
DEMONSTRA~ION AT THE UNITED NATIONS 
' AGANINST GENOCIDEL RACISM IN THE CITY UN~VERSITY 

This demonstration at · the United ·Nations is to denounce the 

· genotidel racism in the City University~ It is to give world wide 

focus . to the racist s.t .andards to be imposed on students in the 

City University. 

On Decem\>er 15, 1975, the nine member board of the City 1Jn -' · 
. ~ 

iversity, vo~ed 7- 2 to restrict admissions to only tho~~ . stud~nts 

who have attained a minUillUilV· e~gth grade . reading level. · The de- . 

ficient education that Black and Hispanic children receive in th,~ ;· 
' . 

. 1: ' ,:• . 

pu~lic school system makes t .his .eigth grade reading level bi'ilseq-,:.> ·· 
~ ~ I 

and racist. 

In the book "Dark Ghetto", by Kenneth B. Clark~ he states 

· the results of reading test· by the .New York City School · sys~~m~ 
\ :..: · . .. . -

· "In reading \~o~p.lu:·eh~~!:~'Q\ , the·. abi~ity -to understand what_. 

one is reading, 30 percent of. the Harlem third grade pupils are · 

reading below grade '1:-evel, . coinpar~d to _21.6 percent who are read;- . 

~ng above. For .. sixth · grade· pupils, the story is .nen more di'~mal_ ; 
• 'o . ' ' 

there 80.9 percent of the · pupils s£;ore below grade . level -in. r·ead~ . 

t 

I 

' • I I ~ -

ing t while 11 -. 7 percent scor~ above' ~ndicatiag{i lt 't: ratlte·r ·~ ... ~ap,id .. 
' I 

relative deterioration in reading comprehension with in three · 

years. Between .grades. three and six, wo.rd knowle,:lge fal. ters : ·also j 
. ' . ·~ . 

.' ,. 

· in third· gr~de, ·38.9 percent score below ·grade l•vel, . 1$.7 percent 
1 !l ' 

' .. ~ ,f · ~ ~~ "'.!) 
' , , ' ' I ' 

.' t 

above. · Arithmetic shows a similar pattern of unc:leJ:acla~evement, 
, I 
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tllough figures are only available for the s1~~·. g~!J,de ._r:(S.T.;6. ~p~enti·~ 

. are below grade ·level in "computation," 66.6 below· in "problems 

and cou-cepts"). By eigth grade, taree·-quar.t~r$ · ~f ·the· Harlem 

junior high school students score below grade level in reading com­

prehension· an~ wort;t knowledge:J in aritkmetic, ·tll.eir performance is 
. . . 

even more discouraging-·83.8 percent are now below. 11 

Witll the 8th grade reading level be~ng tae criteria for en-:­

trance in the· City University, we nrus~ dismiss the ethics, that 

an education is the vehicle to p·rosperity, because Black people 

are being denied an equally efficient education and on tae same 

basis are being· deaied entrance to tlt.e City Universi.ty. 

Tlte City Universit;y admit$ itself, taat . tae majority of tae 

students wao ~re academically deficien't are Black and . His·panic -

students. 

In its study entitled "Effects of New Admissions Criteria 

upon tlte ethnic composition of the. City University of New York." 

· It indicated, . ·"that . 72 percent of t~?-e Black students sampled scored 

- below· a eigliD. ~_gaije ~alli.JJ..g :ltweJ. :fin 3!"tt1aer ~~ mr :.maflt .~. 

that 65 percent of Hispanics· s_tudents · similarly scored below that 

level and that 20 percent ·of· the Whites did." -

The study was drawri up by David E. Lavin Professor of Socio-~ogy 

at Lellman: College. It was based on a large sampling of students . 

wao entered tae City Uaiversity in ~971. 

The imposition of a eigth grade reading level is racist and 

genocidel to . tke future of Blacks and ·third Wor.ld. students~ · because 
' . . . 

Black people· have been denied an. equal academically efficient 

; secondary ed~cation and . are now being denied entrance ·to . the · City 

University. This is ·an itixrinement of Black. Jjeople' s HUman Rigltts, 
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be·cause .it denies t1tem an equal education and penal-izes tllem fo~ 

aaving ·an inadequate education; this is racism. 

The Board of Education and tae Board of Higaer reading res~lts 

·indicate a aistory o·f deficiency in reading an other .ac·ad~cs. by. 

Black caildren, stemming ; f.,OJn~\ : ahlt:tscanoef racism in ~SSCOUJltry. 

Let us note ~hat i~ was only 11~ years &$0 that· it .was again~t · ~~e 

law for Black people to learn :~P--~~~- kow to read or write. 

·. In tlle final .analysis we as pe9ple can never ob~ain. life, 

liber·ty and the pursuit of' Aappiness, that is DOted ln tile D,~cl.a• 
., 4. . , .j :' · . . ·,' 

ration of Independence, because we are subsequently ~~ed aa.;_~,~l 
' '. /",• . : I 

education·. · 

This is mass genocide against Blacks, Hispanics and also ~r 
' . ! . .: . 

WRites · who rec·eive substandard education, wltica cltaiD.s th.em to 

an unending spiral ·of proverty, and ~egradation, ~d to never 48 

a mass obtain life, liberty, and tbe pursuit· of aappinesa. 
'f, I 

Titus Walker 
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PRESIDENT OF THE 
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