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THE CITY UNIVERSiTY OF NEW -YORK 

, l'UW \'Oat.., N. Y. 111031 

t-1\fey_P. Newton Hall for Political Action 

· ~ -·BRO'l'HEl\8 M"D SISTERS: 
·. . . ~ . 
• _]·; .• : . . f. . . 

- -~;~on·"Anrtl 22, 1969, the Black and Puerto Rican Communf.ty took con .. 

trol-of City College. For over six months, their repeated attempts 
to tmplement· the demands of their five point program failed. '£he 

~dministration's obstinacy and pigheadedness demanded a response. 
·the seizure of South Campus was the response of the Black and Puerto 

Rican students to the institutional racism manifested by the Ad-
ministration. · 
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.. Tho basis c,£ the Black and Puerto Rican demands is the con.cept that 

. the. peop.le· m\.tst exercise con~rol over their environment. Whe-n they 

··arriv~":at'·ci.ty College, Black and Puerto. Rican Studm ts become innned­

!a!:ely aware that everything, from the entrance requirements to the 

orientation programs to the curriculum, is geared to the nef:ds of the 

power structure under which the Blacks and Puerto Ricms are exploited. 

One day after the seizure of South Campus, a group of white stu­
dents supporting the Blaclt and Puerto Rican demands entered Klapper 

Hall and havE~ remained there since; lve have renamed the building 

Huey P. Newton Hall for Political Action. the consciousness that is 
evolving her~~, thriving on continual political discqurs~ will long 

survive our ()CCUpation of Newton Hall. 

vle are herE~ because the resolution of th.i.s crisis ~1ill affect every 

student in the university. The future of C\.lr education I.Uld 1~ur lives 

and this society is being determined to a great extent by what ls hap­
pening at. Harl~m University and Newton-:.Hell and the other Harlem Un­

ivers~ti~s m1d NeWto~ Halls across the country. We) as white students, 

cart ~ither be a part of the solution or a part of the problem. At 
Huey"P. Newton Hall of Political Action we are attempting to become 

a part of the solution • 

. The unequivocal accept:mce of the Cotmllunity' s demands is a necessity·· 

for the future we s.eek for ourselv_es. We have occupied this building·· · 

· because we want to show that oilr bro.thers and sisters of the University 

of Harlem ar•~ not alone in their cornmittment to see this struggle 

through to the end: This solidarity is exemplified by the plJblic pledge 

of the Black &ld Puerto Rican Student Community to brea~ off negoti­
ations with ;t:he administration if the police are called on campus, and 

by our ·pledg1e to maintain the occupation until the demands are met. 



) 

2 

OUr solidarity with the Black and Puerto Rican students ~ises 
not from sympathy but .from a realization that we, too) ar<~ (ippres­
sed; that though the form of the oppression may differ, the face of 
the oppressor is the same. 

:Black l:lnd Puerto Rican people are a.·nong the most oppn~ss~d mem­
bers of th:ls society. They must struggle daily with a system that 
attempts to deprive them of their manhood, their livlihood and even 
their lives. 

If·· Black people are field niggers, then white people are house 
nigge:Fs in:'.a· .plantation economy. We are the overseers of a society 
that: spills. our blood needlessly in wars against the colore4 p~o­
ples of thE~ ;t,orld. This society consolidates the positions of cor­
porate interests so consumed with greed that they can only b-lindly 

... seek to expand their influence throughout the world. 

t-le are victims o.f a t'Qrporate society that reduces i'nan to an 
interchangeable part for. an assembly line ec·onomy; a. society that 
reduces education to vocational training; a society that has fallen 
out of touch with the pr~ssing .needs of the oppressed peoples of 
this country and the world. 

. . 
Equality is a meaningless phrase when racism has been institu­

tionalized through imperialism abroad and class stratification at 
home. 

Do not help the system fake reality, honesty and so-called 
justice. That fakery· ·is the only force holding off the system r s 
secret fear, the fear and reality of knowing that they are unfit 
to exist; expose fakery and he.lp the truth destroy them. Your con­
sent is their o~~y grasp on life. 

The administration can't respond adequately to the needs of ei­
ther the urbmt community or of its students. The actions of the 
Black and Puerto a;can Student Community have made all that clear •. 
They have resolved to achieve their ends despite obstacles created 
by whi:te racis't ins·titutions. WE ask you to join us as we have 
joined with thein. 

There wlll be a general n1eeting to discuss the strike and the · 
implementation of the Five Demands at Newton Hall, 135th Street and 
Convent Avej[\Ue, on Honday, May 5, at 12 noon. 

COME.! t 

POWER TO THE PEOPT~E! l 



THE FIVE DE1!.u•1NDS 

1. A ~.;cparatc School of Black and Pue·cto Rican. Studiie~s 
.... 

:RAct_s--dl is a bar+ier which separates people. Racism is: hate fe<i 
by !gno~ance and misunderstanding. It is the responsibi.lity of 
~·duc.a~i.on to eliminate this ignorance and enable people to under­
$!;a:4(t one another. Racism is also fed by the destructicp of a 
,Pf).Op-1~ who are denied access to their own history and cultu'X'e .. 
l:t t~ the responsibility of education to provide the kno'li.fh~dge 
!ro\tt. wlt.!.ch di&rnity and self-respect can grow. An educ~tion which 
omits Black and Puerto Rican studies fails in this task. 

'l1te unique needs of these studies requires the e·stablis("l.ment of 
a sch-col with status comprable to that of the scho<Jl of engineer­
in~. Thes(: needs cannot be met by merely a program or department, 

" for tn study .a culture, rather than just history or lite-r:ature, 
r(tt';u_:tr~s e. mobility which even. inter-disciplinary programs cannot 
p-rovide Lmd wilieh i.."'lter-departmental politics v:o-uld fundat'1entally 
obst::ru.ct. The structure of such a school wm1ld m.ak~.~ it :responsible 
to the sttLdents whose lives are w--rapped up ~lith these studies in­
stead o.f .a bureaucratic morass of white faculty committa~e:;s unable. 
to und~rstand the needs of Third \~orld people. 

Cali for a "separateu school is not a derr.and fer segre~~ation; it 
is _a d~mand for control of a relevant education. l"he school would 
be open to all students, as the need for education lfes 'i ..... :Lt:h all of 
thc.-ra. In the ghetto communities) it is the key to dignity. In the 
'tvhite coam ... "nit:ies, it is the key to U..Tlderstanding. · 

2. A Separate Orientation Program f·::}r Bleck an.d i?'v.crt.;:;; Rican 
Students 

The Freshman Orientation program (FO) has been condemrwd by the 
ent;ire college includL'lg the deans. 

F"'o~· all students> its va.lue is clubious. It: is partic1Jla.rly mean­
:f.ngless fol~ Black and Puerto Rican students. They have grm·m up in 
the u..1iqu:r: wo;:ld of the modeJ.."n urban ghetto. T~ey have been ex" 
clud~~1 frcm An12ric.an society. The problc.<'llS they must de<:ll with can­
not be ft.dJ.y understood by white students. The white upperclassmen 

• ... .f! ·--o ' • h • dd 1 ., .... h Wi"l.O star ... _.., nave agreerJ t .. at tney cannot a ress t.nf~m::;e.,~veB to ...... e 
. 1 '1 - 1 . d f . spt~C.:ta .. p:r.on ems or: a peop e ostracJ.zc rom cur socJ.et-y .. 

Black npperclassme·n. on the ot:he:: hand, have faced the ·same pro­
bl~-::rn<:: ;~;.ieh black freshmen hav€: yet to cx"9eri.ence. For 1::be good of 
.... :.... f.. .. ., 1 - 1"' . .,_ . ~ ~ ~ t..l.e · ·:r.esmnc·!lj a.s wc.t as tt1e co .1..egc CCI<ua:Jn~ty, t:Gcy snm .. d.~. .. oe per-
mitted to run their own orientation program. The adr.1inlstration 
must fulf:ill its responsibilities and accord the Blac:k and Puerto 
Rican oriientation program the same status and funding as the oorrent 
program--.elevating it from the extra-curricular level to become es­
.tablished College policy. 
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3. A Voice fo~ SEEK Students in the Setting of Guidelines for 
the SEEK program, including the Hiring and Firing of Person­
nel 

)Educatio·n > ideally, should not only be centered around the _pro­
cess of the students's efforts to "learn" a collection of factth 
but also h-is right to decide· on the relevance and direction o:e that 
process a$ well as the personnel with whom to implement it. 

Since education should be geared to the needs of the student~ ir­
respective of whether his goals ar.e vocational or academic :1 he t•1ust 
have control over his curriculum> to insure that his education ;is 
serving HIS needs, and not those of any other individual or struct­
ure. Studont control is especially important in the SEEK program, 
which is presently under the authority of a white college admini­
stration,· \vh.ich cannot truely understand and meet the needs o.f Black 
students. The student also deserves to have some voice over budge-

... tary ma,tters> since the budget determines the implementation of ·the 
very guidelines and priorities which the student himself help:s es­
tablish. Further, the student must have a voice in deciding ~:Jhich 
per.,sonnel should be hired or fired since he alone is in the position 
of constantly observing whether or not a faculty member is an ef­
fe,ctive teache:c. 

It should be clear that this applies not only to the SEEK p;1:-ogr3m 
but to all divisions of the College. Each department, each s~:~hool) 
from English to Engineerj_ng, must be responsible to the students of 
that department:. ----

4. That the Racial Composition of All Entering Classes Reflect 
the Black and Puerto Rican Population of All New York C:Lty' s 
High Schools 

We src a college which has traditionally led in opening the doors 
to educational opportunity for those peoples whose opportunities 
were other.Nise limited. The most corr..plete extension of this trad­
ition and the most effective way of meeting the needs of the people 
of New York now is through a policy of open admissions, for wtth such 
a pol1cy higher education would be available to all students ~1ho 
desire it regardless of ethnic grouping. Education for all pE~ople 
is a right. 

Tne present procedure of st~lecting students on the criteria of 
examinations and grades is both arbitrary and discriminatory. It 

·is discriminatory in that it is clearly certain ethnic groups which 
suffer by the standards due to inferior education in ghetto schools. 
(~.fuile 52% of the high school population of the city is either Black 
or Puerto Rican the figure is only 15% at the college even with the 
predom~nantly Black SEEK program included.) And examinations and 
grades are an arbitrary rather than qualitative measure of a ~:tudent 's 
ability. They force a student to be more concerned with comp€:tition 
than with education, more concerne~ with doing well than with learn­
ing r..;ell. 
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There is a growing· body of evidence that these criteria are not 

even accur1,4.t~ means of predicting success in college. Student$ who 

\v01Jld not 'O{}'t.'Ulally have been accepted have come to college un4e:t-

such prog:c;~'$ as SEEK and have performed much better than hi.sh school 

averages ~di-cated. In viet;q of this evidence> as T,.qell as an aware­

ness of the b4sic justice of this approach, universites across the 

country ~ gdopting policies of open admissions. 

Open A~ssions to the City University~is the ultimate goal. The 

'Black and ~erto Rican Community has fully endorsed our statem1mt 

of this goal as a corallary to their demand. But these groups can­

not ywait \lnt:i.l the university grows to accomodate the influx of stu-

,_.dents who woul.d come under open adrn.issions. 1'he fair t1:eatment ";hich 

has been denied them cannot be postponed any longer. 

So it n).U~t be assured that the burden of any possible enrollment 

cut not be bourne by these people alone. A fair ethnic balanc~1 which 

will. autor.@;tically maintain ;.tself under open admissions must 'be es­

tablished next year whatever the size of the class . 

. 5. rnat Black and Puerto Rican History and the Spanish Language 

be Required of All Err~cation Majors 

The one-year requirement of Span'ish for education maj or·s recently 

approved by the College's D:.;;partment of Elementary Education is in­

sufficient. One Y'~ar of study is rarely enough to afford a working 

knowledge of a language. The only realistic requirement is one of 

proficiency. 
The School of Education at City College exists to provide teachers 

for the NeW¥ York public schooi system. A student preparing to teach 

in this urban en.viror.ment nrust have knowledge and skills ilm~.ed:Lat:ely 

relevant to the students. Black and Puerto Rican students comprise 

the majority in Net,• York City's public schools. 

~lithout: the ability to talk to the student in his own language or 

to communicate the history ;:tnd culture of his people, the tE~acher be­

comes at best an alien in the classroom and perhaps even an obstacle 

to learning. 


