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The Amadou Diallo trial of four white cops charged
of the West African has

acquittal of his killers. When

in the firestorm slaughtet

ended in the predictable

y killing not a killing? Apparently, this is so when
he victim i one slain by the police. When
i N accident “mistake,” an “oops!”

he police achieved this judi-

eight-o : soon as the case arose, the

egal forces defending the state fled the very area
that the police claim to be “serving.”

Why is it okay enforce the law in a given

ighborhood, vet automatically wrong to have cit

izens of that same neighborhood try to enforce (as

jurors) some of that same law when it comes to

these particular public servants? Those four cops
ible,
the people
“serve.” Amadou

fled the jurisdiction as quickly as poc:
their continued, na

that they say they

showing

contempt for
sworn to

Diallo was “served” by the state, and his name has
now become a dark example of the paramilitarism

of police power; the deadly wages of the so-called
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In New York City in recent months, Black and
19 keys, candy
wallets in their hands, This deadly rain of “acci
official expression of Negrophobic
after this unholy
four killer cops from the Bronx.

Latino men have been shot for having
pars,
dents” Is an
oppression, and it can only escalate

acquittal of the

When the case began, the police immediately opted
for a bench trial, before a judge, not a jury. When an
African-American jurist was selected, they put in a
change of venue motion that put them on the first-
thing-smoking to Albany, in upstate, white-bread New

York. So much for the “commu
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The service that the state
delivers is death! What of

the recent case of the
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s his name to Mumia Abu-
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Orthodox Jlf\‘.’l‘».ll man Whr) was cor
nered by four cops in Boro Park, New York City?
Ba‘altshuva (newly Orthodox Jew), was
t 12 times outside of his home. Immediately,
New York’s Rudolf and Police
Commissioner Safir, the dead
and painted him as a “fanatic,” whose shoot-
justified.” Key to their justification theory,
was their claim that Busch "attacked” an officer with
a hammer. Eyewitnesses uniformly disputed this
claim, but nonetheless 3 months after the August
shooting, a Grand Jury exonerated all four
cops, and pronounced the Kkilling “justified.”
Welcome to the Terrordome

Ihe vile and violent attacks on Black and Puerto
Rican life in the nation’s capital of capital cannot long
be limited to their communities, Consciousness does

Gidone Busch,

Busch, a
chot 1>

Mavyor Giuliani
Howard attacked
youth,

ing was

1999

not obey the laws of geography, and repression, like

s the lowest level.

Diallo

water, see

Busch’s life, like s life, was expendable in the
larger interests of the consolidation and projection of
state police power. Both men were gentle souls, who
couldn’t fathom the hatred and vehemence with
which they were perceived by the police.

Both men twice, once in the
streets neat in the court system,
acrifice was deemed acceptable to the

were execlited

home, and next
where their s
larger political interests of the status quo.

one resident of
Boro Park confided to a black reporter, “Yesterday |
when the police would shoot down a
hey had a reason. Now | realize that the
and they have the power to
The

According to published reports,
believed that
black man, t
police can be animals
cover it up at all costs.

next time a black
man
I'm marching

with you.”
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BY MARIA SORIANG
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elphia chapter of the Black Panther Party to become local Minister of Information. 1968~-71 - FBI wages war on the Panthers. 1970’s - Mumia becomes an




of control aimed
nocent men get ¢

cessary. Qé\umia was some
t. He foughit-back with ¢
and information. Just because the police
are still trying to take him down doesn’t
mean we’ll put up with it.

In your opinion, how do you think every-
thing that’s been going on with police
brutality will affect Mumia’s case? Sadly,
| think it will help strengthen Mumia’s
support system. Not that this is a bad
thing, but it's a shame that it takes such
ruthless murders for people to realize
the current situation in the coun-
try and relate it back to when

. Mumia was younger.
There is really very

in bulldmg a mo\
the role that the HIP Hop culture ha&
played in Mumia‘’s case and the move-
ment to smash police brutality.

What would Mumia'’s release mean to the
movement, and what would it say about
the justice system? About the justice sys-
tem? That's a hard call. There’s a lot of dif-
ferent political interests involved. But
what it would say for and about the
movement is a whole other story. It
would be a true demonstration of our
strength, unity and determination. It
would inspire people to continue to be
committed to struggling for a better
world. This victory will be such a blow to
the system that the aftershocks are gonna
rock their shit for decades to come.

RACHEL in action as MC for the April 5th
Youth Day of Action Against Police Brutality.
Schools walked out all over the city on the
41st Day after the Diallo verdict.

WH{T P& You

ALCINE MUMBY

Age: 23 Bronx, NYC

Teacher

Fannie Lou Hamer Freedom High School

What is your general opinion on what happened to Amadou Diallo?
| think it was disgusting and horrible. It was a violation of
his rights. I'm disappointed in the police officers and the jus-
tice system and their attitude towards people of color.

Would security be so tight, or would there be so many police offi-
gers in the streets if the shooting had not taken place in a black
and Latino community?

The cops would still be around but there would a different
purpose Downtown the cops are there to really help you;
but in the Bronx and in Harlem they are there to let the peo
ple know that they have the power, and to put fear in them.

Are you afraid to carry a black wallet now?
Not really, | guess the reality for me, as a female hasn’t hit

yet. | would just be afraid to be a Black man in New York City.
(

SHANTAI PLATA

Age: 16 Bronx, NYC

Junior

Fannie Lou Hamer Freedom High School

What is your general opinion on what happened to Amadou Diallo?
I'believe it was simply a racist act.

Db you think the police officers.lied about being sorry for
Amadou’s death?

Yes | do, because there is no reason to shoot some one for
nothing, and Amadou didn‘t do anything.

Would security be so tight, or would there be so many. police
officers in the streets if the shooting had not taken place in a black
and Latino community?

No, because they are not out there to protect us. They only
serve and protect the high-class neighborhoods.

Are you afraid to carry a black wallet now?
You're damn right: my wallet is gray and baby: blue.

d winning radio journalist. 1981 - Mumia named one of Philly’s “people to watch” by the Philadelphia Enquirer. 1981 - Mumia is shot by a cop and Office




birds in this letter | by suheir hammad

birds rest there
mumia

in your hair resisting
teeth bars the cuffs on
your wrists

fists full of young locks
they twisted you by
raining locusts down upon
ill-a-delph nights

staining asphalt

with your poet’s blood

yes you a poet

and you yes a lover
made his woman sigh

a father a panther man an
africa man a move man

mumia you turn us poet
move us man us

pillars of salt weighed
down turn us our bodies
urns of ash

mud caked lids

we taste of tears

smell of sewage under fresh
gear it was fear did this

to us you turn

birds flaming your crown
around and turn us

it was fear did this

not medusa’s lust

no serpent’s temptation

it was fear froze us

turn around look at us
bring us back ) =

dear mumia,

it is 2:30 in the morning and
preparing for a trip, i'm writing
you this. i‘ve often wondered
how you sleep. how often. are
there naps on death row? such
a thing as a sweet dream?
knowing your face and spifit
permeates the sleep of so many
who know about and work
against your incarceration and
appointed execution. what does

Suheir is an original New York
of two books and a student at CUNY.

a condemned man dream of?
does your body rise to meet the
sun each dawn? a last second
wish before you open your eyes
to be home, be anywhere else.

in the five years since the ‘95
summer of mobilization to stop
your execution, how many
poems have been written about
you, read at fundraisers, rallies,
in classrooms and around
tables? how many my own
dreams have you appeared in,
your hair always on fire, the
smoke rising in the shape of
osage ave's dead children? and
how have you slept? fuck the
past 5 years. how have you
slept in the past 5 days? these
last 5 hours?

"

poet, author

| want Mumia to be free.
| want you all to remember
Mumia and all those who are
unjustly imprisoned. — Mos Def

The media always runs police
stories and paints our chil-
dren as wrong. The criminal
justice system is very unjust.
We do not intend to see
Mumia Abu-Jamal added to
the list of stolen lives.
~Nicolas Heywood, Sr.

POEM FOR BROTHER MUMIA
BY JAVIER GASTON-GREENBERG

Black hope

Black power

Black struggle

And he gently passes by Earth
Scratching the sky with lightning
Exhaling clouds

Playing with tectonic plates as puzzles
Whistling tornadoes

Dancing with smiles

Digging with words

(father of Nicolas Heywood, Jr,
murdered by the NYPD)

And out of the sunrise

Comes a traveling man from the cosmos
The Alignment of the planets brings him
Piggy backing the sun

Casting his shadow on the world

And breast feeding the moon

He has light year burns

-

:::I:::;o?. g:et that haven'’t reached earth Bathing in todays
Brooklyn Friends covering his body Covered with yesterday’s sweat

Whispering eternities
Visiting all as they awake
And welcome a new day

Caught in his black hole dreads
are Jupiter, Mars, Venus and me

Entangled in

Black pride

Ikner dies of gunshot wounds. Mumia is convicted of murder and sentenced to death. TODAY - MUMIA IS ON DEATH ROW.
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