STITUTE OF "
IFL\IUERTO RICAN STUDIES
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TELEPHONE: (212) 780-5488 V-~

January 29, 1970

President John Kneller
Brooklyn College of the
City University of New York
Bedford Avenue and Avenue H
Brooklyn, New York 11210

Dear President Kneller:

At the meeting which you recently had with the Board of
Directors of the Institute of Puerto Rican Studies at which I
also was present, the Board requested that action be taken to
establish a Department of Puerto Rican Studies. This letter is
by way of a more formal and official request for a Department.

As you know, the problems encountered by an Institute in
trying to develop a curriculum of Puerto Rican Studies without
having the ability to either offer courses or hire faculty, are
averwhelmlng. It is doubtful that we can succeedcin establishing

yermanent and serious academlc program if we continue to have
ties in ge ting courses appreved and offered within
i i ti i '




I trust that positive action can be taken on tn1§ request
in sufficient time to allow us the opportunity to develop aﬁf
adequate curriculum as a Department, before the fall semester.
If you feel additional discussion will be helpful, the Board
of Directors and I would be eager to pursue the matter with

you at any time.

Thank you for your help.

Prdfessor Josephine Nieves
Djrector

JN/1k

cc: -Dean Albaum

-Chairman, Board of Directors
Institute of Puerto Rican Studies

Att.




