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"I am now calling for a coalition 0£:all leadership groups to 
I - -

look into the question of a Cornmuni�y College and '.Other - educational 

problems that confront the community, ·inc lucling B-edford-Stuyvesant 

Youth In Action., Bedford-Stuyvesant Restoration Ca rrpor?-tion, Ce0tra,l 

Brooklyn Coordinating Council, Brooklyn CORE, the NAACP, the Urban 

League, the Ad Hoc.Committee.for Higher Educatton in Central Brooklyn 

and any other bona fide groups whose represen�ati, es are with us to-

1). 1 � . ... 
.1. 1nKs ton, moaerator tor 

Saturday's Hass Community meeting held at Stephen 1!ecatur J .. H.S., 272 

McLonough Street. Jn resp�nse to the call the Bedford-Stuyvesant 

ncoalition on Educati..onal Opportunities and Serviees" was born. 

The birth of the "Coalition 11 v•las the highlight of the 11Hass_ 

Corlli1mnity Hee ting" on February 10, 1968, called by_ Bedford-Stuyvesant

_ Youth In Action, the five (5) Neighborhood Boards, the Central Brooklyn 

Coordinating Col1ncil and the Ad Foe Committee· for :Ugher Education in 

Central Brooklyn. 

The 6eeting offe1ed a platform for a wide cross-section of the 

Brooklyn coITJTt 1nity con�erned about the many u.nans�·1ered questfons per-

taihing to the proposed 11 experimental 11 Community College in Central 

Brooklyn. Among those present were Julius C.C. Edelstein and Dean 

M: o r e 

; 



Joseph Shan,er, representing the City University system. Also local 

political leaders, including Assemblywoman Shirley Chisholn and 

Senator William Thompson and Congressman Emanuel Cell.er. Also 

observed in the audience were Horace L. }lorancie, Director of Models 

Cities for Central Brook1yn; Mrs. Almira Coursey of th~ local school 

sys,tem; Judge Thomas R. Jones, Chairman of the Board for Restoration 

Corporation; Mrs. Lucille Rose, of YIA; Mrs. Connie McQue~n of Central 

Br6oklyn Coordinating Coun6il; Lionel Payne of Central Brooklyn 

Coord.inating Council. 

The questions addressed to Messers Edelstein and Shanker by 

the cormnunity people in attendance revolved around at least five (5) 

crucial issues concerning the Comrnunity College. They were: 

1. Would th8 Community College b~ in 1,~dford-Stuyvesant? 

2. Would the cornrnuni·'-:y have a voice in p lann:Lng the 
curriculum and in the selection of faculty? 

, 

3. Would the community be informed about the _money 
spent for the College "before" it is spent? 

4. What did the term "experimental" mean in this 
particular instance? 

5. Would the College be a two (2) year, four (4) year 
or six (6) year institution? 

It becam~ apparent after a time that Mr. Edelstein. and 

Mr. Shanker were un -ble to ans·wer the questions asked of them from 

the floor by the corrn:nunity persons present. This development prompted 

Waldaba Stewart, YIA's Associate Director of Programing, to remark 

that nsince it is apparent that the representa_tives (of the Board of 

Higher Education) are not sufficiently informed· to answer our questions, 

can we, during this meeting today, redirect our energies to,~ards 
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forming a group that can begin planning for a Community College to 

·suit the rieeds, of this corc1111uni ty .'11 

\The "Coalition of Educational Opportunities and Services" will 

meet on Saturday, February 17th, at 10:00 A.H., at the YMCA, 1121 

Bedford Avenue, Brooklyn. The group plans 10 find the answers to the 

• I 
questions that the representatives of the Bqard could not answer to 

the satisfaction of the community - also to\set up an Advisory Board 
I 

to inform the Board of Higher Education of just what the needs of this 

comm.unity are. 
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