Centro de Estudios Puertorriguenos

500 Fifth Avenue, Room 930
New York, New York 10036

212/354-5410

October 24, 1974

President John W. Kneller

Brooklyn College
Bedford Avenue and Avenue H

Boylan Hall
Brooklyn, New York 11210

Dear President Kneller:

The faculty and students of the Departments of Puerto Rican Studies
in CUNY colleges and Puerto Rican community agencies firmly support demands
for self-determination of Puerto Ricans at Brooklyn College.

The gross disregard of the right of a Department to select its own
chairperson and the denial of the right of students to participate in that
decision represents a regression to an archaic and despotic form of gover-
nance that should not be telerated by any segment of the university community,
It is all the more intolerable when that policy is applied selectively and
differentially to a Department of Puerto Rican Studies.

We are appalled at the use of police force against protesting members
of the college. This has in no way resolved this situation and has only served
to further aggravate a conflict generated by the arbitrary use of authority.
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