
On November 6, Black 
Solidarity Day, administra­
tion officials at York College 

in Jamaica, Queens called riot 
cops onto the college campus to 
prevent Khalid Abdul Muhammad 
of the Nation of Islam from speak­
ing at an event organized by the 
York College Black Student 
Caucus. Students responded to 
this blatant attempt to suppress 
free expression on campus by 
preparing to fight the police. In a 
minor confrontation one student 
was arrested but not charged after 
he refused to show his identifica­
tion. York College administrators 
finally backed down and 
Muhammad was allowed to speak. 
But even then the administration 
sought to limit free discussion by 
posting cops at the campus gates 
to limit admission to students and 
faculty members. 

The incident reflected the 
increasing political repression to 
be found on all CUNY campuses 
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protest of over 200 community residents 

0 n October 13 Abe Richardson, a res- began within half and hour of the shoot-
ident of the Lilian Wald housing pro- ing. The NYPD responded as they normal-
jects on the Lower East Side of ly do to militant demonstrations and quick ... 

Manhattan was brutally murdered by the ~r ly mobilized (ot cops to disperse the 
New York Police Department. The killing demonstration. The residents of Lilian · 
occurred after a buy-and-bust operation by Wald had other things in mind and 
the cops on Avenue D. Abe was a · · responded to the NYPD by throwing bot-
bystander during the bust and sp~d away r ·ties and punching the cops. The police 
on his bicycle when the arrests occurred. reconsidered the situation and retreated, 
The ponce pursued him even though they \ allowing the demonstration to continue. 
admit he was not a target of the operation. ~ Four cops were sent to the hospital as 
By the time the chase ended Abe was · , aresult of the confrontation. 
dead. The pollee later admitted to firing over The following evening there was a sec-
50 rounds at him. Witnesses to the murder ond demonstration that wound its way 

l 

reported that the cops stqod oyer Abe aqd ~ around tpe LoV(er _East §i~e ~houting anti-
repeatedly fired shots into his ~hest as hEit ·cop slogans. A Jarge glass candle holder 
lay on the ground. , 1 was thrown at a cop car but otherwise there 

Word of the slaying quickly spread -~~ ~ere no further confrontations with the 
through the Wald houses and an angry cops. 
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refuse to stay in our 
plac . We don't have to put up 
with this. W can fight for a better 
way to liv and an important part 
f that fight m u t b to get the 

cops out of our lives. 

What we want 
La t spring a powerful and 

vibrant movement was born at 
CUNY. That movement will con­
tinu thi y ar. But if it is to suc-
c ed w n d to fight for some 
ba ic democratic;rights. We need 
the fr dom t rganize on cam­
pu fr e of police r pression. 
Accordingly, th r are some things 
thi movement needs to fight for if 
wear s ri us about changing our 
si tuation: 
• Campu s not Fortress s- We 
want our campuses accessible to 
all th p opl in our communiti s. 
Because knowledge is power the 
r urc of th university should 
b availabl to everybody. 
• No M nit ring Student Activists 
-Wed mand that student 
r cords be kept confidential and 
that th cops stop hara sing stu­
dent activists. 
• Cop Off Campus- The cops 
have no place in a university. We 
d mand the ab lition of the SAFE 
Team. 
• Stud nt RunS curity- W can 
pr teet ourselves without relying 
cop and ecurity who are n t 
abg 1t or i n y 

What Kind ol Movementil 
lf we want to win these things we 
ne d to build the kind of move-
m nt that can get the job done. We 
h uld have n illusions that w 

will n t be targeted by the very 
authorities we are attacking. We 
n d tv ducate our fellow stu­
dents ab ut what the cop ar 
r ally about and what they are 
doing on our campus s. We ne d 
t b pr par d to take th kind of 
d ir ct action that forces th pow-
r that b to tak us s riously. We 

n d t build a movement that is 
truly democratic. Ad mocratic 
m vern nt that isn't dominated by 
a handful of p pi i our best 
pr t cti n again t repression - it 
m an they can't nrres t or expel a 
f w p ople and d feat us. 

these days. s was end that ge ng ent 
year that York administrators have 
interfered with Black Solidarit / 
Day events. But it was the first 
time they brought cops on campus 
to keep a speaker out. 

The incident also illustrates 
why it is important that all CUNY 
students unite to kick the cops off 
campus. Khalid Abdul Muhhamad 
is notorious for his homophobic 
and anti-Semitic statements. The 
politics he preaches are a dead 

oppressed peoples. But CUNY 
students must have the freedom 
to determine this for themselves. 
By using the police to prevent 
Muhammad from speaking York 
administrators are craftily seeking 
to divide students against each 
other at a time when another 
round of budget cuts looms over 
us. Whatever we think of 
Muhammad we should not allow 
them to play us like that. 

Thomas K. Minter explained his 
decision to allc\A.' Muhammad to 
speak saying "I knew that the stu­
dents would never win if they went 
up against the police." But the 
York College incident proves 
exactly the opposite point. It was 
precisely because York students 
were willing to put their bodies on 
the line and stand up to the cops 
that they were able to force Minter 
to back down. 

How can ordinary citizens protect ourselves 
from the violence of lawless police? What can we 
do when the police act like just another street 
gang, one with blue colors? In cities and neighbor­
hoods around the country, people have organized 
Copwatch patrols. They follow police on their 
beats, as they go about their "business," and 
record their behavior with cameras or video cam­
eras. They take notes. This is completely legal, so 
long as the people do not physically "interfere with 
police business." E~en that might be arguably 
legal, when the pollee are engaged in criminal 
behavior. But just by following and watching the 
cops. people break down the blue wall of secrecy 
wh1ch surrounds the police. It undermines the con­
fidence of the police that they can do whatever 
they want with impunity. And it gives other people 
the message that the police need to be watched. It 
~haws people that the cops' authority can be ques­
tioned and encourages them to question it them­
selves. 

For example, ihere is 
a Copwatch project in 
Minneapolis organized 
by Anti-Racist Action 
(ARA) . They are 
inspired by the tradi­
tion of the Black 

ID:rn~i~t# hr:f~~F Panther Partv, whicb 
[@}:1]ffiJi1]@ffi[~t~~i[]~j:::iltf]1; , organized pe~ople to 

watch the cops. A 
group has been going out every other Friday or 
Saturday evening for almost a year now in downtown 
Menneapolis. They talk to people and hand out in­
formation about ARA and what to do if arrested and, 
of course, watch the police. During arrests and traffic 
stops they are witnesses to police conduct aitd inter­
vene as much as possible. When they are loud 
enough, the police sometimes let go the person they 
were arresting and focus on the Copwatchers. 

. The Minne~polis Copwatchers are generally per­
ceived as a wh1te group. While people of color also 
do Copwatch, being seen as "white" has some 
advantaQeS. It give.s them the privilege to take things 
further w1th the pollee. They can sometimes get 
away with things cops rarely tolerate from people of 
color. They feel that it is important for white folks to 
take a stand against the cops, to show that they are 
not all ~o~al to this oppresive system. 

A s1m1lar patrol has been organized in Boston. 
Instead of concentrating on a single area the Boston 
Copwatch uses a car, a police scanner and a cellular 
phone ~o mak~ sure ~hat they are there when the cops 
are tak1ng act1on aga1nst people in the community. 
. .Th~ pol~ce force is one of the most oppressive 
1nst1tut1ons 1n m people's · ·ally people 
of color .pnd wo «clrjs hard 
anyAfric~e 
arrested, o~r~~s 
tion of ,., .... " ....... ,., 
times . 
against 
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