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Spheric is all things except square.
Spheric is kinda happening, kinda now, kinda with
it, kinda wow! Too didactic? We aim dialectic, not
dyspeptic. Spheric is made from au natural fibers,
as in naked - maybe sacred, as no one ﬁet's paid,

Spheric is all booty and then some. Spheric is a
SLAM! Jam - All power to the people. Much Love.
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iShoutOutsFrom
TheMouthOfMadness!

To all our families born and chosen; Much
love to the whole SLAM! crew; under water
lowve to the bhudda- ﬂ}' otz me high, Suzan;
to Lechona, the ghost ﬁauntmg my house;
What's up Suhe:r? You getting there sister -
we love you more than you know. Congrats
on the publications. All readers must
check out Bom Palestinian, Borm Black and
Drops of This Story; Keep strong Mumia -
our day will come; To the New Caucus: we
await how New you will be; Joshua & Sky:
ood luck on the your union-may you be
lessed; to the Sacred Circus and the LTB; to
the Mahavishnu Orchestra and their
delicious Apoco-lips Kissing: to Brother
Bubble himself, Blan-Lo on the Down Low;
Whattup Moon Boot Lover?; To Jack Travels:
I'm always with you; RIP Biggie - thanks for
watching out for my mama back on 5t.
James and may we get some more Live In
Peace and a little less Rest In Peace; Yah,
too Sabbi g%l ecial whattup to Juel; to
Mama Mﬁ for letting Baby Mitchell stay
up late; Much Love h:r Glen, Zo-E, She-
moan, and Scratch - y'all crazy, man, crazy.

'Qué Es America?

New York City 10021 TIZ*4Z13 W}

Red, White & Blues

The necent shooting death of a notorious BLG. from
the hip of rap. Brooklyn, blew up a very particular
American dream

The Lyrical Spherical Commando Squad set out i
re-gxamine a situation in which one small Biggy brushing
his beeth some Saburday morning realized what it meand
for kim to be American — “Get Money.”

Biggy's epiphany was the celluloid romp of one
brother in his particular set of circumstances. Many
Americas are moulded in the lives of immigrant cab-
drivers in D.C., Jamesiown descendands in Boston, sons
of plantation slaves in Brooklvn - rapping about getting
paid. laid and betraved

America is, after all, the land of slaves and slavemas-
ters, cowboys and Indians, cops, robbers and Las Vegas
Weddings. It can be as vicious as the use of atomic
weapons and as blissed oul as free love.

Epher'.f embraces the hopelesaness of containing
America in any border, from the color line to the Rio
Grande. America’s perfection lies only in its imperfec-
Hon, in some of its people’s fervor to redraw, rewrite,
redefine America day by day.

Maybe America is the terrible tension of cash
vs. liberty, of a historical utopianism vs. every ghetto
wall. The American experience is, if we're allowed to
shoot aphorisms, only its grand fractal.

America is a struggle — a tragic joy and a dark
longing. As these pages unfold, the voices of America in
a North Eastern pocket of its land, in a City University
progressively chopped on by the administrators of this
country — the struggle of the American experience
comes alive. There is an element of hope in this phan-
tasmagora that Biggy lamented in his first major
rebease, “ it was all a dream.”

Ame r[-(,'ﬂ Is John Coltranesdead steel mills+ the Carmine St. Feastsexilesatomic bombse*Freedom of Speech
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n the afiemath of the Persian
Gulf War, the by o {_hlcdgu
threw a ghant victory bash on

Michizan Avenue, one of the

alys main Ih-nr:ruﬁhi.:ln-n.
Unider star-spanpgled pendants, a
million cheering faces saluled

!Ittn.'rurmrtgmu:ﬁ

Chants of "LISA! LISAI®
boomed dear over the cemented
prairie as brothers from the block
séood nead fo off-duty cops. “USA!

LISAY asnd o e cormer, & nim stood
holding a sign on which she had
printed in small letters “people

have died.” She was orying, She had
been covered in wrine by an enthusias-
Bic patriol. “USA! USAF

After the ¢rowds went home,
there lives were no doubt the same as
the day before, | no loager knew how

bor live. Maybe it's not cleas, but in
the joy and pride of my neighbors |

saw onky murder. | aw the

and the politicans grineing bbe jck-
als over carrion and life kept going
o, ome dlay-all & binwe. That the gen-
erals could plan and execule Eheir
war didnt surprise me, it was the
love they were given for their
wickedness that broke me.

The parade left me hyper
sensitized bo misery. Every
time | left the house the

simple farce of my stock-
bow job and the arbitrari-
pess of wealth lled in

the pieces. [ lipe fa Babyion.

Maybe | didn't know how agly
the rest of the world could be.
Maybe, as teachers and judges had
explained with patience or not, | had
taken my freedoms and usual
lack of hunger for granted. But
it was never clear, bo me, thal
America is something to take
pride in, something beaatiful

Plediges of allegiance and bills of
rights never prepared me for what |
saw just walking down streets which
became borders dividing neighbaor-
hoods, cities, nations. These

R |
1000000 |_§

divisions ghowed garish, casting the
vitality and strength of America in
qurer ight

The healthy becamse sick in my
£yes. Suburis were prisons in revere
and the mad fenw of cash bought and
sold the love of women like cars or
ternis shoes, Mothing wias spaned. A
nation that once fought for indepen-

. denor had now rabded the world arl

troops dropped bombs painted with a
flag of liberty.

| didn’t beave home muchy, for it
was there | found some peace in the
love of & braubiful young woman We
were free g the -.lmp'lrll'_r of ouir o
vale world. (hur roomimate plrved pis-
tar arsd wie would sing or darioe anoured
the living room drinking wine and

m

A nation that
once fﬂught for
independence
had now
raided the
world and
troops dropped
bombs painted
with a flag of
|liberty.

laugiung, at the rbaads of the world.

We were. io i another man's
wuirds, a nation of hwo,

Chicago winders were brutal and
spring, felt like iron chains cut after a
long bondage. One day, just as the
season wias changing, my lower and |
went for 2 walk along Lake Michigan
i lake in the sweet ir and walch the
last chunks of ice melt off the cyan
sarface of the water.

*I've been thinking abouat you,”
st said sifting diwn on the concrele
breakers which hem the lake. *You're
happy in mind and heart, bt here,”

the said gertly placang her hand on my
stoenach, “hese you e always sick.®

N\

for the love we
shared, it was
her clarity
of sight
that let me

/

oo oa
R ceoos

i A o

- A Coming of Rage

kv it weas ieme Bo po. Freedom ain
niever be private

1 diicn'e knsovwr whiere | was B0 g,
oaly it had to be somewhees | hadn’l
been, filled with people | didn't
know and far enough away that |
couldn’t come running kome o the
private, familiar world that had not
filliedd the hole im my gt

A few Frends had been out o
Cali and raved beatific. | figured it
was a betber bet than Alabama, so |
set o working my ass off and got up
some money bo hit the road

The day before | ket an middle-
aged man at work gifted me an ald,
leather-bound copy of Walk Whit-
man’s Leaves of Grasa, [ thought i was
too 19th century for me, bul the
thought was kind and with book in
hand | caught the Greyhound across
the £ belly of North America

Two years had since the
end of the Gulf war, but tatbered
yellow mibbons still clung to some of
the wooden telephone poles that
measured the kength of the endless
cornficlds between Chicago and the
Pacific.

The Mebraska shy scared me. It
wis 50 big [ could see the storms
hlu”rrins aver the p[;ll:m & han-
dred miles away. Flashes of Hght-
ning curled round the very edge of
the earth.

The brs trip was over filty hours
and the conversation
asking where the Hu:ﬁ ﬂ :;
st was going. | reached indo my hag
and pulled ot Lvee of Grs,

The night was hard black
strobed by lightring, | clacked o the
overhead light and read a poem
called A Woman Wails for Me, noi
sdevping unti the wun hinted into the
pitch of right beyond aty

San Framcisco doled et all the
youthful decadence | needed. It's a
little city wrapped

in vineyards and
redwood forests.
*I didn't come
here to party.” |
reminded myself. It
was  Whitman's
Leaves that gave me

L

-
| dow't remermibes
sy many lines of
stamzas, only that
somiewhere in his

lyrical badlands |

e
—
——

Qo

5
DUOD

Y Yo
fas

A

S

Leaves of GrasseLiberian Rubber Plantations*yuppiessBiggie RIP*a maltrix of fetishes*Porgy & Bess+bolincas
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2 By Fred Zabinaki

ne more pong hif

urd
1Tl be ready for wark. |
g &l the chock a5 1
exhale. T:15AM: righ
n schedube. | have

mey rowbne tmed §o the menade; 18
hor' | msmage i pet 10 work on time
and still get toasted in the momming
Shivwes, shave, eat breakfast, put on
the ot | got :-'-_i:_rlh-.'-r lasg r-:;.:.l'r
F.'u.L iy bag. and conceal the &
tence Bnat §'m high

A drop of chilled Visine makes
each eye pearly white. Now for those
dark circles under the eyes — the
mark af the immoderale Fl:-lhr'.n|
They darken as soon as WLl SRR,
and it kakes several days off the séud]
to make them go away. However,
rh..-?.- can be hidden with 3 cosmehc
calbed concealer. The two I||1ﬂ]5.h fa
miind ase mok o use oo much, and o
blend the edge of if info the rest of the
Eace 50 it hooks natural. | cab oy ltthe
finger with saliva, and gently follow
ke curve of the eye socket

This may seem like elaborale
trichkery, bat Ehese days one can't be
too careful at wark. The hippies of the
sinfties now hold management posi-
tioes, and they recognize the signs of
A rijadna s

Perdect. Totally natural locking
I have gobten so practiced af this rit-
wal it takes me no more than a
minuie. 'm all ready b0 go and even
have & few minuies ho pick up a
:.mh.'l: arﬂ'u-tln:_lrr' 3.'1:. the subinc iy

I'm temping, doing graphics
wiork af a cosmetics company. [¥'s my
second wees, and |'mn rather enditter-
et as to whether | stay there much
longer of get assigned somewher
el Most of Hhe work | too easy bo be
inferesting, and everybody watches
the clock all day. By 440 or even 32X
thet péber workers begin calling out
the Bime every fow memaides, "

five menudes 10 Eneedom] © Ladsis and

gendleman, the tme is mow 4230

1O the other hand, they do give
mi e most challenging Mhotoshop
wiork thiy have, and | always empoy
—.|Jr..|"J!.1t:|';;: A, EVen When [ i

jast doing stupad stuff. Most impor-
tantly, the pay

make bednam l-,1.1!.1r.|!~i:-

& RODG E0ArL ;!l' L (%]

Haduneg e bran | rememeT thal
ivled, thee art director. had mentioned
giving me 3 photo retcaching project
vesterday, “Have you ever netouched
a Face?™ he askoed ime. “Sure, " | sakd

| truth s, m) ondy such -
F0e Wils Al a '-'.L'Jd'l.'lt':ul'l ER '\-E'-J'
per at my old college. They had me
give Covemnor Patadd a black eye and
stamp hi% forehead with the word
“chump.” My work was crude, bul
thie hisfties kerved Bt aned [ weas sare thad
rw, a year later | could do a mach
better job, 20 | was neady to try any-
thing Mel wanbed to assign me

He seemed dowbbiul of my abili-
ty; though, as he explained the task:
the company had shot some “befon”
and “afher” photos, and the ditference
between them needed 1o be exagger-
ated. | was a bit shocked at Mel's
complete lack of embarrassment in
asking me to help the company com-
mibt frand; be spoke xs if i wene the
st everyday kind of work. Not that
it bathered my conscience any; all
was thinking was “af lasy, uu.-rlhmg]
can sink my leeth into! Maybe | can
et a portiolio plece out of iL™ Bt

Ml sadd it had belter wait 8] tomee-
row, a5 Bf b expecied it o fake howrs
hours making cormctions to the com-
pany’s catalog. a project that began
before | was assigned here and which
shows no sign of ending any time
soon, | print out all fifty pages and
take them to Mel's olfice. “Thanks,”
e brbeaits: Eresm s chir, “1T look them
e dmd grve them back o yow”
"OK. Say, what about thai
reboaching project vou were felling

SAYING “NO” WON’T
GET YOU HIGH!

A message from Potheads Against Tyranny and Boredom.

e aboul?”

“(rh wes. Lt me find the pic-
tures.” He produces two color laser
print, close-ops of 3 model's eves. "D
o homowr wial conovalier 557 e ashs.

*Cowcesler? Ul no,” [ answier,
hardly believing my ears

“Well, B's a coametic that covers
up bags and dark circles under the
iyes. Now, these photos ane supposed
o show the effect of our concealer
Thiz is the “before” and this is the
after” As vou can see. the diference
between them ks deamabic enough

“Yes, [ see.” Truth be told, | can
hardly see any ditberence at all. This
BUTT & oM .'\'L'.'rr:n;-r“.‘. "a!'ll| Wi g
hawking. The model should have
worn the brand | use, as long as the
company s willing to misrepresent
ther merchandsse, moking a doob
Beidone Ehe shood wouldd have bBivn 4
ond Hie, oo

“So voo wani me 0 darken the
baggs in the Before” and lighten them
in the “alter ™

“Exactly. Do vou think you can
do i

“Mel, if ever e was & man for
thas jobs, 0051

“Lsreat. The files are on this
a5 {ruest. Let me know when you
have u'-.'l:u'r'.'u.-l!.' r.-:.l:."

now. When | relouched that
Pataki skt lasd ¥Ear | made e clas
fIC amabeur I"".r-‘.rnh:-;'!;u'r"- maibake,
J!IJ-\.'h.II'*] Ehe imdge dinsciny with the
paining inces

DT rr..\:.l'-.' & shalled painder of
phiobo retoucher can get away with
that, but if you need to be able fo
erase arry of your brushstrolaes, fonget
ik Yo may as wiell have doawn over a
piote with mdehble mi. The ok b
I de :-l"ll.r !."-1I'|"I.'|.h: I & TASK I' 1Tt
nel. The image remains entoached
until you're ready fo add your work

Nothing Like a Hard Day’s WorRk in Advertising

1]

ir the mask channed fo 18 1t rather
like completing & pevwil drawing and
theem inding it .

me. | open the first image and tap the
Q0 key bo enber the Quick Mask Mode.
Here, paint appears 2s transhucent red
over the full-color image. | begin to

—
By 4:00 or

even 3:30 the
other workers
begin calling
out the time
every few
minutes.

“Fifty-five
minutes lo
freedom!”

paint the ared that needs darkoeming. |

Rap that 0 hory' o et full-strength paant
and with & hard-sdged brush, define
the edge between the eye and the kow-
ier el. Mt [ wse a soft-edged brush o
paint e bottom of the area, whaene the
B beend o the pest of the fade, |
lower the paint miensity with the 5
ey and hartter solien this edpe

It i a ne-emactment of oy mom
iy mtudl, guced by be same prong-
phes—niot koo much paint, blend it in
to the rest of the face, so i books nat-
ural, brush gently, following the
curve of the eve sockel

Wilh the Channels palette | hide
the codor Emage ansd view my pasniing
by absedd, [t looks good exdept wiene

the transition Between the fall

sbrooklyn girlsenick & dimes 'R us*unabomber*NBC+¢fficient agriculturesCentral Park+Altica Brothers
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Brothers Keep Me

by Suheir Hammad

i5 your skin still soft
here feel mine  a shine
of survival

teel you lett me
wet love dried on
thighs still

aching said you were

sore after the last
time are you still

you broke heart and

out 1 still light
candles for

vour safe journey to

the corner pray your
flesh won't be too brown
today your beauty
too offensive

i fear for your life though

no longer in it

wrap a rainbow serpent
round you to keep

harm at arm'’s length

i charm gods to keep you
safe til revolution is

e s —

no longer lay beside
and still keep me
up at night

me

is your skin still soft

not your fingers’ long
strokes or tongue’s
insistent

welcome keeping me up

the statistics
promises that you won't
live to see 30

how many incidents since
we last kissed

don’t believe in this
world so i tight

so you'll live to

love free who you want
i know that’s not

me s0idon'tcall

don’t write  take your

space  your love back
baby  be safein it
got you

i got your back even
as 1 watch my own from
the hurt left behind

Up S

are you soft still

those who would

kill you send my way

i'll tell them they

wrong you ain 't no E:Iu:,'
yOu man

Ent}ugh to get up every

morning despite a reality

created against you

man enough to resist to

fight man enough

to break

heart fully and without

looking back

i believe in love and
got my own back

writing this and you
don't care. _"g.-'li‘lLIr"n.-'{’ moved
on and away.
still keep me up.

after us is gone

our temples bombed
people killed

i'll pray for strength and
whether or not i get it
rebuild a chapel strong
and for good to house
love and freedom

brick by brick  blow
trumpets to herald

our new day

honey

even if we don't

your children and mine
will

know each other in
love  indignity

let them talk
about getting over you
gething over revolution

i believe in love

struggle by day and
sometimes lay

awake at night wondering
if you ever wonder if

my skin is

still soft

86-82296

Dallas Cowboysvel nortesbadlands+lives of quiet desperation*kkk+Jack Reed+chino-latinoNorman Rockwell*
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Smoking Gun Still Smoking

bring their weapon onto the

campus  poined out to Reynolds that CUNY 1 £

Amerim Ls

"'3* L8] LLL TR L l‘.lII‘I

LK

-.-'

/" ] :!..I'1" Df
|11u;|-| Orotne
é.r -.'”5'-'*"'1["

“the uh"‘h.l Ji " Jf “’3“:

5 -n. venlsee *

ack manned by
nwthat

pre e iHn (4

'Ii r f‘m, o lé
ik BDetroit!! T

I ||_:|-|. u

'-."|Jr L]

3

=1
i
L

k. o

i “ 524199

-

:.Hmdlymmﬁiﬁhiﬂqm Security's Pentagon spending habits, s
L were working on a building, | l‘i!ﬂ}ﬂ! 0 mnillion & Fﬂ'ﬁ:lﬂli't"m
- &m"'ﬁm L ﬁﬂmmﬁmﬁ Eiql:t‘mlmihrﬁn Rodini h&amd’:qmdm I hey we hE'
Jose Elique, your choice for CUNY ¢ 55 1 §7.500 whenever the SAFE  that ‘He isin for a surprise, and he Wit the fscal problems facing eaving t
Fublic Safety Director 18 Well 25 M5 feam was dispatched 108 campus (in  better get used 0 guns on campus.” the universty nswiting i ducionof | busildlin
Dtj_:ul}' .‘.lllrln? Eodini. Since s resppotus 15 & raqueat oF i college The rest is history, two SAFE Team  student servi : At
Tvﬂ IW_EIHIIHI:!ME never dr: President], That to e wis tnsce:  Enenibirs did belsig Wakpacs with  ofjbe by bt ferdly munbesyon |1 hea
play F:. qualities e % " ship, a violation of the Constitution of  them on Monday, 11/06/95” esablshed the positin of Liwtenart. | s Eliquie
: I"‘P‘“‘-‘“‘-‘ PW-H“ the US, and ran contrary to every- After describing the events of.  (Requiring only a GEDY) with the top
orial, abrasive, confrontational style, i v ieve in - justice, honesty  Nov. 6, Burrows writes Elique and  salary of S000 - more hunaeured | COMIMeNt that
and use of profanity at directors iy ie of that mecting | Rodini informed him he was fired  prbéesor with a Ph.D. eams.” ‘He is in for a
rmhug:h-lmhhﬂhnmdﬁﬂ, came to the conclision that although | from his position s Queens Borough The memo speaks for itself, € IS5 In jor
andl Packingin" the presence of may sometimes disagree with stu-  Coordinator of CUNY Security: Someone with an inside view of rise, and
o] rpund oflergive and ey dents, | will pever bet myself be a part *The reason they gave for CUNY security operations confirms h
anpeofeisional, [t demonstrated 3 cuch il and illegal action as - emoving me had nothing 1 do with  what students and faculty have fig- e betler get
“1 decided 1o leave CUNY after " Proposed by Jose Elique and my performance as Borough Coordi-  ured all along. What CUNY Security used tﬂguns
' i 'f'! Y . Martin Bodird._" rualor. Their stabemend to me was You s all about is 5que:h:hing siudent 3
'mn_dm"'_: “,L,t S dlmmhr: Burrows then described the are not a team membwer, an you did  activism and froe speech. on Cﬂmpus,
:;Img in 'E"“mjﬂt;m; events of Nov. 6 at York, including the 1ot get involved s Timothy Hubband Furthermare, that wsurpation of | Tywo SAFE
: ing Jose 1;: and _ agreement York c.gm-ls!m"m-, did.’ his reference was to City College  rights includes a bop-down violation
e RppREL H et - the SAFE Team three days before,  Secunity Director and Manhattan bor-  of CUNY's own protocol; that only T’Eﬂm mEmbEl"E
18 because [Acting] York Piceemt  Accarding to Burrows, Elique and  ough Coordinator Tamothy Hubburd  the President of each campuscan | fid Byrin
P‘"“J:"” Rodini, whom Burrows calls “two of Who armested a student who grabbed  diecide when guns may be allowed on g
Mubamenad to speak atthe ollegeon it bankrupt persons | him by his collar during a demonstrs: ~ campus. Bt even that protocol i sus- weapons with
e e e o have met”vilated that agmvement: ton that took place at City College. pect as i puts i the hands of a single th
msltntlundt:d i iTuu a:d- “Minter informed both Jose ~Apparently Jose Elique and Martin  person, who on many campuses have €m on
S o g w}fumtd Elique and Martin Rodini that he did Mwﬁaw_mmuh hﬁmﬂmuﬂm:‘m Mﬂﬂdﬂ}";
hmmm*‘_ﬁ‘ " o CUNY cam. 0% Wank any SAFE Team member o plnthh; on! mlﬂw 2 hﬁrhw thousands of prople
Revolutionaries Like We
Roger Bonair-Agard
Until the philosophies Tupac on the front page wned SWAT teams
which hold one race inferior on a public opinion stage to blnw restsl:anne to bits.
and another... but l e Your cé'.lu:l '“ 5
...Superior Revolutionaries gment receive,
is finally spread truth like fertilizer You'll
and permanently watch anger abundant in Revnluhunanes
discredited hkea;lﬂvw
m abandoned 5 deliver blows to l-.he
= - -mﬁtwhﬂuﬂ
T’nuukhwﬁnrmympmt-ﬂ&ﬁ. tlwnmamndhitdl v)
P nu-in ﬁemfmpmaidmt | . 23
' }rﬂ“.' ] L} hnm MIESIIEEII! 1 a 1._..:_-‘ ] L
your dim lit uf uu‘m:'-nty blues; we'll use- B85~ €ad i w ﬂ’bab:es
hulltevnlttﬁmnriu them too for the struggles ,,--n“p,r-u- eout 4"
come under cover of night to become as comte back With rabi
behind deception of flag Revolutionaries Like We 50 thenext Hme W
waving red white and blue ’
bl black all the while

1;5,
...'13- i
South 2
\[ssports stampe d USA

merica on

;1., 2= o reirer the revolution of
ﬁ itionaries Like We

Iyncs by Robert Nester Marley

s who remember

mail .mdtr brﬁ:ﬂprhnn puﬁmm simulcasteroad trips*commodity+*free love*Spherice
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$400 Tuition Increase? Budget

Attack at CUNY!

SLAM! Calls for Student Fightback!

While collegés were closad for wintae
braak Govemor Georpge E. Pataki propased a
S400 a year increasa in fuition lor CLUNWY and
SUNY students, a5 well a5 culs in the Tulon
Assiiance Program [TAP) and offsr student
fid. Thas proposals, i enacted, ana likely 1o
have & devasiating eflsct on CLINY students
Belore classes have even stared on several
CUMY campuses a broad range of studand
activists has already bagun 10 oganise Gppo-
=N ared reszsiands 10 the proposad elion
hike and as cuts

‘What the Cuts Will Mean

The Governor's proposal i5 only the lalest
round in what has been @ long senies of
altacks on CUNY thal have driven tha costs
ol going 40 college beyond tha moeans of an
incraasing number of studenls. in 1235,
whian tuition al CUNY was raised $750 CUNY
51 an estimaled 6,500 students as a resull.

Since CUNY primarily serves poor and
working class Mew Yorkers il is unikely that
many ol fhase students wana ahia io find an
affordable education eisewhere. Thousands
of studants were efiectively thirown out ol
school because they could na konger aflord
am education al a ureversity that twenty years
earier charged nd hurion af all

Tha proposad iulion ke and &d cuts wil
oaftainly pul haghes sducation bayond tha
each ol thinsands mon sudenis

For thia 85,000 studants who recalve Pall

Student

grants and the 72,000 that receive TAP awards
fhe 400 fuition hike will b supplementad culs
in Eheir aid. Pataki & pioposing a §175 million
cul in the TAP funds and changas in how TAP
elgbility o dstormindd 3nd how Fears o ca-
cubated, TAP was oniginally craated when fuion
was ingtited al CLINY in 1977 fo ensune that
e poonesd students would sfill have actess o
Faghar educabon

For many shudents TAP covernd all of Thes
fwition. In 1985 the Gowarnar successtully
i 10 ower P maomum mwand i B0 par-
canl of tulion. This constiuted an efipctive 5320
huion hikes for shudents reciesing TAF. The Gow-
eMmor's proposals this year will have a similas
afiact. The Govemor has gls proposed thal the
frepny Sludents racaihe rom Pell be courlisd
against ham in determining thair TAP awartds

e tustion hike and aid cuts anen'l he onlly
things forcing poor students cul of school. Many
CUNY students are also recipients of public
aszistance. The recent Fedecal workdan kagisia-
tion mandates that many of these shudents musi
N pesrioimn wiorkdang B0 recaive Thiar banafils.
This requinement will make i eflectively imposs-
ble for many of these shudents io stay in School,

In addion 1o he sludents who will ba com-
plately forced oul of CUNY i is probable thal
thousands mone will be kted o kengiihan thedr
sty af CUNY by afiending pari-tima of droppng
0ud & Samhar Pong o G ko S MOondy B0
inish schiol

Many of these whose dreams of going o

coltege are nol desfroyed will see them
defermad And of colirss every single CLNY sh-
dent will be mads ai loast $400 poorar avary
yaar, For hosa siudants the Lation hike will be
paid in & missed mesl heng, 3 jumped urnstils
there, or geliing fhrough & dass wishoot one o
o of the assigned books.

O top of the hustion hilke and aid culs thane
& every raason b eqect that CUNY Chancaior
Whymatka Ann Fusyroids will continus fer assaul
on ihe genaral quadity of CUNY. Chanoaion
Figymioids has responded 1o every single atiempl
1o cut thee CUNY budget in the same way.

Frsl sha carmies oul & highly publicized bui
karpaty inetiectiva lobbying eflort denouncing the
cuits. She aiso issieas a bunch ol prass reeaases
emphasizng how important | is that CUNY shu-
dents regester 1o vole. Then she urng around
and uses the tweat of cuts 1o declare a "finan-
cial edgency” In order b0 fores through: her plans
for restrucluring CUNY over the heads of the
Eaculty povemanca bodies of e varous CUNY
ooleges. Last yoar, whan the cuts in fach did nol
pass (he begisiaiune, Reynolds usad the threal ol
fhem 1o lorce th kayolts of about 150 CUNY fac-
ulty mambers and 1o hiré roughly the same
number of new securnly olficers. She alsa
soughl i loite through the alimination of van-
ous programs on different campuses, including
thir ethnic Stuckes dopartments 3 City Cobega

ChancaBor Reynolds has also usad the
warious butoet crises 1o kvce through & pisce-
mizal dismantling of the SEEK program. Tha

Liberation Action

SEEK program which quarantees remedial
classad, luloiing and alhes sanicas 1o sl
s wid have rocsindd inadedqualie colign
preparafion from ihe Mew York City pulblic
schools, is the cornerstons of open admis-
ssans 8l CUNY — the policy thal efiectivedy
opened CUNY io larps numbers of Black and
Lating shadants in tha 1370

Students will alsa pay lor th cuts in the
form of shorter libeary hours, fewer classes
more crowded classrooms, fewer building
repairs, ouldaled equipmant and the courd-
less other incorveniences that, taken ogeth-
ar, dramatically degrade the qualty of our
education. Students who aflended CUNY
belors previous budget cuts can lestly o e
sgnificant aflects of hese sors of changes

it b5 impossible to predict all the social
costs of the proposed tuition hike and asd
cuts. Bui thene is lithhe doubt thal they will con-
finue the process of comoding he cly's poor-
est and most oppressed communilies,

For hundreds of thousands of pacphe
CUNY i currenily Shir only possible ficket oul
af the poverty and misecy of dead and jobs or
no jobs at all. Snalching thal hope from pac-
piers haarwds will probably hanve diffsrent eflocts
on different people. Some people wil
undoubtedly decide that This system has noth-
ing o oflpr them end thenelore dedicale Heir
Irves 1o fighting it But many ofhers are lkely 1o

W55 o Dick -
Movement
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Just the Facts, SLAM!

What Exactly Do the CUNY Budget Cuts Mean?

The Execulive Budgel which Gowarnor
Georpe Patakd proposed on January 14, 1987
ealls for drastic culs 1o highad aducation; a
£56 9 million cul fo CUNY's oparaling budget.
& $175 million cul to TAP and a $400-a-year
Pustion hike. According o this Mew York Public
inmerest Resaanch Group (NYPIRG), New York
has auperienced lhe nation's stespes]
IPCTBasH B tuston for puiis coldges and un-
versities. in a recently released study, "Dppar-
funity Costs" NYPIRG examined lour-year
plblic cobeges’ buition rabes for full-lime stu-
dents in sach of the 50 states and the District
of Columbia over the pas! seven years. The
Study lowind thal

shiew ook Siale’s awerage tulion and Peas
increased by a siaggering 154.4% (the
biggest increase in the nation), far sleeper
than tha national averags luition inGréasa
(59.9%) and tha genaral cost-ol-hing &5 mea-
surad by e Consumar Prica |rdex (22 5%

«hew Yiork Staka's average tuibian cost of
£1.460 ranked 34t in the naticn in acadamic
yoar 1880 - 90. By 1895 - 56, New York Stale's
fustion waas $3, 714, The Ganaral Aocounting
Cifice — the resaanch arm of the fadeval gov-
amment — has stated that New York's fuibon
was 10h highest in tha nartion

sfyedmge buition and fees as & proportion
ol madkan household income have groan from
464%10 11.25%

“This report claarly documants thal Mew
York Stale leads the nation in jacking up the
cost ol attending coilege,” said Michasl
O'Lowghiin, NYPIRG's Higher Education Pro-
ject Cocrdinabor and co-author of the repor
“The cosl ol publc collage fuition dsvours far

M= from front sl

be besten down, Deprived of hope, peopls
odftan taki oul heir frustasions on themsabes,
freiar famliees. of thesr communities.

Pataids proposats will really be paid for in
i uncountad ncdants of drug dependancy,
dompelic Abuse, Viokanl crimi, Bnd Gven su-
cicié Tt resull when pecpile see na way out of
tha rofhen e they have bean oflerad by this
gystem. The semesior after the 1995 hution
hike and aid cuts workess in Siudant Senaoas
at Hunlar Collage reporied a dramalic
incradss in sukcide cals from students. Thosa
nimbrs oinioudy don nchude thi shadants
who wane unable to come to school that
RTESIar

¥hat |5 Behind the Cuts?

if thia hustion hikd and fid CUls: & goang 1o
have such devastaling consequencas, stu-
dants will be templad 10 ask, wiy would amy-
body suppost tham. Diflenen] eaplanations are
usually offarred. Tha lirst response 5 oflén
that the GGovesnor, The Senate and the Assam-
by mwest nol know whal (he resulls of thair
dclions will ba

O this basis studants will offen afiempl ko
cl, werrl of megt wilh e keqeiaton 1o e
fham know whal will happen il the culs go
thrawgh. But the lagisialors have all been
trncugh &l of Bhis belose. Theny lenow whal tha
effects of the culs will be. They™ nod Ihiid
heads sympathelically whan we ball hem ouw
taies of woed. Bud thal dossn’ madn hey maally
cara, Like the Gowerndd, they & Beholdan i
s mona powerful inlenesis

The lirsl thifg studants nead 1o know
aboul T cuts i thad they i nol the Only Ll
gieds. Tha assaull on adecalion and othdt
social sarvioes is nol limited to New York City
8o thd Stada of Mo Yok o aven o T Linded
Blates. I is & global phenomenon, Politizal
decisions i Albany, like polifical decisions
arpund the world, are mada in the inlerests ol

tudent

mare of Mew Yorkers” larmiy budgets than if did
seven years ago. MNew York musi follow Massa.
chisats’ laad by culling the cost of ution”

According 1o the NYPIRG report “states
have increasingly shifled the cost of paying o
colege trom broad-based public support 1o the
tamiles of students.” This has resultad in the
mos! disadvantaged students deopping oul ol
college. Uniil 1976 tulon &t colleges within the
City Univarsity sysiam was froe for New York
Siate residents. The infroduction of bultlon Fas
made it aimogl impassils for many New York-
ofs i atland any of the CUNY colleges

CUNY students who are very disappointed
with the govermor's plans b & Tulfion Increasa
and Brancial aid cuts. Accoeding o many CLUNY
studienis, some of fhem will hive 1o lede schiool
whilé other students will hine 1o go 10 school
part-iime

Wie're curnanily paying e tanth highest

tustion in tha country. H this proposed tuition
increass goes through, even more of us [l
derts] may not be able 10 go o colege.” insisted
Diana Fryda, a political sciancs mager &t CUNY.
1 canmat atfard another tuiton increass and

I wer e lomarow's keaders. we nieed the
aducation o ba 507 said Sam Badilio, a CUNY
Theabar major.

"Whe can aflond highar tuition? Thess culs
that tha goveinor proposaes &fa simply outra.
getus.” =aid Victoria Braxton, a History and
Education major at CUNY, “What doas he wanl
S 1o da, et anothey job? | work quite a number
ol hours as i i8”

According to the Hunler College Legisia-
tive Action Caucus (CLAC), "Hunter College
shudants will losa 511 million in TAP® In & pea-
iminary analysis of Govarnor Pataki's scecu-
tive budgel, CLAC wrote: "The majosity of

-

@ relatvely small economic el made up of the
cemers and execulives ol major corporalicns
and fnancial institulions

Fuor this pas twonty yoars il alte s Boen
pushing & oofacion ol aconorme: pobies fal an
kngwn vanously &s nec-liberalism or strociursl
adustment. These ane raally just big words lor a
war on the poor. The social upheavals of the
1060 won meor refoems lof poot and oppressad
peaple & anund e workd

Open admissions 1o CUNY were just ong
part of 0 g package ol viclonas whesled by
poor and working peopls trom the economic
glta, Those stnugoies and those gains put Emits
on whal the aconomic elitie could pal away with
and created hurther oppartunities bor us fo chal-
lenge thesr power. Folling back fhose gaing has
boeen the major peoject of the ruling elte snce
i s rly 19708

This process has been assisied by the
rapid globakization of th aconomy and fhe
dirlopmant ol niw commuUnICatons Dechnce-
ghas. As o result ol these developments i has
bacomae possible for corparations 1o mose
invastmenis and [obs afound the world al
rpradibly spepds This means thal when peo-
pla give them troubla in one place thay can
threalan o pick up siakes and move some-
where alse whara labar 15 chaapar of mare
compiard. The consaquencs of s i il hay
can efectively atxmail Cilbas, raguons, and
whibd couniries inty accepling budget cuts o

JOIN SLAM! AND FIGHT
THE CREEPS THAT WANT
TO TAKE AWAY OUR RIGHT

TO EPUCATION!

e

CUNY students are women with Incomes
blow 520,000 par yaar, Naary 10% will ba
afiected by the wefana reforms. Another 10%
will b advarsaty alfectad by the reduciions
in TAR" They wani an o say, “A luflion
increase represents an additonal financial
borden that will foece ham 1o laove college,
following he patiesn sol by the 1305 - 1994
tuition increase "

“The benefits thal a unkersity ystem e
CUNY ghves back o Now York City and indead
Mersi York Sale is remandous” said hacholas
Duincily a CLNY freshman. | eplenishes the
work forcs with aducalad people. CUNY is a
pondult for poor pecpia in this stals b mov up
the social ladder. So this confinuous aflack on
CUNY = o hsribie Shing.”

by Razel Ramen

changes in social policies.

CURNY shuderds have manmy pobeniial alles
workins and walan recipens in Niw Yok City,
SUNY stucents, pdjuncts and ofthe faculty ar
DA ONEs.

Wig are actually Bghling the sams ansmy
a5 Bulo workers in Soulh Konaa, studants in See-
ia, and tha Lapafista rebels in Moo, By mak:
ing Tk brics vt ecuCaly cursedmas Bbout what
W AN L5 agansl and broacksn (h Spenentag
W Can drarw on in finding ways io fight

Studenis Gel Busy

Shudend acihvists (and sludents who hawe
naved besan aciive belorg] ane arpady getling
busy ofganizing against this lates! atlack on
sy, Tl Now York Public Imeresi Respasch
Group (NYPIRG) has already begun tabling on
CUNY campimes whera they have chaplers e
Hunter. NYPIRG s = working i educals stu-
dents about the cuts in préparation o letier
wriling and lobining efiors

Receridly, activists with he Studant | ibers-
tion Action Movemsant (SLAMY) held & stradagy
confarence al Brookhyn Collega. SLAM! & &
coalition of campus-basad grougs scrss CLINY

Thé coonilerencs was atlended by acihts
irom City Collaga, Joha Jay, Hurlae, BMCC, City
Tach, Brookkyn College, the College of Siaten
Island, the Graduate Center and Quesns Col-
lege. oeganizars from the Boston-based Center
lor Campies Organizing. snd individual activists

from Columbia, he Kew School and NYU
who discussad plans for the upooming
SETE0r 85wl a8 Dioader saues of con
cern o shudents. SLAM s preparing @ rally &t
City Hall fo kick off a spring olfensss. Bring
friands and amiy

Students are in a betler position 1o
baal back this latest aftack on CUNY than
thiry have been in years. They have in
SLAM! an established working end democ-
ratic structues for a city-wide coalition, In the
past precious tims that could be spenl onga-
nizing on the campuses has bean con-
sumed reireniing the whael by bulding
whala néw coalitions every year

SLAM! &5 made up of new activists as
wel as velerans of the 1935 and earber bud-
et cul fights. On several campuses indeperns
dant acinests o0 ower Sicen] Qruamments
las! yoar and inroads wans mads in tha Lirs.
vensdly Student Senade (LISS) which in tha
pas has obstnacied the affords of acivists 1o
bl independant mass studen! demdansra-
tions by damanding tha inclusion ol theit
Evorite polficiand Amondg the Sfaiken

Mana of he organizabons Hgiling 1
Busciget Culls harve & colendar of esnnls el tul
it e Wt GO Mt B CONTRNG SEMaghad
il b i BCE One: Bnd e will be plenty ol
Epportnes for students [0 gal actie

tny Chis Day
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Who Is SLAM!
What Do They Want?

We are fighting for the

right of all people to

free quality higher
education.

We are fighting for.a
University that serves

the people. We want

full and direct democratic
control of the University by the
University community of stu-
dents, workers, and faculty.
We call for the.immediate
transfer of.control of the Uni-
versity from the Board of
Trustees, which respresents -
the interests.of a tiny ruling ™
elite; to a demecratically elect-
University Council of stu-

o erggnd faculy.

n that aids us
uggles for lib-

eration and tha creation
of a new sodey We call for

the democratic féorganiza-
tion of the-currictlum, meth-

ods of'teaching, and the
grading systern 4

II'ID

We am, tlghtmg ﬁ:&r

unconditional free=

dom of political
expression on campus,
including free access to the
campus by all memebers of
the community and an end
to all practices of University
administration intended to
suppress political activity.

Student

We are fighting for
the immediate can-
cellation of all bonds

and other outstanding
debts that drain money
from the University to fur-
ther profit the rich.

We are fighting for
conditions of life that
enable us to learn.
These include free quality
food, ‘sheltefyhealthcare,
childcare, transportation,

tutoring, and remediation

forall members of the Un1

vegﬂty cunununhy.

wwe fighting for am
' autonemousibiniversis,

ty. We

n.:.- t on m

We ara hghting for. fan" immediate severing of all

“University ties with G‘iﬂﬂﬂ

rate, ﬁr[ar:mgal,P governmen-
tal and mllﬂary institutions

that contribute to the main-
tenance of the existing
oppressive social order.

We-are fighting for an

iand off campus. We'

caH furthapﬂilce foibe per: |
T ybanned fromithe: ™ [

Unwersdy forthe disman-
tling of the SAFE unit, and
for campus security to be

placed under democratic
cr:mtml of the University
community,

‘sions are made by those

‘racism, to the oppression

end to police tegforon -

We are fighting for a
truly democratic soci-
ety in which all deci-

who are effected by them, a
society commited to meet-
ing the basic needs of all
people, and to protecting

the planet we share.
an end to.all forms

1 n of oppression and

exploitation:” to» white
supremacy and allforms of

We are fighitng for

_ of women, to_the repres:
_sion of the full diversity of
consensual-human sexuali=
ty, andto the profit system
Hljdthe rule nch '

POWEB
to the
PEBPLE'

SL_AMI is.a damocraﬁca!ty
grganized ail.iﬁent group
open ‘to #ﬁ’liﬂduala who

are willing to work and
believe in the above
principles. For further
Information on getting
‘down with the SLAM]
crew, please call:

212077204261

Liberation ﬂtinn Movement
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- Guerrillas Invite Themselves to Dinner

mee—— by Sandra Barms

f December 17 of last

semester, just as sio-

dents at CUNY were

cramming bor finals

and gcrambling bo

peigarch papers, some 350

miles sooth of New York City,

approximately 15-20 armed members

of the Peruvian guerrilla ongamiza-

tior, Tupac Amars (Movimsemnio Rev-

olucionario Tupsc Amam), gave a

whiole new meaning to the phrasr
"crashing a party.”

Disguised 25 cooks and walsers,
they slipped easily into the home of
the Japanese ambassador to Peru,
Morihita Aok, and took hostage an
inbernational array of 300 diplomats,
politicians snd business men who
had gathered in Lima, Peru's capital ,
o celebrate [apanese Emperoe Akihi-
to's birthday.

Who are these masked party
crashers? What do they want and
why huve they pone to such lengiths
o capture ghobal attention? The news
media has presented a distorted

imagr of the META which this article
mocks bo :
In his first public address on the

Cops Quit

eesmeassssesme by Hob Wallace

n Movember &, 1995,

CUNY Central's palitical

police, the SAFE Team,

arrived at York College

ot in Cueens. There the

special squad of CLINY Security off-

cers sef up a phalanx through which

students wishing to enter their own

campus had io pass and show their

s

The reason? Mation of [slam

speaker Khalid Mubhammad was

inwvited by students to speak for Black

sodidarity Day. York administrators

claimed the student group that invit-

ed the controversial Mubammad had
not filled out the proper fonms.

{Later, o the administrator’s

embarrassment, the students proved

with photocopies of the submitted

Amfrif.‘ﬂ I S protestant work ethiceslave divinity*coca

takeover Fujimori wvebhemently
affirmed that he maintaired a “firm
position of not giving in o blackmail
from terrorists.” In response o the
question of economic disparity, Fuji-

forms, that they in fact had )

When Muhammad armived, the
SAFE Team barred his enfrance,
Muhammad amnd the students
marched in profest around the

ol Bhe Caftpas urihl .-lp.'hnF;
York College President Thomas
Minter relented and allowed ihe
epovch o ke plaoe

In June of 1996, York College's
Dhrector of Sevarity Winston Bemows
resigned. The following are excerpls
from a memao attached with his letter
of nestgnaation from York. The memao is
dated ]u]:r*, 198 ared & addresed o
CUNY Chancetlor W. Ann Reynolds.

“After 17 1/2 years of servioe al
York College | decided 1o resign effec-
tve June 30, 1996, | did so becanse |
could not let myself become party lo
the illegal scheme put forth by City
University Director of Public Safety
Jose Elique and his Deputy Martin
Rodind. At oar November /95 seoarity
directors meeting they announced a
plan designed to deny students and
others their constitutional right of free
speech..

"My reason for leaving is my

dissatisfaction with the leadership of

go to page 6

ty through several measuns.”

mori said that he & “attacking pover-  from 22 percent to 11 percent of the

population by the year 2000. Fugimon

He also said that he expected - also denounced what he referred to 2

that the economy will continue to
impeove and that poverty will drop

After 17 & a half

years of service
at York College
I decided to
resign effective
June 30, 1996.
I did so
because I
could not let
myself become
party to the
illegal scheme
put forth by
City University
Director of
Public Safety
Jose Elique
and his deputy
Martin Rodini.

“violence™ &s a means bo address his
country’s problems. “We are not
going to liberate those terrorist
groups because of our law and
because of national security™ he said,
The U.5.-backed Peruvian
government has had its hands full
l‘lh:l'npl:i:n.p; ta Batile bath the
MRTA and the pessant based Com-
munist Party of Peru/Sendero
Lumiross since 1980 In the face of
surprising rebel advances, the gov-
ermmient has consistently respond-
ed with broad repression that ranks
amiong the worst in the hemisphere.
The mainstream press has
reported the sentiments of the Pera-
vian governmend. in its first repost on
the takeover, Nightline repeatedly
referred do the guerrillas as terrorists
endangering innooent fives in ander io
free their jailed commadies. ABC corre-
spondent Juan Quinonez described
Peru's jails “helthales where cold
and Eung:’:.' prisoners are L-l:'p! 1
hsad s Ilrrrnl.:r-fuur hioers & dljr.
anchaed with a ball ard chsin® Bul
hoe qifickly added that “their crimes
mserit (st keird of harsh treatment.”
(Quinonez's comments sharply
ooniradic the oommibmend &0 human
rights that the U5, prodesses to uphold.
testher the Al Yiork Times nor the icke
vision news provided the META an
oppartnity ko explain ils views.
Fufimari's claims reganding both
eronomic conditions in Perw and the
s0 called “terrorist™ actions by the
MRETA are bath slanted and {alse,
according to Harry Rodgrigues, the
chair of the Latin American and
Caribbean Studies program of Hunder

of the Peruvian economy has only
benefited fonesen bnvesioes.

"Increased privatization and
technobogy has further concentrated
capital in the hands of a very few
while 13 mllion of Peru's ctizens live
in extreme poverty. For example in
Lima, Peru’s ur:l!l.:l, pﬂ]ple are
forced 1o make their living as street
vendors and street sweepers. These
Jovw-end workers buve worked to take
matters into their own hands and
harve formed milk distribution and
child cane co-ops. The mayor of Lima
acted quickly o remove profesting
#lreet workers from the city center,
dismissing them as loMerers 2nd has
taken over the co-0ps in onder to gain
support for the government,” Dr.
Rodrigues said

“The META had no cholee bul fo
take over the Japanese Embassy, The
peaple of Pera, including the mem-
bers of the META have no political
space in which bo address their griev-
ances. The media only presents one
side of the story and never makes the
conmection between socusl uneest and
poverty. The META had to take dra-
matic action,” said FProfessor
Rodriguez, “The news media won't
repart an acouraie picture on how the
government violently represses any
form of mass protest.”

Terrovism Schmerrorism

To understand the situation in
Peru it is important o address the
question of terrornan. In a G
issue of The Nation, one editor
heavily criticized the repeated refer-
ence b the guerrillas as bermorksts by
the U.5. media since “not a single
mendion was made of the stade terros-

—

Disguised as
cooRs and
waiters, t
slipped easily
into the home
of the Japanese
ambassador to
Peru and took
hostage an
international
array of 500
diplomats,
liticians and
usiness men.

{sm that Iu.-,' h-!l]]lﬂl fun up Peru’s
political death toll over the last
decads to mane than 30,000.°

Also igrored by the news media
are Fujimori's “suto-coup” of 1992
that shut down the Peruvian Con-
gress, and no mention has been made
of his "Decrees 25475 and 25659,
which abalished due process. handed
extraordinary power bo the military,
oreated faceless courts with hooded

zo 1o next pageaie-

Coliege. He that the growth
r&'ﬁﬁﬁﬂ'ﬁ)ﬁﬂgﬁ'hﬂﬂt&‘l blue jeans
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Anonymous Poster Found on
Random American Streetcorner

et LTS
padges and 2 1o dispatch

hondreds (of Peravian citizens) to
those medieval style prisons cn the
i suspsion of, yes, lermorism” The
Matwoi reporied.

Language is a powerful tool.
Unee someons &5 labeled a termoris
they are immediately dehmmanized
and their grievamces are de-legit-
imized, whether or nod their actions
actually menit the definition. Cher the
"6 Christenas holiday, the mother of

jailed Tupac Amarg leader Victor
Polay told the viewing audience of
Urnipizron, a Spanish language televi-
sion shation, that the jailed rebels are
“mol lerforal” bul "advocated lor
Peru's impoverished masses

[n their second communigué,
posted on the web site of a European
brasgad suppart group Arm (R Spent,
e META asserted that the persons
being delained In the Ambassador’s
home are being treated "in conformi-
ty with the standards of respect for
hurmun dignity that had always char-

acterized our orgenization.” Upen
seizing the Ambassador’s home on
December 17th, the MRTA quickly
released the catering crew hired for
I:I'rl.".'rrung': festivibes.

The Red Cross contimaes b
have sccess to the compound in
order to provide medical sttention
and food as well as serving as a
souree of information on the condi:
thon of the h.H-h:;h In am anecdote
reported on December 30, 1996 by
CNN , the rebels allowed a delivery
of dog food for Japanese Ambas-

The MIRTA’s 4 Demands
1. The freeing of over 300 of its members currently
being held in Peru’s military prisons.

2. An end to the inhumane prison conditions to
which the MRTA prisoners are subjected.

3. Anend to the Neo-liberal economic policies that
exploit the already impoverished people of Peru.
4. Anend to the political repression that has
worsened since the “auto-coup” of 92, in which
Alberto Fujimori dissolved his opposition.

exdor Morihita Aokl's two German
Shephends.

It is important for CUNY stu-
dends bo regard these individuals as
“human” explained Dr. Rodrigues
He alio said there are simibaribies
between the economic conditbons
effiecting the people of Peru and those
eftecting CLINY students

Increased privatation in Latin
America, has cansed mass unemploy-
ment, disease and abject poverty
While the conditions in Latin America
are more sevens, privalration is slso

“ereating & thind world in thes coun-
Iry,” stated D Rodriguez. Here the
effects are evidenoed by the cuthacks
in welfare and education, as well as
the proliferation in substandand hous-
g, arud ther attacks (15 nTLrn:.ﬁrmh.
Dy J-[-m.lnﬁ'u.r.n! alan Flul.nlrd ol
it bevaisse private corporalions con-
fimise o bransfer both blue and white
collar jobs oversees where they can
pay people substandard wages (& in
the case of Peru) oar CUNY dIPLm.I-j-

will L:h'nu.-.lngl'. b wrarthdi.

Blasphemy in Advertising

M

from page 4

P

strength paint and the fifty-percent
paint is fo0 sudden. | solade this anea
with the Lassoo ool and blur it with
the Guassian Blur filter

Looking good, looking good.
Mow back to the image. Another tap of
ihe Q kev and the area ve painted
aver & selecied, surmounded by mov-
ing dotted lines. With the Levels com-
mand | darken the area, making the
model look as stoned as | am. Yery
good, i | may sy so mvseli, [ open the
seoond image and repeat the provess
for the “after™ shot, this Bme moving
the: Leweds the opposite way 1o lighten
the bages until they disappear,

Looks peTied o me. I check the
tiene: thas has taken me all of twenly
prurmbes b0 dao. o back o Mel's oftice,

"Would you like to check them
on the screen before | print them
out?™ [ ask

" Youi o alireadyl donw 17

“Yeah,” | answer, coolly erjoy-
kng ks incredulify

[ lead him back bo the produc-
fion reom, and with Command-£
kirystrokoes, puat on a litthe “Tefore and
after” show mysell, showing each
image in its original form, then with
my refoaching, then badk

“That's amazing!” he exclaims
“Wiait, | want Mary b0 see this!™ [ have
never seen him excited before. He
brimgs in first one marketing person,
than another. They all coo “Incredi-
bl "o peadist? and soon

Much as | enjoy having my ego
stroked, prafse slways leaves me at @
hoss for wonds,

"Ah, it's nothing,” I say, "just
O my o,

*Latin House*open mikes*ZZ Topp*barbershops+baseball caps*nothing but madness & money*Hwy 61
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Who Cut the Cheese
With rGBH?

e Dhairy Coalition, in collab-

aratbon with rBCGH mana-

facturers and the Food and

].ilrup; Admintiration, 15

poisoning our milk supply

In 1984, the FOLA warned RrOCery

shoees ol B0 Label, el malk Gamons

free of recombinant Bovine Growih

Harmane, a genetically engineened

drug which is inserted info cows o

make them peoduce 10-27% more milk

iham saal

The FIVA his ssserted for the tao

and & half years since recombinant

Buavine Growth Hormone (fBCH) was

introchaced fo the market, that there is

hardly any difference between malk

From rBl:H-injected cows and those
that have not been ingected.

However, Amenican and Earo-

peny schenitific studies shew that malk

from injected cows contalng much
higher levels of IGF-1 {Insulin
Garonwth Factorr), which cani be respon-
sible for breast and codon cancer, pre-
msatiene growith stemulabion in infands,
puverile disbetes, ghacose inlolerance
and hyperensior. rBGH s barned in
Europe and Canada.

It"s U5 producers are now sell-
ing gobs of it to the southern hemi-
sphere (Brazil, Soath Adrica, Zimbab-
wel, and kn the name of “econamic
faimmess,” the FOA has ruled that eifk
confaining rBGH docs not have (o be
lahelled “rBGH-free.”

Most dairy companies won't
Inbwed thesr products. This presents a
problem 1o consumers who do not
betieve thad rBGH s harmbess

Where [d This Pas Come From?

How did rBG:H F"t F'J.'-.‘rl'd h:l.'
the FOAT Weell, the Clinfon Adminis-
Eration hus promised the bsstechmolo-
gv industry an open door for their
pew irandenfoods, and becase Con-
gress has been pressuring the FDA to
allow the biotech companizs to do
their own besting. to spoed new dinugs
b0 mashont.

This Is apparenily with the
undersiood nesult of expenmenting
o the American pecple because nong
of these drugs have undengone
long-term testing,

-~ When rBGH's main producer, - higher

Monsanto, invested a bilbon dollars
into blogenetics, the FDA did mot do
any kong term health studies [as they
did wiith 1 when they came
ot and now doctors find & great bit
o thesr resadues in canoer cells)

The FDA kas not hanned ¢BGH
even though studies published in
Canoer Research prove its link to can-
cer (June, 1995) and despibe the fact
that milk from treated cows has been

rejecied by many consmmens because
of its very high pus count. The pus
o fromm & senois sleckion of the
udder, called Mastikis. Cows with
Mastites have b b treahed with lange
doses of antibiotice. which can also
sherw op In e milk.

The FDA is now compased of
Morsanto esnployees. Michael Tayler
is the FDA offictal who ni;nrd the
Federal Register nofice waming gro-
cery stones nol o labe] Eheie mialk
B H-free.

He was an FDA official until
1984, when he joingd Morsanan's Lw-
firm. He worked for Monsanto for
seven years and heiped them gel FDA
approval of tBGH. Then, Taylor was
retarmed o the FDA. where be acied
5 assistant commisstoner for policy
He appointed a number of others
froen Monsanto to positlons af the
FDVA, weith Clindon’s JI,!FlrI.Il.'.ﬂ

Cows Moo - Media Chickens Ot
Crver 800 dairy farms which
used rBGH have made complaints o
Morsanto or the FDA of havirg bo kild
cows niade sick from their over-pro-
duction of IGF-1, and of losing hun-
dreds of dollars per farm
Approximabely $0% of the beel
used to make hamburgers is ground
eabed cows could contain
Tevels.of WGF-1 and antibsotics.
Wy hasn't this been in the big-
time emedia? Im 1991, & journalism
professor at the Texas A & M Center
for s ¥ Policy and Ethics
complained that Monsanio was Hyve
publicity, and that Monsanto had
gotten good at manipulating the sci-
entific press by witholding pleces of
information.
When LISA Today published an
asticle on Epstein’s finding that rBGH

R CONG DY R SR P DR
What's Up With the New World Order?

- by Gustave Espherica
itting around the Spheric
office plotting to take over

the world, we nobced some
shadowy group had beat us
ot Spheric's industrious
research staff scoured through the
halls of

Lucky for us we didn't have o
look far. Husber College’s lbrary was
fossirgg ot & bunch of old manietos
from the John Birch Society. This
famiicy litthe outfit formed in the 1950's
fo expose the Intermational Compnu-

nist Conspiracy’s stbempt fo take over
Americas mind by polluting our
‘precious bodily fhaids’ with floridat-
ed water. They were not sucoessful.

Each of their little pamphlets
was cramamed with footnobes refer-
ring ko their odher Little pamphlets
The subjects ran from from “Eisen-
hower: Dupe of the Reds™ to "[1's Not
Just the Jews: A Guide to Who's Who
in the Shadpw Governmend.”

The book pinpointed an chasive
group known as the Council on For-
eign Relations (CFR), whose workd
headquarters i coincidentally across
the sireet from Hunber College,

Intrigued, | gave the CFR a call

"Hi, my name is Gustavo
Espherico, and | go o Henber Collepe
across the sireet. | have a book hene
thal savs you ginys are an evill organi-
mation bend on taking over the workd
Is that true?™ After some buck-pass-
ing, | finally repested the question 1o
& lady up &t public relabons.

“¥e cannod commsent on that,”

wis her official answer. "Wy not™ |
queried. "Because we canmol com-
maenk on thak™

This wasn't hurning out 1o be
much of an interview, 5o | ven-
fured further.

“What part of the question can’t
You comment on? AR YOU &N oA
zation? Are vou already conirolling
the workd? 1 this mudness? Are you a
human being?” | probed desperately.

“We cannot comment.”

After explaining that the book
accuses CFR of orchestrating both
World Wars, Korea and Viet vam,
plus the “Gulf Conflict,” Somalia,
Bosnia, and so forth, neailting in han-
dreds of millions of deaths, | ¢coun-
tered "these sound like pretty serious
charges o me.."

“We cannot comement on that,”
the 'R flack repeabed for a final time,
before thanking me for my inberest
and introducing me to the dial tone.

That's when | realized ils the
PHONE COMPAMNY that congrols
the world. Based on a true story.

injections can fead to cancer, the Dakry
Cioaldibion {a gang of glant dairy corpo-
rations] met with the LSA Today edi-
tors and convinced them io publish
fetter fefubing Epstein’s findings. The
letter, signed by two dairy industry
bon “When will the media stop giving
national prominence bo ungualified
activists who ory “cancer 7

The U5SA Today reporter wha
wiole the original article said, "In
general, we've found it's become
mocas i for industry lobby-
iats to try and intimidate reparters
from writing things that will reflect
badly up on their industry.”

What Now, Brown Cow?
Consumer advocabes ane on the
verge of winning the fight against
rBGH. More and more food compa-

nies are refusing bo use the drug.

The Clinton
Administration

has promised
the

industry an
open door for
their new

frankenfoods.

The problem s we sill don"t
know who is using if, because of
the labelling law. Here's a list of
milk producers that do mot wse
rBGH: Farmland {on strike, don't
buy), Bonnybrook, Meadowbroalk,
Sannydale, Horiwon, and Beyer

from 3
found how could
be. Mot the Rockies rising, out of the
huscious, (ke a woman's hips:
butt the violence of conkingal brh, of
no history.  Amesica hit me like o fist
fin the chest.
1 found america, the ondy fand |
ke inabook
Just two years prior, after
knenwing what america wis capable
o, | renounced my citizership with-
out ever having been to another
country. | could be from no other
phace, but was a foreigner in the land
ol my barth.
Whitman had no illusions
about the nature of the beast, its

abolitionist and saw the human
spccies not as mankind, but the
union of man and woman. He saw
cities as natural as canyons. He saw

the light of god shine from
SVl

. The america he sang was more
than just an indéx of atrocity. It was,
and is, horrible and beautiful. t s,
for good or (1, a heooming.

America is what am be. America

slavery and genocide. He was an

o the prisores.

W

"
is a dream that is real. America is
and has always been a ;
of dreams: slaves fighting slave mas-
bers, a colony turned cmipine, 8 liber-
tarian police state.,

| cannot renounce america
because it is all | know: 1t b the poet-

| know we will be free. Long
lrve the revolution,

*Mingusstalk shows+platanos+Amos ‘n Andy+shotguns+Wal-Mart+beatniks+lolitas galores99¢ stores+0ld



Red, White & Blues

FOR SALE

UNDER 5100

Sternos, YCOFs, compuien, cam-
eraes queck, | noad i sedll now.. 'y
o the ooimer of Fullon and Flal-
Bush weanng the Yellow Meutca
[kt Wit you warl b8 what | can
gattl! HO QUESTIONS ASKED
OR AMSWERED

Hama Wl Covdar]
Pack up your Fycer ruck with the
idaho WiGa'y owensockad “ordi
NEACE" Msce with o, privermn
grade (200 subskdnad) fop sl
aned o s of Arnoco Uitra!
Dichrgls wslonme’ o5 55
Serrd prriens o
Witile Homesand nc
Harpdon Lake, 1D 00655

Surphss Bophisty!

BiG discouants!
Orilciogecsl Prooks for god . §4.55
Samobcal Semanbcy 2945
Comimusl Obwciiviam. . S14.05
T Mg ol b Toemilony .. 522,50
Tamgorary Obidreormind Joneld 35
Hypoieical Mangsn . 547 80
Posipostism 560,05
Fanrdomsl Xvaicfing 55595

Workers Rearguard!
Gl tha hally bound, mne essdn-
tial polemicy of Trolsky's
advanced Feones of mound sye-
giasses and te prolaiaran dyen!
How about “Masturbation
Belrayed™ Trotshy's scathing

Jackie OH MY GOD!
Jusl dhscovened: Former 13 Lady
Jaipebrs Kennedy Onassis’ phal
azs Kangol, acguired in a her Bated
liacsony with Sormassier Slick Fick [ia
Flulesr; o egesocks which msuled in
e ol "Linck Dced”. A, np-0ft you 2an']
pass up! M

FOR SALE

AT ANY PRICE

Falupus Existence
For the simple price ol your
soul, you 100 can spand tha

badl yoars of wour lile chainad
10 o Choch undsr fonresoant
lightang amd lesl luciy io at
lpast hawe 8 b
Apply anywhere thal |5

Zarnitweira's Monkey
Call bor b quote 212-7T2-42789

APARTMENTS

What a FIND!
§2.000'mnth £ Vilage-shude? E
Bif, b'twn vl D& C, *CHl" In
ihig spacsaus "enb” (12« 18
wiprvaie sinkl) in frue anamani
charm - cold waider with ro pres-
gure (Honk ol the slores vouT
Tedl}, pesnuing herotn sddicts for
nedghbors (i la Bohdma) and
suthenticly lyrannscal larsdiond!

&xposs on how the Cominbern  Ssoderis weloome
derniarched Wi beave co Stroding
pariors] Ocder ow and recen  Fried & Gentritied
“Catechism of 8 Trolsiops!® whese 0 looks Black, it smells Black, bul
e groal masier mplaens B v honey, § ain Black! New and
s of the harangud, aphiseg 4 Impmved Mousang in Hansm, ahe
wreckrs), Bnd how misknihiopy e gat il Bnd Waskingion Heghis,
5 T lomy B0 sociakem venl can jusd Bum B bridges. Con-
P05 iact Wiwle Fght Realy
Drugs: iree sampie, siding Tuls the & Traln
scaly, Al proceads go kwards e Live in relative comiartina
T o Covir, Too™ hund. Sand haated, pra-turnmbad railroad
orders o apariment (hal's part of New
iCocama lmpor Agency York's fastest growing
Lincyay, i (W55 tract, Waws Trom Far Rock-
Ewiy omE mingls o 242nd 51,
Frisky, Frisky, Frisky Soquerais, the neil. Contact the Matroped-
i bamel of fun §504dz igan Transporiation Aulhority,
at Allt RENTI
Hare's how il works: You 58nd US| g e ke the Broadwey mos
money and we keap ¥ Odernow ol Frush olf e bus from the
and o exira mothing lor o l8ts ridwnst? Locking lor the bigh
something Send  YOUT  peag? Baho Reality seeks ot
POy i students io pack in kanstional
Zitiars, nasghbortioods! The oy al your
Asry Ponat Devisson door mnd cates $00n i come?
WYC.NY 60606 £200 fee included in appoiniment
Sound and Fury signilying Siatic Island!

nothing. contact tha “Al Gore
D Man for Year Ziarg™ slecSon
campaign. @212-TT2-4279

FOR SALE
UNDER 5500

Partialy pro-owned Assmasier
EmETIa Miaching. Fams your mis-
arakia lile on youl miseabE A58
and whip your bung inic a rectal
i I:H & HETTEETY

ﬁuwmm

basics of “white
HI"""EGJ-IH and
become eady when you u:'du:
EEanG s ot i you sy Bul how
you gy i1, 0 o Thens gods Bhe
resghbomood”

'I"urrru;

Mgl Class tract howsing avail-
able in & Mew York away nem
Mew Work. Low megro quotisnd
Mobesters and cops only, please

SPHERIC

SPHERIC’S ALL-AMERIGAN GIASSII’IEIIS

squat , then rof

e Yiori's high rents getting o
ya' Then come on down f0 the
LES and work your backeide of
ot yuars b shandoned build.
ings 50 eal xtabe Dycoons Can
cash in afier the mayor sacs you
with T @i of ew York's Finest

HELP WANTED

Maney for Molhing?

INCEINE Bid DENG SCORPIED Dy
oM ol AMETICE § 10p Drokerags
houses, Hourg are long and
e wosti ma Rard. bul one day
yod oo coadd Sl Back and el
nierns work for youlll Mo
EXperience necessary, only a
uloodusl and egods thal bela
us knew yoof (ha righi mEn jed
ke job. Fosdions lor women
#ik0 avallabig i the secrelarial
pool, big tits ane & big plesH

Why Work All the Tima?
al Bhe zama baring job,., Blg
Daddy Temporary i sEaking
desparalaly unemployed and
overqualified recent college
ili':'l.ln'-l"l?'i- on the I}Q‘"Ilr Iha tag!
aaced ride ol & Nlatima or &
B wlBlE, whichdver comEs
hirss. Work on @ :ll'ﬁlllﬁl"l I prc-
juct bases Ior FORTUNE 500
companieg who jusl downsined
your parents. Ard for your par-
&nia, IHE[ 188 can now work
on & progect [0 propct bass

Will Work For Food?
Of course you do.

COINTELPRO is Hiring!
b e Sl S

il e e s
i [ i —

e s )
B S5555E
Foor inlpremastion coniadl e FRL

Posts, Dancens, Arlisls
Pogltons avallable for you in
food properation and service
dighwashars, wailsrs, pacns

Career IN Science!
No Exp. Necessary!!

Mi. Shananigan Hospital
Madical School is seeking
ralatively healthy destituies
far climieal treals om whal
Pappens when you 8al nothing
bl Entemmann’s baked goods
Algo, lesting the eifects
ol geCapiiation on maste-
line sexual performance
Contagt Dr. Mengels in
Tuskpapos

s iy o et v urcher The
oician arhes. Lived of opporundy

We Pay Cause We Care!
Adjanct mebraclors in 1he so-
ances and humanities sought
by the City Univarsily ol New
Yok Masters dagres requined
51,200 par cliss and no bor-
hits. Fabuliférows oppodtunity

CUNY s seeking axpernenced
law enforcimont officers. Starteg
pay 323,000y, wih full banafis.
Top sabaries up o $82 0004 if
vou show enocegh anthissiasm
Apply diractly b Jale Eliqua
pangEls béich lor hine

Chikdren Ang Belter

Seen and Not Heard
For $38/day wa'll take you
bradly ds #0d leach them how
1o maks walahs, 1Bnnis Faquets,
and microchips. Posdtions also
Fraiabis m P “Wood Owl Cops”
whers the fpkes learn gbout tha
arirgnmant whils cleanrsg nes-
v 0ol of Cioriieml Parkc

Jusd Ancther Brother?
Mo arpatiarca NG “olhcial”
HeferansasT Join the feam &l

B-Biall Disgiributicn, Starting

galaries up 1o 55, 000wk in

calas S&CuHily, collachon,
Eesbribason mnd ﬂ‘-i"'?llrl-'l'l'l'ﬂ'

despanately e o (ol b
geching dasparsdn papulstion
Criming alement readd, 100

Immedighe Opaning 8¢ Bad Bay
records. It & bsg space Lo 6
call 212-TT2-4379

PERSONAL

MATCHES

Desperately Sesking Anybody
in this ooty of 10 mallion peopls
| Bm &0 dedperately MSone Ml
| will sand Thig prayes io yoo

musl BB decent and kind
Emplayed, wilhoul baggage
H*rr-sl and opan o commifs
mént. Be Basuldul, bul mol
vain. You musl be (e parl ol
me | lack. Aace Enimporisnd
Gendar amimpariant. | jusl
need Enoimer soul to e Meew
Yeork <l b brutal

FIrappng (vory Buck sasiing
Submissive Driental Gaisha
Eludied in the '-n'lrE- o1 ke
ERE” andd doeanT lalk Back and
ingws how 10 briad a man and
&n 1 dificsll lvios LaTY Spoikag
iemunaris, Suathi rolesg & phis
A ittle Engiish a .
Too much English a minus

bud page me st BOO-THT-1450

LL BE YOUR MIRROR. Sl
obpectification af no oot

Singlg White Prophet
guilar played, gua enifusiest
HEB!I-HI; wige-pyed Mary typa
wiho dosten’| mung shaning for &
diving evening of frocrealran
Erosawand soly N ana b&'.'llll'l'J
Eha ATF

BREAD &

CIRCUSES

Red Baron in the Tth?
Packers over Falcons by 57
Dhan'L bose your money 10 BMds
Eurs, loss o 8 redl Booke
Call Tory “Wo-Chin” Barnbody &l
F12-TT2-4270 Wa'na organsnd

I r e
rhaadt & LNe Folleh’

{:Dr[lﬂ'rlll' posiliong gvailaile
for womeén and minofities
polishing eur glass cailing

Fiy 1o a Banana Republic!
Exciling [obs im ralail st tha
itashign planiation

O From Rags..io Fege

Bisak ingo the Raakecn indusbry

in the tradition ol Horatio Alges,
Oppartumity rwails in Sunsel
Park, Chinglown and the Fash-
Waf Awinug itbell. Work in 1ha
shops whens you can sweal

“iAiention Ladise!

R A AR LA LR
Money for college? Bills?
Beautific bodacious buzom T
‘W take Mal chicks Tog
Bacome & ascorl al
Party Girls Ltd.

Aliar all, any job in Amanca is
sami horm of whoting
50 why nod pet pasd?

LA T LR AL AR A A1

Mo Limits 1o Growth

Join [ laEtng growing indusng
in Amarza Corsclions cfliosn

g

.-.:_.‘. -

Why drive by with a shotoun? We have tanks.

ARE YOU LOOKING AT MET
S probesicnal dives Iving on
ha adge, poltcaly aoike, s
markbmin Seakeng SWF
prodessional bionde lor pes and
TRtk (il

G dwoler soughl ioe platonc
ralalicnahip. Yous colles, my

B ek, Cakl

"mmu mﬁ
talne i N
e park B possibs i,

This Baby's Got Back
B 1| rec i clacicly, B ) S
= g o you mre @ CEQ type snd
e A netalhvely chasn - |
naed your special kind af
Wit

Evar Wonde

How Mctory, Gl Descowend?
T8 [ THE FTLASI
Yiour fncribe TO's soom

chamciers am o b your
EIE CDOpTEOrs Rerun,

Florida, J.J and sac i

Liwes Bt will giver o mdhvice:

mh;mﬂﬂnw

8l e, 50 f Rk
sy g Ve o o ol

Caall now v el @ fopen pmaaciing
hﬁfmwwu'

nend & comTnenis io

Spicesquiet desperation*Dr.

Seuss+free sugar+Kathy Lee Gifford+a statue of liberty*Exxon+bacon & eggs*payolasspheric
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come from a low-chiss family

ini & low-class neighborhood

on the west side of Morelia,

in the state of Michoacan in

Mexico. Most of the families living

there are poor. Many of them have

come fo the cities from rural villages,

looking for a better life and instead

they find misery, exploitaticn,police
brutality- all that kind of shit.

Most of freends in my meighbor-
hood were invodved in cheap drags,
nod like cocaine in the US. Cocaine is
oo expersive in Medco. We got kigh
on industrial glue; it's the cheapest
drug in Mesico.

5o | got started in gangs, sniffing
ghue and smoking grife (marijuana). |
was fifteen years old. One day, | was
wearing a backpack with marijuana
in it. The cops caught me; | was under
the influence of glue. They took my
frifa and tock me to jail. Becaise my
family had no money, | had to stay

the ioilet was broken, s there was a
lot of shit all over. The place stunk
real bad. That place was hell.

Jailbreak

Two guys had been thrown in
jail at the same time | was. T hey
were ofder than me and they were
involved in heavy stuff, mot like us
teenage gangsters. They looked
around the cell and said, “Well, this
jail i a picce of cake. We've got o get
out of here.”

They took a picce of metal from
a ceilling light fixture and used it with
a piece of blanket to break the pad-
lock of the back door of the jail el

On the other side of the door
there was a small sidewalk that bed to
& wall With the same piece of metal
they made a hole in the wall.

When these hwo guys escaped, |
decided to escape with them. At first,
they only planned to escape them:-
setves. However, by the time the job
was done, we were six? Many in the
cell stayed because they wene afraid.
You see, if you escape and you are
caught by the policia udicial, they will
kill you. So more than half of the peo-

stayed.

Once we wenl through the hole
in the wall, we ran across a parki
ot and jumped a big fence 21 the end
of the lot. On the other side of the
fence was a lumber yard. We went
into the lumber yard, and then

another fence and inko a nurs-
ery. The six of us split up in different
directions, but the two guys who
broke us out of jail came with me
becanse they wenen't from my home-
town and they didn’t kmow the city.
They didn't know where to nan, 5o |

I

We D

dn’t Cross the Border-

The Border Crossed Us

bold them fo follow me.

W wenit ta my mother's house.
At first my mother was When
1 nocked on the dooe she wid “Who

Sl SREERE
people VORET ree,” and 1 said “No mom, ]
There were no showers ind 4.y ) fiy not free!® She got rel

sad because if [ was in trouble before,
e [ e i sl ool

It wias Christmas and she had
cooked a bunch of tamales, so she put
some in a plastic bag and gave me
some money. Me and the two guys
walked as far away a5 possible from
my mother's place. We were afraid
the cops wonld bo my house.

I walked with them to the bus
station. | gave my money b the two
guys. | iodd them, "] have friends here
and | have places to stay, but you
don't. Take this money and go.” When
1 gave them the money, i was a very
emotional moment. They looked at
me and said, “You know what, Luis,
we'll never forget this. Maybe we'll
never see each other again, bui we'll

-L_

If the cops
come hereﬁ]rwe
are IECI:I?
them.” He held
a flashlight in
one hand and
a shotgun in

the other.

never forget what you did.” 5o they
gave me a hug and we said good-bye,
and [ never saw them

| know a lot af people in my city,
a0 | walkoed fo & friend’s house and |
tosld him, “You know what, | just
escaped from jail.” be said. “Oh Shat,
that's cool! Fuck the police!™ | stayed
with him for oo day

Two days kater, | wenl back 1o

—

visit my mother. | came there af night
and [ wiikched the house from a Bock
away for a few minutes to see i thems

Wen any suspicios cars around.
~ When I was sure there were no

I thought you had left town.” |
replied, “No, I just came here for a
shower and bo get something to eal.”
“Why are you so stupid? The cops
were here loday looking for you! Sev-
en judiciales im & truck and a car. in my
house leoking for you!®

They didn't ask my mother abouat
me in & nice manner. They cursed at
her. My mom said, *1 don't know
where my son is. Last | knew he was
behind bars. You bell me where be is.”

Hideout

My mom and my grandma fold
me [ had fo go. My grandma gave me
some money and [ took a cab to the
city limits, | waited there for a bus
and took it o my father's house far
way in the mounkains.

[ arrived at around two or three
in the morning. The house had no
electricity in those days, and when |
got there it was very dark. My uncle
Esmiaed's dogs starbed ing al mee.

My uncle said, “Whao is it?" |
said, “1t"s me Luds, José's son.” He
turned on his Flashlight and said,
“Welcome. What happened? You are
in trouble, | know.” *Yes, ancle.”
“What kind of trouble?” “Well, I
escaped from jail.” He laughed real
hard. "That's cool, that's cool. 1f the
cops come here, we are ready for
them.” He held a flashlight in one
hand and a shotgun in the other.

| spent MNew Years Eve with my
relatives. One of my cousins, Elijio,
told me, "1 wenl o your mother's
house. The cops wiene at your house;
they are looking for you, and you
know how the policia fudicial are. 5o
listen, in a few days 'm going back to
the U5, Do you wand to come with me,
or do you want bo stay in the village?™

I¥'s & very small village. There is

 Issid, Okay |

- e L]
-

i

no buis, no eleciricity, no nothing. (It's
a cool place, though.) He said, = I
have to go back to Morelia. If you
wank ko oome b the LIS with me, | will

telll your mother and your grandma.”

Elifio went to the city and when
hee returned fo my uncle's place, he
brought 16,000 pescs with kim, which
wiad aboist $750 in 1982 My aunt, bwo
cousing and I took a bus back to
Morelia. We wenl to the city dis-
guised as campesing (farmers), and
hats and sandals! we couldn’t go

My mother and father were
waiting for us al the bus skation. For
the first tomee in many years, my father
takked to me. Up until then my father
and | didn’t have & good relathionahip
because | was a crazy guy and he
wanied me to go to schoel. Every
father's dream |s to have kis sons
graduate and be somebody, and | was
somebody- &

He todd me “You know what,
Luis? You are in krouble, and now you
are a man. You are a kid no more. 5o
take care of yourself and don’t get
involved in any more trouble.” | sid
olary. And oy miother, well, you know
how mothers. are, she was crying. She
said,, “Luis, take care of yourself, and
pray”=she's Catholic, you know- "Fray
o the and remiember
us” 501 left my home town.

Croasing the Border

From Morelia we traveled to
Loreda, Mexico. We spent a day there,
in & cheap stinky hotel with rosches
and mice. The next day a woman in
bier el 40 $ook us bo the shore of the
R Brueo (Rio Grande).

There wene also other groups of
people waiting to cross. [t was dark,
but we heard their volces whispering,
“Hey, don't make any sound, ks migra
[US immigration police] & on the oth-
er side. Andd don’t smoke!”

W stayed there until after dark.
Then, two coyotes (smugghers) came
with an inflatable rafi, but it didn't

]

| Governor Pete

Wilson, he talks =
a lot of shit
aboutus. I _
like to see this
in the field
fomatoes.

have any air in it. We all had 10 help
them inflate it with our mouths! Then
they said, “Chary, you and you and you
in the front, and you and you and you
in the back,” and they give us our posi-
tons. There wiepe bem of us in that rafi.

| was afraid, because the river
cuament wis 50 stnong, and there wene
whirlpools in parts of the river, and if
we got caught in one of those, we
would die. So | wis a liethe afraid, but
al the same time | was excited. “Oh
ghit,” | thought, “5o thas is Rio Brave
and the U5 is on the other side!™

The tweo took us fo the
US side and they went back i Med-
o o bring mone peaple over. Another
guy was waiting for us on the Ameri-
cam shde.

Ve walked to a howse, where a
truck was waiting for us. I was a
pickup track with a tarp on the back.
We laid down in the backand they °
covered us up. We rode like that all
the way bo Houston, which was about
a five houar drive, It was raining and
we god wet because there were holes
in the tarp. | was tired, but on January
b, 1962, at around 800 AM, we were
in Houston

The coyotes dropped us off in
Houston, where we paid them. It cost
$350 for each of us. Nowadsys to go
from Laredo. Mexico to Housion il
costs $300. | was happy because it
was another caltare, there wiere a lat

g0 to next pageli-

America IS Tossing the Rio Grandesa plastic surgery disasterswolves-Grand Tetons*FBIBM Mormons»



Red, White & Blues

- SPHERIC

e 15

The Great American What's In a Name Game

eee— by At Llsh
‘ve often juggled with the idea of
a name change, & an eleven
year old with a non-Anglo
Christian name might under
the imperialismi of Junior high
school. The ilea Bevered over e fo
days that streiched oot like weelks,
and weeks that yawmned into years
The origin of considering &
irade-in cowld be found in the nalers
of our class who paced back and forth
Lk |5cens & Enpst b wikdetwersts
Bored, they'd 1 |-:_n: their prey
for the day and feast on thetr nomes
a5 t|‘1|:| r"hhr'll:l. translormed indo
heckding hyenas
When 1l was my lam 0 be
chewed on. they seemed to hang on
o every Lt syllable of my fwio-sylla-
« Ble name; “Haasan™, they'd amak lor
hali the d.li:ﬂt_hm hiss "ssssif” the
remainder. For them my name was
redl treat, it was meatier than the
names of my peers as my water eyed
reaction made the F'I'l?ﬂ'ih all the
TPl L
Jamdor HS was also the ime of

et s by
the name of Joe 'rnphrruIHur-,r, or
Yanni. This was especially true for the
Asizn students whose names were
pronounced correctly 2= olffen as the
lobto was won

The greal conversion left me &
bright red soe thumb blinking in the
micklle of a highway of lstle Hitler's

o 1EII

and Cingrich's, No ore missed the
sign. But [ stood (a very shaky) tall,
partially due to the death blow my
parents would strike at the men sug-
pesition of 3 name change.

By the time | neached the fonsign
land of high school | realized that the
number-one bashers of names were

[ M Run From the Border from last page -

of white girls around, and there was
i rock n'roll station playing M
hours a day.

My uncle told me 1o go o
school, but | only went for one day. |
didn't like it; everyone spoke Eng-
lish. | found a job working in a junk-
yand, bat | got Ld off and didn't do
anything for a month.

Another guy, my cousin's
friend. had fived in south Florida.
He told me, “Luis, [ gotta go to
South Miami. Wanna come with
me? | got friends there and there's
losts oof woork.”

| sand odeay. | bold my uncle and
he said, “You kmow what you are
wdpmuu

when [ moved hhﬁFhrldt.l
| spent 10 yeas there.

We Dida't Make This Border

It's s0 hard, it's hard to get
here from Mexico. Some
rever make it die o the way.
That's a sad thing, come here
booking for a better life, looking to
make some money bo send back to
their Eamilbes in Mexico, and they
don't ever make it They are putina

fosa comaln, & grave without name.
Theey are buried in a common grave,
while their family in Mexico waits
to receive a letber from them with
SO MOTICY.
Mo, | dont Iike the border. Not
just the US-Mexico border, but all
bordérs. The government, the rich,
they made the borders, nod us.

The US government calls us
ilbegads; sometimes they call us wet-
backs. But we come here to work, o
make some All the people 1
mwu:h“‘gh Fiebds are His-

E!H"'#Hh
‘hqrh‘l:
mummm
ermor Pete Wilson, be talks a lot of
shit sbout us. T woald really lke to
utllmgrL the field picking
H.h‘dhh
mind. He'd say, "Mexicans, wel-
come o the LSA "

Let me bell you !
We didn't cross the border. the bor-
der enossed os. We didn't make
thas border, no question sbout it Bat.
WE ane back Texas and Cali-
fornia and all the South west. It's
ouars: aggain it's ours. No borders.

of non-Angle name victims lke
mryself. In addition they produced a
wider range of hashing availability as
they introduced the last name con-
ept, an option unknown to freshmen.
For me this was a reincamation from
wildebeest 1o ani. The doors wene
iopen for alll to sep on. And H'I,j' did

Raoll call was the most deeadful
{uirie o Ehas d..r!u'; w it wards alﬁup-e
roubes drcled in ey mind. My name
was received mispronounced, as
always, and along with it came the
FATS.

With the raving response some
teachers received, they felt it meces-
sary to do an encoee, spitting my last
name out naked of the *Mr." title:
UUUULLLLLL s AA A AL A AHHH S
Mrs. Wuhl, my high school English
teacher would say as if it were a jun-
gle term spoken in the mouths of
Mo gles.

The laughter came like a tidal
wave of roaring fans al a Chicago
Bulls basketball game spreading to
the outer reaches of the room, where
the kids sniffing cole would sudden-
Iy beecoumee partici in class,

My face must've resembled
Rudalph, that red nose reindeer's
blinking nose, as kids in the class-
room fell over chatrs pointing at me.

* Otkcay, that's it. I'm changing
my name bo Alan, Steve, or Harry.
Take your pick!” | demanded to an
overly weighty version of my father
plaved by Reny my u:h-nﬁm Indian
friend arsd pect dooe

* Get out! Get out! “ e #mﬂn:l

mackingly, arowing the ring finger of

his right hand to an mvisible door as
he recalled a dassic performance of
Ralph Cramden from the Horsymoos:
15, Thene wias no on about it — |
would have to resort to a physical
b in adkdtion o the sparths:
al refuges statizs ['d already esmid

My vagrancy never escaped the
plank of my mind, but edged out
|:|'|n|.-n;' for four tumuliuogs vears ol
high school, during which [ under-
went the ursuccessiul “lag” identity.

This meant having bo scribble 2
funny name, the lag (mines was

wave ﬂfgrmrm

Jester), on walls and trains so that a
certain caliber of recognition was
established. -

S4ill, everyone, including the
graffiti comrades, preferred the hun-
dreds of neanderthalish renditions
they had of my mame. So it was of lit-
the surprise that by senior year the
proper name, Asif | Ab-seef | no one
called me by, became Ah-sniff-
cocaine, probubly because of the lead-
laden lids of my eyes. Whatever the
g, my normal pamg aspirations for
high school were long gone, College

Bulls basketba f
to the outer reaches of the room,
where the kids sniﬁ“ng coke
would suddenly become
participants in class.

wosild be a different story. 1 was.

Al beast up till an encounder with
a peer whose nationality was the
same as my name, * As ‘if,” he pan-
dered. * That mesns in Arsbic "

The name my grandfather had
given me meant sorry! [ was sorry |
had ever met this guy, or that | had
such an awful name, or was ever
bom.

The on-going sell pity gave way
b a determined, metilesome quest bo
disprove my Arab peers definition.
After almpst o year of a fruftless

The laughter came like a tidal
ans at a Chicago

ame, spreading

aggravating seanch | found out that he
was right, | was nothing short of sorry
in the Arab language.

O day it happened. | stumbled
across an Afierrafine o Angls book of
names in the one shelf library of a
friend’'s father. My name read first in
the book ( which had to be a good
omen | Assil o As i - prince of inhel-
ligence; wise; witty, and all the good
stuaff only a forture cookie i made of.

Yes! * My name is Asif,” |

screard m]ﬂ'rh‘iﬂduh‘

Sacco & VanzettisHarleys*cocainesJohnny Cash-the White Man's Ice Cubeskiss-o-mint condoms=dying+revolution...
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No, I'm not an American.
I'm one of the 22 million
black people who are the
victims of Americanism.
One of the 22 million black
people who are the victims
of democracy, nothing but
disguised hypocrisy. So, I'm
not standing here speaking
to you as an American, or a

patriot, or a flag-saluter, or
a flag-waver - no, not 1. I'm
speaking as a victim of this
American system. And I see
America through the eyes of
the victim. I don’t see any
American dream; I see an
American nightmare.

Malcolm X

never submit to the man
always submit to spheric

695 Park Avenue * Room 207 Thomas Hunter e NYC 10021
21207724279
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