC 
high school students graduated on time in 1996, CUNY 
saw only 28% of their college students stay beyond the 
traditional four years. 

Ironically enough, Giuliani officials see this as a posi­
tive. "Staying in school longer is not negative for many 
students," the New York Tiines quoted Margaret · 
Harritigton, chief executive for school pro~s and 
support services at the Board of Education. 

"We want you to stay in school; we want you to earn 
a diploma. If that takes five years, it takes five years," 
Harrington said. Contrast that tolerance and encourage­
ment with Giuliani's remarks about CUNY's problems! 

The ironies continue. 
Harrington explained that high school students w~re 

taking longer because they entered high school "over age 
and under prepared in reading and mathematics." 
Moreover, the Times article continued, limited speakers 
of English took longer to graduate. "In the class of 1996, 
almost 50% of limited English speaking students gradu­
ated on time. 

Board officials said schools would have to offer at 
least three periods of English instruction in addition to 
other academic subjects to raise their graduation rates, 
but that not enough money was available." In 1996, the 
city spent only $6,381 per high sc~ool student, by far 

less that the $7,394 in ayeraged across the system. 
Now, aren't these the same explanations open admis­

sions proponents advance when defending CUNY reme­
diation and the long periods of time necessary to gradu­
ate its students? 

Why are Giuliani' excuse.s, as embodied in his expla­
nati_ons for slow high school graduation rates, not appro:­
priate explanations for CUNY's allegedly slow rates? 
D~ficiencies ·in preparation and problems with the 
English language do not go away in the ·summer between 

It's asinine ofthe.Mayor to blame 
CUNY for his abject failures. Despite 
his hypocrisy amid the rhetorical and 
financial attacks he and other political 

anthrax_ launch against CUNY, the 
school continues ... 

high school and college at CUNY. 
Both educational systems have also been hammered 

by budget cuts. "Over the long term, large am(mnts of 
. resources taken out of the educational system can make a 

difference, and they hav·e have been removed," Robert ~ 
Berne, Vice-President of Academic Development at New-
York University, told the Times. ~ 

Berne was referring to the detrimental effects -
Giuliani's budgets have had ori the city's education sys- ~ 
tern. But clearly CUNY suffers some of the same devas- C/) 
tation. 

Within the Mayor's warped logic, deteriorating per­
formance, caused by a lack of staffmg and funding, sup­
ports the cause to further cut staffing and funding. 

But the most obnoxious aspect of the Mayor's attack 
on CUNY remediation is his administration has admitted 

·failure to prepare New York's youth for CUNY and dare . 
anyone to call them on it. At the City Council 
Committee on Higher Education meeting, Giuliani aide 
Anthony Coles said, "these students entering CUNY 
may have a piece of paper that is called a high school 
education. 

As a result, our community colleges, as supposed 
institutions of higher learning, are [sapping] their 
resources ... to educate students who should have never 
graduated [fr-om] high school." 

It's asinine of the Mayor to blame CUNY for his 
abject failures. Despite his hypocrisy amid the rhetorical 
and fmancial attacks he and other political anthrax 
launch against CUNY, the school continues - albeit now 
less sharply- to fulfill its mission, helping millions of 
New Yorkers become the flesh and blood of civic soci­
ety. 

-RoB WALLACE, CCNYs MEssENGER 

)> 
"'0 
2: 
N _o 
~ --
<0 
<0 
Q) 

• 

. ·~ 



• 
co 
m 
m 

0 
C\1 
•t: 
Q. 
<( 

Giuliani's two~faced 
. - .. . 

_cipproach to educa-
tion: _what it means 

DURING his January 14 State 
of the City address, and at his 
subsequent budget announce­
ment, Mayor Giuliani attacked 
CUNY's open admissions policy 
and its remediation courses. 

Sine 1970, under open admis­
sions, any New York City high 
school student who obtained a 
diploma was guaranteed a spot in 
at least a CUNY community col~ 
lege. Those students who cannot 
handle college material are placed 
in remedial courses until they can 
dO so. 

Open admissions was 
implemented after black 
and Latino students at 
City College started .suc­
cessful protests against 

_ at CUNY ill-prepared, 'through no 
fault of their own, CUNY has to 
pick up the slack that Giuliani 

. and previous mayors have let out 
in the public schools," said a City 
College adjunct. "So Giuliani 
shouldn't be attacking CUNY, he 
should be kissing our ass because 
we're helping fill in for his fail-
ures." 

CUNY statistics show 47% of 
its freshman class comes directly 
from New York's public high 
schools. 

an 11.7 perc:ent decrease. The 
report declares that as special 
education costs have increa-sed at 
a greater rate than mainstream 
classroom costs, "real per-pupil 
spending on general education is 
being squeezed even further." 

The decline in funding there..: 
fore can be directly attributed to 
the budgets the Mayor and the 
City Council concocted over the 
past few years. 

The mo declared that there 
isn' t necessarily a connection 

between the amount of 
money spent per pupil 
and the quality of edu­
cation. But ffiO's own 

the exclusionary tactics 
of the CUNY system 
which, in 1979, was 
comprised primarily of 
white students. 

During his address, 
the Mayor, citing the 
community college's 
poor graduation rates, 
deClared that the city 

Low graduation rates exists in the 
public schoo~s and at CUNY. 
Giuliani is responsible for the 

quality of education at the public 
schools, many CUNY students and 
faculty claim he is responsible for 

the existence of CUNY's 

numbers seem to indi­
cate that there is 
indeed such a connec­
tion: Betweeq 1992 
and 1997, the Board of 
Education instituted 
budget cuts of $2.6 
billion. The mo 
declared 32.9% of the 
cuts, over one-third, 
were taken in educa-
tion services compared 
to only 11.9% from 
teacher productivity 
increases and cuts in 
administrative costs. 

shouldn't pour millions 
of dollars into a universi-
ty that cannot graduate 
its students. 

"A college can only 
function if you have 
standards of entry," the 
Mayor declared, calling 
for entrance exams for CUNY's 

. colleges. 
At a. February 9 meeting of the 

City Council Committee on 
Higher Educati.on, Anthony 
Coles,' a representative from the 

· Mayor's office, testified: "the 
overall two-year graduation rate 
in the community colleges has 
fallen from 3.6 percent to one­
percent; and the overall four-year 
graduation rate has fallen to 16.3 
percent. Today, 99 percent of 
CUNY community college stu­
dents fail to graduate within two 
years." 

But as the Mayor and his 
flunkies attack CUNY and its 
remediation system, the public 
school system, from which many 
CUNY students graduate, suffers 
from many of the same problems 
Giuliani sees in CUNY. Low 
graduation rates and deterioratitig 
performance are some of the 
dileinmas both school systems 
face. Indeed, as Giuliani is 
responsible for the quality of edu­
cation at the public schools, many 
CUNY students. and faculty claim 
Giuliani himself is responsible for 
the existence of CUNY's remedi­
ation program. 

"Because many students arrive 

- · __ j 

remediation program. 

GIULIANI FLOPS 
ON EDUCATION 

A January 1997 report issued 
by the New York City 
Independent Budget Office (ffiO) 

_showed the Board of Education 
spending the least amount of 
money per pupil in a decade. 
Adjusting. for inflation, per-pupil 
spending collapsed from $7,892 
in 1990 to $6,952 in 1997. 
Though overall spending has 
increased, the number of students 
has skyrocketed- almost 13,000 
students per year. Adding stu­
dents decreases per-pupil spend- . 
ing, unless proportional bud­
getary increases are made. 

Moreover, ~e ·city's contribu­
tion to the Board of Education's 
budget has decreased while the 
state and federal contributions, 
making up to 60% of the Bo~d's 
budget, have .remained relatively 
stable. -

From 1988 to 1994, the city's 
per-pupil spending increased 
from $3,165 to $3,276, a nominal · 
increase. From 1994 to 1996, 
when Giuliani took over the may­
oralty, city per-pupil funding 
decreased from $3,276 to $2,805, 

The Mayor's 
own management 
report, recently 
released, showed high 

school clas~sizes have increased 
steadily. Two students per class 
per year have been added since 
1990. One high school teacher 
complained to New York Newsday 
that her scho~l, built for 2,800, 
now holds 4,300. 

The report· also showed that 
the number of administrators has 
grown by more than 3,000 in 
community school districts and in 
high schools. Granted, many of 
the new hires are school lunch 
aides brought in to fill the open­
ings teachers left when the 
teacher's recent contracts dictated 
that they no longer had to serve 
as lunch aides. 

Still, this is a mayor who has 
hollered so much about cutting 
"the administrators out of the edu­
cati.on system. 

By 1996, New York's schools 
were so under supplied that 
Giuliani's system was without 
enough school-building capacity 
for 91 ,OQO students of all grades. 
Classes were, and still are, being 
held in closets, bathrooms, and (a 
~suggestimi from the Polic~ 
Commissioner?) in a dangerous, 

See, GIULiANI, page 18 



What _do you think of Giuliani's 
1 

plan to get rid qf open ad.Inissions? . 

XAVIE·R VALENTINE 

I think it sucks, b~cause it is _a very good way. of getting 
under-privilege kids to come to school. 

Open admissions students. who frequently work and raise 
families, generally proceed through the two and four year col­

leges at a slow pace, but they eventually earn degrees at 
rates close to those of student nationwide .. .. The students at 

CUNY are earning their success. 

-William Crain. professor of psychology 
at City College (N Y Times 213198) 

CYNTHIA MARTINEZ 

I think it's a bad idea, 
because there will be less 
people attending college. 

Photographs ·and 
interview by R9sa 

Arias 

'JOKAIRA ARIAS 

I think it's bad becausena lot 
of people will stay out of 

school. 

ISAAC OTERO 

I think it's a bad idea because students who want to get 
into this school will not be able to. It will also decrease 

the number of students attending college. 

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK! 

Write a letter to the Editor. Bring it to our office (S-206D) or leave it in our mailbox 
in Student Government; or E-mail us bmccvoice@usa.net. 

Don't forget to attend the rally on April '27 during the Board of Trustees' 
monthly meeting, 4pm at CUNY Central, 80th s 'treet. (For more info visit our office). 
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~learing up 
common 

• • • m1sconcept1ons 
• REMEDIATION IS UNIVERSAL AT COMMUNITY COLLEGES. 
If CUNY eliminated'remedial courses at the community colleges and ended open 
admissions, we ~ould be the only community colleges in the country to do so. In 
addition, 81 percent of public four-year institutions nationwi(ie offer remediation. 

• REMEDIAL-STUDENTS ARE NOT LESS LIKELY THAN OTHERS TO 
GRADUATE. 
The claims made by the Mayor's office and the media have centered on how long 
it takes students to graduate and the large numbers of students who fail the skills 
assessment tests. The actual success of students in remedial courses, which is con­
siderable, is rarely mentioned in the media. The increasing length of time needed 
for students to graduate comes primarily from increased tuition, combined with 
the students' work schedules and family responsibilities. The high rate of place­
ment in remediation results from the inability of the public school system to pre­
pare students adequately in reading, writing, and mathematics. 

• FAR FROM LOWERING STANDARDS, REMEDIATION IS A WAY OF 
MAINTAINING STANDARDS WHILE STILL OFFERING STUDENTS 
ACCESS. 
Some state universities used to practice "revolving door" admissions, accepting all 
students, placing them in college-level courses and expelling most of them quickly 
when they failed. The opposite method, passing nearly everyone without remedia­
tion, would mean lowering standards precipitously. CUNY has chose instead the 
third and better way of offering a real chance to the maximum number of students 
while maintaining standards. 

• REMEDIATION IS NOT DEVOURING MOST OF THE BUDGET AT 
THE CITY UNIVERSITY. IN FACT, ONLY 12.4 PERCENT OF ALL 
INSTRUCTION AT CUNY IS IN BASIC SKILLS. 
By comparison, in 1991, 30 percent of all English courses and 16 percent of math 
courses at two-years throughout the country were remedial. It is a myth to believe 
that money can be taken away from remediation and redirected to "real" college 
courses. If remedial students were excluded, the College would lose the tuition 
and TAP money for their college-level courses, falling into a downward financial 
spiral that would drain resources from the entire curriculum. 

• PRIVATIZATION IS NOT THE ANSWER. 
No magical t~hnique has been devised by private learning systems to "fix" reme­
dial students in a hurry and a low cost. If the city were privatize remediation at 
CUNY, private concerns would probably end up hiring our adjuncts. to do what 
they have learned to do at CUNY - but at even lower rates than they are now 
paid. . 

-Compiled by Phillip Eggers, Chairperson, English Department. 
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FRIENDS, 

WHAT IS 

FAMILY TELL ABOUT 

TO HAPPEN TO CUNY! 

CAP, from page 8 

Wednesday. 
According a CUNY. spokesperson, if 

they find anything questionable the Plan 
will not be tabled and voted upon on 
Monday. 

In 1969, 24 7 students marched on the 
grounds of City College for equal access 
for all students to the University. On 
November 12, 1969 the Board of Higher 
Education adopted a statement of 
Admissions policy: "The Board of Higher 
Education hereby reaffirms its policy to 
offer admission to all New York City, 
therefore to some college of the 
University, effective September 1970." 

"It's ridiculous because it will limit 
students to fulfill their education and it 
will discourage them ... it's prejudice," 
Jennifer Walsh, 
a 24-year-old 
Liberal Arts 
major. 

ties for advisement and advanced place­
ment at CUNY for high school students. -

• Requires high school graduates · to 
submit SAT scores as part of the applica­
tion process - a measure of evaluating 
student p~eparednes·s that is standard at 
universities and colleges across the coun­
try, but a significant departure at CUNY. 
Requires high school graduates:of non­
English speaking institutions to"·submit 
TOEFL scores, pro~ing another new mea­
sure in assessing student preparedness. 

• Calls for replacing remedial courses 
with "refresher" courses, for returning eli­
gible adult students, through the use ·of 
evenings, weekends, and/or distance 
learning technologies. 

• Limits the number of times associate 
degree students may repeat a remed~al 
course. Limits_ are now in place for bac­

calaureate pro­
grams. 

•_Requires 
community col­

Many 
activists say the 
Plan is a way to 
rid the_ 
University of 
open admis­
sions. Under 
open admissions 
any pers~n with 
a high school 
diploma or OED 

~-- Community college 
leges to develop a 
one-year period for 
students to com­
plete basic skills 
courses successful­
ly, clearly limiting 
the time students 
will be permitted to 
continue with pre­
college preparatory 

· students will be given 
one year to complete 

ALL remediation; SAT 
scor~s will be required. 

can enroll at a 
community col-

coursework. 
• Requires the 

passage of a test of 
lege. Every 
other two-year 
public college 

-CAP, TO BE VOTED UPON APRIL 27 University­
approved measure­
ment of compe­
tence at the ends of 
the remedial 

has an open 
admissions poli-
cy. 

THE CAP 

• Engages the New York City public 
schools in New York City public schools . 
in new and cooperative ways, building on 
the College Preparatory Initiative, offering 
the use of the CUNY skills assessment 
tests in the high schools, expanding the 
College Now Program already in exis­
tence at 20 high schools in the five bor­
oughs, and providing for more opportuni-

sequence, with aca­
demic audit procedures to ensure compli­
ance. 

• Provides for further reform of reme­
dial course-work at the senior colleges, 
using intensive skills and immersion pro­
grams as well as new pedagogies. 

• Calls for the strengthening of advise­
ment arid mentoring to assist students to 
make informed choices, including career 
and academic counselling. 

Fully effective February 1, 1999, CAP 
would be subject to initial review 18 
months later. 

Board heads: Ann Paolucci, left; and Herman Badillo sits in at a Board Meeting. 
(Photo: Hunter Env9y) 
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AWARDS 
I:NCLUDE: 

• ·$1,000 
Prw•kt•ntiol Scholarships 
(Renev¥.ablo for ~d ·~rl 

• $7.50 D.ana:•· Scholorships 
tRenewoble fot $f;KX)I\d year) 

/ 

• $500 Residentiol Sdtolorshipst 

• Additional Scholo.l"$hips 
A'WiilaW. 

SCHO·LARSHIP RE:QUIREM:ENTS: 
• n-opPfi<xmt must apply ond be fotmatly accepted into one of SUt<.JV 

Ulica/Rome•a 20 "nd..-groduaJ. prog:roms 
• Tho opp.licatd' must hO¥e a 3~5+ GPA to ba C)JOR~ for Ptasiden&al 
Schot~ps, and a 3.25 • GPA h> be conJ.iderttd for Deana• Schclo~ipa 

* AcctJptartee of the Reaide.nticf SehOkJtship requite$ G ·COMm~t to 
liw in lho Col'-9••• ,..act.nc;:e hgtt. 

• Mo.t =t.choklnhips are renowabto. for the· MC<md year pending auc:x:essl'ul 
compfefion of SUNY Utica/Rom• <OUr•~ witf, o 3 .25 GPA 

• Cot'-ae appJicants wilt be consid...-.d for .chotaraMps on o ~ 
- -~ fttV<!Warded basis 

Call 1 800 SUNY. TEC ~r naa•l cd.~· -=---~----
...,._.~-._ 

ad~misslonslitsunyit:.edu for ~nora information .. 
R•c•ipt of a SUNY c::applicalion and official tranacript-. witl serve as the •eholorahip a .pplicoti·on .. 

. No formal scholarship application wtll be required. · 
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la·~·GIUttANI, from page 14 grade reading scores_ were 13% 
higher than they are today. Since 

UJ 
~ w 
z 

makeshift barracks set up in 
school yards. 

Classes held in proper build-
ings are threatened by structural 
problems like falling debris and 
carbon monoxide. In January, a 
Brooklyn teenager was killed by 
a brick that fell from an elemen-
tary school. The New York Times 
ran a story earlier this month 
about a principal who walks 
around wearing a hard hat after 
being hit with falling shards of 
glass. About half of the system's 
100 buildings were built before 
World War II, and-many, the 
article explained, [suffer] "from 
years of neglect and deferred 
main~enance." In 1994, Giuliani 
winnowed down a five-year $7.3 
billion capital-budget request 
submitted by then-Chancellor 

· Ramon Cortines to $2.9 billion-
chump change. 

The cuts, overcrowding, and 
problems with infrastructure in 
the public schools have appar-
ently translated into poorer stu-
dent performance. According to 
statistics compiled by the State 
Department of Education, 1989 
showed both third and sixth 

IVY LEAGUE, from page 2 

that time spending has decreased 
13% as well. 

In addition, a 1997 report by 
the Industrial Areas Foundation 
and the Public Education 
Association showed the city's 
worst performing schools are 
concentrated in the poorest 
neighborhoods. Even as the 
report declared per-student 
spending consistent across New 
York's neighborhoods, schools 
within 14 school districts in the 
Bronx, eastern Brooklyn, and 
Manhattan - where black and 
Latino students are concentrated 
- comprised a "dead zone" of 
educational opportunity .. Half of 
the 358 schools in these dis-
tricts, which rank at the bottom 
quarter of city-wide elementary 
and middle school students in 
these districts, are reading at 
grade-level. 

The 25 high schools with the 
lowest graduation rates, under 
40%, enroll more than 53,000 
mainly poor students, an average 
of 2,120. 

-ROB WALLACE, 

CCNY MESSENGER 

MIT, or Princeton. Our colleges 
are supposed to offer remedial 
courses - hence one reason 

high school diploma or its they are referred to as junior 
equivalent, a chance to pursue colleges. Some students are not 
higher education. Imagine that. up to par or not ready to work 
Where will the thousands of . at a senior college level. Every 
young people who graduate community college in the coun-
from our high schools each year try offers some form of remedi-
go? To prison? The City is vig- ation. CUNY has been doing so 
orously preparing to accommo- for almost 30 years now, so 
date them at a prison coming a why the sudden decision to 
neighborhood near you. - change the p . . ? 

App~ently, they [City officials] ~:could it be that minorities 
expect an upsurge of dangerous are becoming too educated? Is 
crimes and is allocating funds it because we are becoming 
-that should be directed to . skilled employees? -
education - for the construe- One could hope this notion 
tion of more prisons. 

P 11 h
. . is not true. We thought that the 

rotectors ca t ts entue fight against such a massive 
charade a racist attack. And form of discrimination and big-
rightfully so. Students with otry , was won many years ago 
deficiencies in language will be _ along with right for anyone 
affected the most, they will be to attend CUNY. It's a major 
farmed out to language i~sti-' step backwards. It's the almost 
tutes until they are ready to the new century and we should 
enter mainstream CUNY. Why be looking forward. Could you 
should they be forced to attend believe it. The City University 
a private institution to develop of New York awards more 
basic skills, when the facilities degrees to blacks and Hispanics 
already exist at CUNY's six than the State University of 
community colleges. New York and California State 

'Again, why does CUNY University. SUNY and 
want to challenge the estab- California State has an open 

1 lished norms as institutions admissions policy, so again why 
~ which cater to the needs of the do we want to be different. 
3 disadvantaged, or students who 
~ was not accepted to Harvard, 
4D 
~ ... 

•''~" 

HPV, from page 26 

H a person is infected with an 
HPV type that causes warts, will 
he or she necessarily get warts? 
No. HPV also can live in the 
skin without causing any warts; 
this is called "subclirtical" HPV 
infection. 

How -can genital warts be 
removed? 
Treatments are available to 
remove visible warts, and elimi­
nate symptoms, Because the 
virus can lie dormant, warts may 
appear months or even years 
after treatment. 

Some methods of removal are: · 
Patient-applied treatments 

Imiquimod,podofilox 
Provider-applied treatments 

Podophyllin, ·trichloacetic, acid, 
cryotherapy (freezing), electro­
cautery, laser therapy 

HPV AND THE LINK W~TH 

CERVICAL CANCER 

What is the connection 
between HPV and cervical 
cancer? 
Certain types of HPV - usually 
not the ones that cause genital 
warts - can cause cervical can­
cer. Studies have shown that 
HPV is found in almost all 
woman with cervical cancer. 

H a woman has HPV, will she 
get cervical cancer? 
Only a small percentage of 
women with HPV have cervical 
cancer. Of the.millions of 
women infected with HPV, only 
about 16,000 each year develop 
cervical cancer. 

How can a woman guard 
against cervical cancer? 
Because HPV is so common, 
and because the types of HPV 
that are linked with cervical can­
cer have no noticeable symp­
toms, annual Pap smears are 
extremely important to detect 

precancerous of cancerous 
changes in the cervical cells. 
early detection is crucial in t1 

ing abnormal cervical tissue 
before it progresses to cervic 
cancer. Women who have abJ 
mal Pap test results need to 
make sure they get follow-uE 
testing and treatment. 

Do women who have genita 
warts need to be concerned 
with cervical cancer? 
It is possible to have more th 
one type of HPV, so a womru 
with genital warts could also 
have one of the HPV types a~ 
dated with cervical cancer. 
all sexually active women, th 
who have had genital warts, ( 
whose partners have had genl 
warts, should have annual P3J 
smears. 

For free, confidential inform£ 
tion: CDC National STD 
Hotline, operated by the 
American Social Health 
Association, 1-800-227-8922. 



UGHES, from page 3 

ood titles and outlines, but are 
ar removed from practicality. 
tellectual posturing does not 

vork in the real world, substance 
oes. A case in point is 
nternational Trade. 

Having passed the course with 
A, I should have had the tools 

o venture into this business but I 
on't. There should be the avenue 
br practical hands-on training or 

near to that as possible, not 
eoretical J_rnowledge only. I am 
ot suggesting that the instructor 
as inept, I just think that provi-

ion should be made for this. 

STUDENTS ARISE 

The onus for success is on us 
e students more than any one 

lse. We hold our destiny in our 
ds. College must be seen as 

hat it is, a chance to move one's 
· e forward and in a sense to level 
life's playing field not a chance to 

g out, date, and flirt. 
We have to be mature enough 

ot to be distracted by everything 
that passes, to be focused, and 
fDaintain the spirit of a thriving 
learning institution. BMCC is an 
xcellent college. A microcosm 
f New York City, if you will. 

1 ere you can destroy your life. 
ou can hang out and party and 

ater on in life remain at "the bot­
tom of the food chain," or in the 
spirit of hardwork and enterprise 
lnake something meaningful of 
yourself. At the same time it is 
not all about getting As. 

The point is have we learned 
anything? The issue is, how do 
we progress after leaving 

MCC? I have been in classes 
here certain Americans com-

• lain about the system in a wider 
ontext that keeps them down but 

these same students sleep in 
class, don't do their homework, 

d at the end of fmals barely 
maintain a C grade. Fellow stu­
ents, wake up and smell the cof­

fee. This is your greate opp_s>itu­
nity to improve your station in 
life. It matters not from whence 
~ou have come, the fact is you 
are here. The effectiveness of 
open admission must be reflected 
by your ambition and dedication 
to hardwork. 

Attitude is the essential ele-
ent of success. If you first 

believe that you can be a big suc­
cess with God's grace and resolve 

ou will make it. But if you 
elieve that you just can't make 

it, and that certain races are 
marter than others, you are 

already defeated. 
People are just people. It is the 

attitude that makes the difference. 
Having said that, and at the other 
end of the spectrum there are 
many students who have the right 
attitude, making the Dean's List -
and have even been inducted into 
Phi Theta Kappa (the internation­
al honor society of all two-year 
colleges in the US). These 

accomplishments are noteworthy, 
the prestige, the certificates, and 
all that but, where is the social 
consciousness that causes those 
people to reach out and lift the 
struggling and discouraged fellow 
students to give hope and point 
the way forward. 

Maybe effort is being made 
but, it needs to be felt in a more 
dramatic way. Many of us have 
been inducted into Phi The~ 
Kappa, made the Dean's List sev­
eral times but we cannot impact 
others for their greater good we 
would have failed. Man by his 
basic nature is a social being and 
as he helps others he is himself 
helped. Often students have a 
greater stimulating effect on each 

other than the instructors. 
Where is the voice of Phi Theta 

Kappa, where is the voice of stu­
dent government. Student govern­
ment must be pro-active, percep­
tive, and must coordinate the dis­
semination of ideas and informa­
tion with this paper. Though their 
approaches might differ, they both 
have a common responsibility 
which is to inform, educate, and 
empower. Speaking of empower­
ment, the BMCC chess team has 
once again emerged victorious in 
this "braining sport of the nerds." 
It r~ntly won the National 
Championship after defeating the 
Universities of Illinois and 
Toronto, NYU, amongst others. 
Most notably it crushed Harvard 

University twice a few years back. 
There is promise at BMCC. 

The chess team has done us proud 
and we salute them. 

The challenge now is for us to 
translate that dominance into aca­
demic excellence and create the 
image of a two-year college of 
intellectual distinction. Let us 
make BMCC a school renown for 
math at least. It has one of the 
most extensive math departments 
among two-year colleges. Let us 
agitate for the motions to be used 
for revoltingly displaying formu­
las, equations, etc. This will kill 
the fear of math and make it our 
best weapon. Students let us see 
to that. 

As. we embark upon this new 

venture let us go forward with 19 
dignity. The chess team's triumph 
can be a source of inspiration for )> 
·the administration, faculty, ~a -C 
students. This quote sums it up 
nicely: "there is in the affairs of 
men a tide which taken, at the 
flood leads to fortune. 

On such a full tide are we 
afloat, and we must take the cur­
rent when it surfs or forever loose 
ventures." Let us seize this 
moment. Use the Voice of the 
Voiceless as a medium for com­
munication from students to 
administration, faculty, and vice 
versa. 

While we withstand the Mayor's 
aggression let us tum on the magic ·· 
and show that we have class. 

mECKnOUl 
. ONl\tEWEB. 
· www.font.com 

$400 CASH BONUS .. 
toward purchase or ·lease* 
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·1991 Ford Escort ~ 

"Vou~ve hit the boo'ks. Now irs time to -hit the· r:oad~ Ford c;an help~ CoUege seniors 
and grad students get $400 e.ash back·· ·toward ·the purChase or Ford Credit 

Red Carpet lease of any· ,efigibie :Ford -or Mercury .. lt~s academic: pocket the ca.sh, 
grab life by the ''-Vhe,et for more College Graduate Purcha$9 Progra;m info, 
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2~ Senior Colleges· raise admissions 
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FRESHMAN admissions criteria for the City 
University of New York's senior colleges will be 
higher for Fall1998, marking the third year in a 
row that requirements have increased. Students 
will be expected to have completed an increasing 
number of Regents-level college-preparatory acad­
emic courses in high school, particularly in 
English and Math. In addition, senior colleges are 
requiring, or strongly advising, high school seniors 
to submit SAT scores. 

Examples of Freshman Admissions Requirements 
for Fall 1998 
(These requirements are based on a junior year 
record when students apply for college.) 

BARUCH COLLEGE: SAT score of 1100 with 
14 or more academic units or college academic 
average (CAA) of 80 or above, with 14 or more 
academic units, three each in academic English 
and Sequential Math. 

BROOKLYN COLLEGE: SAT score or 1100 
with 10 or more academic units or CAA of 80 or 
above with 13 academic units; or CAA of 78 or 
above with 15 academic units, five of them in aca­
demic English and Sequential Math. 

CITY COLLEGE: Liberal arts majors-SAT 
score of 1020 or CAA of 80 or above, each with 
10 academic units; or CAA of 75 or above with 16 
academic units, three in English and two in Math; 
Engineering, Science and Math majors-SAT 

score of1020, or CAA of 80 or above, each with 
10 academic units; or CAA of 75 or above with 16 
academic units, two each in English and Math in 
all alternatives. 

HUNTER COLLEGE: SAT score of 1020 with 
12 or more academic units of CAA of 86 or above 
with 12 units, or CAA of 78 or above with 14 aca­
demic units, two each in English and Math. 

LEHMAN COLLEGE: SAT score of 1020 or 
CAA of 80 or above, each with 10 or more acade­
mic units; or CAA or 75 or above with 14 or more 
academic units, a total of four in English and 
Math, at least one each in English and Math in 
each alternative. 

QUEENS COLLEGE: SAT score or 1020 with 
16 or more academic units; or CAA of 80 or above 
with 14 academic units; or an ·SAT score of 1050 
plus CAA of 80 or above with 12 academic units; 
or SAT score or 1150 (at least 500 each in Math 
and verbal scores) plus CAA of 77 or above with 
15 or more academic units; in each case, five acad­
emic units or English and Math at least one in 
each area, will be required. 

YORK COLLEGE: SAT score of 1020 with 10 
or more academic units; or CAA of 75 or above 
with 13 or more academic units; or 16 or more 
academic units, two in English and one in Math in 
each alternative. 

OPEN HOUSE 

LEHMAN COLLEGE 
The City University of New York 

Sa~urday, May 16, 1998, 12 noon-3 pm, Music Building 

Associate Degree Graduates 
Enter as a junior with 60 credits. Your Associate Degree means that you 
must complete only your Major and Minor requirements and Electiv~s. 

• Visit the tree-lined campus which The New York Times has described as "the most attractive of the CUNY colleges ... with some 
of its finest facilities." 

• Learn about more than 90 undergraduate ·and graduate degree programs in the liberal arts and sciences 
and professional studies. 

• Receive information about admissions, financial aid and academic programs. 

CALL 718-960-8713 TO RESERVE YOUR PLACE 
AT OUR OPEN HOUSE! 

Lehman College welcomes Borough of Manhattan Community College students. The campus is easy to reach by car, with ample parking 
in attended lots. Lehman is also conve~ient to public transportation from throughout the metropolitan area-with more than I 0 bus 
lines and two subway lines (# 4 and D trains to Bedford Park Blvd. station) within easy walking distance of campus. 

e-mail: ENROLL@alpha.lehman.cuny.edu 
www.lehman.cuny.edu 

lehman College, CUNY 
250 Bedford Park Boulevard West 
Bronx, New York 10468 

/ 
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~ You've always wanted to know why you pay Studen~ Activity fees. Here is a break-down of what .your $39.85 or $19.95 per semester funds 

~---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------en 

1 BMCC ASSOCt~TIOH tNC. 

:INTERIM BUDGET 

Julv l.# .1997 - June 30 .. 1998 . 

REVENUE 

Student Activitv Fees 
-~~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~ 

Pull time - Fall & Snrina 
Part time - Fall & sorina 
Part time- Su•mer · · · · 

Total student. activitv fees 

Inte~est Incoae 

Total Revenue 

EXPENSES 

Earmarked Fund 

Athleticsiintramural 
Media Board . 
Studv Abro-.d 
Reserve . 
Colleae Puruoses 

Total Bar.arked Fund 

Allocations 

17~880 
l2o:070 

3.530 

Short tara loan (r•volvino· tundl 
Nurse oinnina 
Diolo.as. cans & aowns 
Honors convocation 
Athletica/intraaural (additional) 

Total Allocations 

BJICCA office 

Salaries/Frinqes 
Postaaa . 
Office •~ouliea 
Print:J.na · 
Other •u1)1)liu 
Caaputer reuair ' uaarade 
o.ttiae aqui·lD-nt aalntenance 
Local tnv•l 
Buain-• ... 1 
Rental · 

S~total 

------~-. .... -................. 
Audit 
Bank service ahara- . 
Pa~ll proceasinq. cbara .. 
ou• 
Director/officer liabllit.v insurance 
Pidelitv~larv insurance 

To~~l BHCCA Qtfice 

Total lbmenaea 

Bxc••• (daf iciencv l · of revenqe over exoena .. 

5/2.8Jf97 

607 .. 920 
?.05 ~1 90 

60.010 

873 .. 17.0 

12 .. 000 

885.120 - --

84 .. 840 
50,000 
90,000 
40 .. 32() 
67.700 

332:760 

10~000 
4 .. 000 

25.000 
1.500 

52 .. 189 

92.689 

3 

190.441 
500 

1,000 
800 
100 
2.50 

1f,200 
200 
100 
300 

9 •. 600 
600 

1.820 
350 

3.600 
300 

,211· ~161 

885.120 . 

0 

- --

Student Governaent 

salariaaiFrinaes 
Postaae . 
Office suoolies 
Printino 
Other suoolies 
Telel:mone 
Coa'DUter reoair & uoarade 
ottice eouipaant aaintenance 
Local travel 
Business •aal 
Workshop ' conference 
student accident insurance 
PUblic relations 
Stipen'd · 
Lecture series 
cultural ~rforaances 
subscri.J)tlon 
co.-unity affairs 
Pro'\ect snack 

Sub-totai 

SGA·soecial oroiecta: 

Black aolidaritv dav 
African heritaoe nonth 
Latino baritaae •onth 
Asian heritaae month 
women's biatorv aontb 
Carifesta 
student election 
student/club award nlabt . 
Collac;te. ·discovery · 
Lesbian. oav ' bisexual alliance 
Audre Lorde-woaen'• collective 
sensitivitv day 
Clubs 

Total SGA svecial oroieets 

Total student qovernaant 

2 

18.310 
1.000 
3.000 
1 .• soo 
1 .• 000 
9.000 
8.500 
2 .~500 

300 
1 .,- SOO 

13 .• 000 
7,500 
4 ,.000 

35 .• 400 
4.}.<000 
4 .• 000 

500 
4 .. 000 
1.500 

120,510 

2.000 
2.000 
2.000 
2.000 
2.000 
2.000 
4.0QO 
4.000 
2-:000 
2t000 
2,000 
2~000 

100 ~000 

128.000 

248.510 
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Nt. allitplf ao Ytal of' opan :d.ooll O.nd ~: to exolle.nce,ane 
vcteon Apdl27 cUd lmltttte fUkR ,of~ 

-

h · ~ Boald ot TIUifeel,. packed lNith PatolciGDD.OH:e•.ll 
"I~ to .nd -rarnadlallon. pdvallat educational PIQGIOrN ·and 
-lmlt tt. runber' ot lludanta In the system. No ·other achoolln the dty. 
~ lneludad .. laclt.l .. ramedblkin. No mt.' IChaol '&IPIII ~ 
ltudlnll. N cur«, ·CJIChaol flld vM.h nan-lttdllonci ;lfudanfL 
pmwnta anc1 rnaNt peopll « coror thelia f1ni1Choot ~ America • 
apaOial INICIIIILint flam ·CONIIVOIWI. " 

-. ·f_· ·· liru···_--_· ·_. ·· •e ___ .. __ ,a .. ·<···. 
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Contact vow student ~nmen.t or· 
~SIAM chapter· tor ·more wo . 
SIAM can De NacMct at :211•771•G61 
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