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Free University Welcome and Statement of Intention

Claudia Acuiia and Marina Sitrin

“Activist Legal Strategies & Collectives: From Argentina to NYC and Philadelphia”

This workshop will be facilitated by Claudia Acura from lavaca.org and MU from Argentina and Marina Sitrin,
former legal collective activist and organizer. We will discuss the various strategies of organizing legal
defense from within the movements, from the perspectives of the movements - then how one might or might
not engage with lawyers and the legal system.

Iskandar Kourkjian-Mowad and Lucy Parks, Justice for Cecily McMillan Support Team

“Court Support and Technology: A practical guide to web-presence”

This "class" is going to be a short introduction to using websites and technology in activism generally and
court support specifically, including the structure and methods of Cecily McMillan's Support Team. We'll be
talking briefly about the role of websites in internet activism, as well as the effect of a cohesive
web-presence in the support model for Cecily McMillan. We'll wrap up with a brief introduction on tools and
measures to set up websites quickly and without code, and provide a list of resources for those wishing to
pursue the topic even further.

Fury Young

“Die Jim Crow”

The class will start as a history of mass incarceration and its effects on African American communities. This
history will bleed into a discussion about a current project entitled Die Jim Crow, which is a music album
written and performed by African American musicians who have been or are currently incarcerated.

Frederica-Azania Clare, Alternatives to Violence Project

“Re-Enfry: Returning of Our Prisoners and Soldiers”

We are a group of men and women who meet to offer our "returning citizens" a welcoming hand, especially
those with some Alternatives to Violence experience, who are going through the transition back to society.
We have learned that often the most difficult bid begins upon release. We are your Brothers and Sisters.
WE welcome you BACK! We are family. For more info: http://www.LandingStrip.US. Our Mission: "Making a
Difference": http://mww.AVPNY .org/?qnode/10

Florence Johnston Collective

“Moving beyond incarceration and confinement - An open conversation on launching alternative
care practices”

Institutionalizing vulnerable populations into our prisons and hospitals is a centuries long practice that has
protected capitalist production from potential social unrest. The jobless are arrested for engaging in ‘illegal’



5PM

sources of income, and the employed are over-medicated to ensure continued productivity. This open
conversation will explore these historical trends; highlight potential alternatives and steps necessary to move
beyond institutionalizing society's vulnerable such as commoning practices; and introduce existing groups
and efforts in New York that are launching new possibilities and practices. We hope this session will allow
friends to reflect on these important topics and also link into existing groups and networks that are
launching inspiring alternatives.

Debbie Litsas

“Organizing Beyond Law in Greece”

This workshop will share some of the direct action organizing experiences from Thessaloniki Greece,
ranging from Free Health Clinics to the recent popular referendum against water privatization - experiences
that are not technically legal in many ways, but are organized anyway and are successful. It will also speak
to the increase in repression of the movements and how people are organizing in defense/response.

Travis Morales, Stop Mass Incarceration Network

“October, 2014 - A Call For A Month Of Resistance To Mass Incarceration, Police Terror,
Repression And The Criminalization Of A Generation”

This workshop/teach-in will dig into how to make a major advance in resisting and stopping the horrors of
mass incarceration of mainly Black and Latino people and the associated outrages of police brutality and
murder of our children, the placing of a target on the backs of Black and Latino youth, the wholesale
criminalization of a generation, and the detention and deportation of immigrants. We will discuss how mass
incarceration is a siow genocide that must be urgently resisted and stopped. We wiil get into how the month
of resistance can and must impact millions, change the way they look at mass incarceration and bring
many of them into a movement of resistance to stop it. For more info: http://stopmassincarceration.net/

Bronwyn

“Making links between Prison Abolition and Decolonization”

This presentation and workshop is based on Bronwyn's graduate school research about the relationship
between settler colonialism and criminalization in Canada. It will be oriented toward a discussion about what
it looks like/could look like to build political resistance that makes connections between those processes.

Chepe

“Copwatch and Popular Justice”

Having trained people in Copwatch for a very long time, one of the early lessons was that eliminating the
police from a neighborhood or block has to be complemented with a variety of forms of popular justice work,
including community intervention, street mediation, restorative justice, harm reduction, and violence
prevention. This workshop seeks to give a primer on copwatch as an organizing tool, and then discuss its
necessarily complementary relationship with alternative models of justice.

Eric Darton

“The Dao of New York”

Do great cities have a "way," a "method," and, by extension, a "rule of life," or "process" that allows them to
live robustly and nourish their inhabitants. If they do, what is the Dao of New York? And can we say that our
city is living in harmony with it? This workshop will use Daoist symbols and images to develop strategies for
using cyclical process of change and transformation to defend and strengthen our communities, as well as
to mobilize and root the energies within ourselves and the city as a whole.



Carrie McCann and Rebekah Schiller

“Current Successful Alternatives to Criminal Court”

The New York Peace Institute has a working relationship with the Brooklyn DA's Office in which some
criminal cases are referred to mediation instead of handled in the traditional manner. Participants have a say
in the outcomes of their cases, which include, but are not limited to, harassment, assaults, criminal
trespassing/mischief, property damage, menacing, noise, and debts. In addition, participants can address
the impact the dispute has had and form plans for their future interactions including decisions about an order
of protection. Restorative Justice Coordinator Carrie McCann and Mediator Rebekah Schiller will discuss the
current program, how it provides concrete alternatives to the criminal court system, and how to get involved.

UPCOMING FREE UNIVERSITY EVENTS:

“Freedom Learning Practices:

From Brisbane to NYC to Oaxaca”

Saturday, May 31, 5pm-7pm

John Jay College, 540 W 59th St, NYC - meet outside by 4:50pm

- FREE PANEL at Left Forum featuring members of the Brisbane Free University (Australia), Free
University-NYC, and La Universidad de la Tierra (Oaxaca, Mexico)

Statement of Intention on Entering the Free University of New York City

We enter the space of the Free University with a commitment to:
- Mutual respect and support

- Anti-oppression

- Nonviolence with each other

- Direct democracy

As participants in the Free University:

1. We'support the empowerment of each person to challenge the histories and structures of oppression that
marginalize some, and divide us all. These may include ableism, ageism, classism, heterosexism, racism,
religious discrimination, sexism, transphobia, xenophobia, among others.

2. We commit to learning about these different forms of oppression.

3. We understand individual freedoms are not above our collective safety, well-being, and ability to function
cooperatively; individual freedom without responsibility to the community is not the Free University way.

4. We seek open and compassionate classrooms.

5. We encourage open and non-oppressive dialogues.

6. We strive for accessible interchanges of languages, knowledge, and discussions.

7. We understand and respect that there are differences among us.

8. We expect to listen and be listened to.

9. We are confident we can learn without policing or being policed.

Deliberate disruptions, accusations, violence, or other violations of this code are not within the spirit nor the
hopes of the Free University.
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