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One of the newest colLges of the City University of i:Jew York, to open 

next fo.LL in central B:r:ooklyn, has been naraed Heclgar Evers College :i.n memory 

of the cou:::ageous ci.v:tl rights leader who was assassinated in Mississippi in 

1963. 

The na,ning of the. college ca.me 1.n an announcement ma.de by the college.' s 

Community Counc:U. which is compr)sed of (:omrnun:Lty leaders, ,elected re-pres en-

tatives of the mid··Brooklyn area, and members of the Board of Higher Educat:i.on, 

trustees of Cr'£ri. The six elected ofH.ci.&.l.s of the Council are Assemb 1.yman 

Ber.tram L. Zaker, ~J. S. Representat:i.v.e Shi..rley Chisholr,1, Assembly1~an Thorr..as R. 

Fortune, State Senator Waldaba Stewart, City Cound.l:man William C. Thompson: 

and Assemblyman Samuel D. Wright. 

J:q.,-:::esenting the corrmunit:y ou tlie con:rmitt~e were: 

John. Enoch, acting chairman; Hrs. Cln:?..·;1 F. \Jade, acting secretary; Mrs. Beryl 

Williams; Randal.l 11. Coppin; Nrs. L01.d.se E. Holling; Norman Johnson; the 

Jacobs; Cesar Qui.:c1ones; the Revel'.'end Sandy Ray; Miss Thais Hilson; Eldon A. 

}kintyre, Jr; George: Harvey; Hennan D. Flowers; \fayn.e Belgrave. 

Dr. Ricb.ard Trent, pre::;ide.nt of the new college, said, "I am pleased that 

we have taken another step toward m.aking our college a reality. When Me<lgar 

Evers College c,pem-; its doo:rn ., -;"c. b.('•pe to offe-.:- your,g people of New York Ci Ly 
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an opportunity to gain a relevant educational experience which should prepare 

them to serve our cornnrunity with the same intelligence, dedication and zeal 

Medgar Evers displayed during his outstanding career. We welcome the 

challenge to continue our work with the people of mid-Brooklyn and the City 

of New York toward achieving these goals." 

The creation of the experimental college was announced on February 2, 

1968. It was conceived as a community-related professional and career-

oriented college. Both four-and two-year degrees will be offered, and areas 

of specialization will include educational development as well as professional 

and paraprofessional degree programs in commercial, technological and educational 

fields. 

Dr. Trent was appointed on March 3, 1970 after a two-year search conducted 

by the City University in consultation with cor'1I!lunity groups and elected loc.1.l 

leaders. The 45-year old president was formerly director of the Brooklyn 

College Educational Opportunity Program, a special college entry program for 

high school gradnates lacking full academic credentials for nonnal college 

admission. 

John Enoch, acting chairman of the college's broadly-based Corrnnunity 

Council which named the new college said, "The Medgar Evers College, reflecting 

the image of the martyred young leader who dedicated his life to the cause of 

individual freedom, dignity and personal fulfillment will add another pillar of 

strength to the growing educational, economic, cultural and social foundations 

of the central Brooklyn community and New York City. 

Mrs. Medgar Evers, who now lives with her three children in Claremont, 

California, is expected to attend the announcement ceremonies. "My husband 
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would be deeply gratified," she sai.d, "to know that his life played some part 

in molding the plans and aspirations for this exciting new venture. 

11The naming of the college for Medgar Evers helps to confirm that my 

husband's dedication to the cause of human equality had meaning to others 

and will be carried on for gene.rations to come." 

A biographical sketch of Medgar Evers is attached. 
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