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The recent asppointment of Dr., Hichard D, Trent as
president of Community College #7 in Podror&-stuyveanﬁt represents
a vietory over those foreces in our sormrunity that would enslave the

rest of us,

In February 1368, representstives of £b cowmunitly
orzenizations (list ettached) beemne the Steering Committee of The
Redford-Stuyvesant Coalition on kducatlional Keeds and Servises. Tn@#m
wore early indieations thst "no eoalition” wes ever intended en the
part of some of the members. Fowever, there were those of us who sone
tinued until June 1869 to try to work es a team. At that tive, 11 0f
the 25 organizations eompéiling the coslition iassued & statement {@apy
attached) of "no eonfidence” and'aought to nugmoﬁt the na%chi&%in@v
team by adding B persons from our group of 11 and 5 elected foieials
from the Boéford-;tuyvcsant community. Shortly thorqnftwy» our

nunber was redueed to 10 when one of the signers reguested thet his
name be removed from the dogurment. Verbal abnse, nesr-physiecal
violence, and threatened violence prevented the operation of sueh a tean.

It 1s common knowledpye that eertain forees in the

New York City Government will fight qntil hell freezes over to prevent

the establishment of an institution of higher learning in our
 eormunity. Some of the members of the Coalition have sontributed wost
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censarously to the aid and coufort of those foreces.

We have a merorsndun dated November 4, 1068 from Charles
S, Wright, Planning Consultant, outlininz his"preliminary snd tentative®
report on four aites that might be suitable for the college. Our
Coalition agreed on the building formerly oceupied by the fong Islend
College of Pharmacy, and this information was passed on to the NXC
Board of Higher Pducation. YET « one yeer and three months later this
same® site turns up on the agendea of the NYC Boafd of ¥Fducation in the
form of a resolution to acquire the site for additionsl seats for high
school students., By the Bpard's own admission, the seats currently
evailable are under-utilized, Who 1s playing games with whom?

One member of the Coelition has sesid "Edusation is an
afflietion.™ ve say educstion is our first exit from of poverty.

Other members have seid "No fhody MeCoy as president - no college.”

We say a resounding HELCOV¥L to Dr. Trent. The ¢oring of the eolle:e to
our eomrunity can bring with it many of the things we want and need so
deaperately, 1It's very conming represents g substential finsnoisl in-
vegstment, It can place great emphsasias on elementsry education, nurasing,
soeirl work, and many other areas where the needs are so very great,

It oen alzo provide some jobs fér our residents,

Wé stronzly urze that thoee of us who micht tend to
comprise the slilent majority in Bedford-Stuyvesant to gird ourselves
for the battle that will surely ensue as we move forwsard toward the
realization of ocur ecollege.

- 30 -





