
The Graduate School and University Center 
of the City University of New York 

Center for the Study of Women and Society / Box 135-192 
Graduate Center: 33 West 42 Street, New York, N.Y. 10036-8099 
212 642-2954 

September 26. 1991 

Mr. Peter Hc:trris 
Supervisor. Educational Resources 
Graduate Center. CUNY 

Dear Mr. Harris: 

This letter is to j_ntroduce Wilhelmina Orozco. 
is a Visiting Scholar at the Center for the Study 
Society for the 1991-1992 academic year. Could 
arrange an I .D. card for he:r:· for this time period? 

Thank you for your assistan6e. 

Ms. Orozco 
of Women and 

you please 

Sincerely . ~ 

~ ~ ~ - -D~ -

Director 



WILHELMINA S. OROZCO 
89 Kapiligan Street 
Araneta Subdivision 
Quezon City 
PILIPINAS 

2 October 1991 

Dr. Sue Rosenberg Zalk 
Director 
Center for the study of Women and Society 
City University of New York 

Dear Dr. Zalk, 

First of all, I would like to thank you for having invited me to 
speak about the feminist literacy project which we are conducting 
among the urban poor women of Tondo, Manila. The symposium gave me 
a chance to interact with other women of similar concerns and to 
interest them as well with our own aspirations. 

Secondly: I wish to conduct research and finish writing the primer 
on Women and Cooperativism which I am doing for our organization, 
Makamasa. In this regard, could you help me gain access to 
libraries and research centers in the State of New York? 

I would appreciate very much your help in this regard. 
I 

In sisterhood, 

WILHELMINA OROZCO 
Coordinator, MAKAMASA 

,. 



The Graduate School and University Center 
of the City University of New York 

Center for the Study of Women and Society/ Box 135-192 
Graduate Center : 33 West 42 Street, New York, N.Y. 10036-8099 
212 642-2954 

October 4, 1991 

Dean Solomon Goldsetin 
Dean of Research and University Programs 
Graduate School and University Center 

Dear D~~ 
I have enclosed a curriculum vitae and research proposal from 
Wilhelmina s. Orozco. Ms. Orozco is requesting an appointment as 
a Visiting Scholar to the Center for the study of Women and Society 
for the Fall, 1991 semester. 

Ms. Orozco runs a literacy program for elderly women in Tonda, 
Phillipines, the largest slum area in Asia. I invited her to the 
United States to discuss her project at an international symposium 
we sponsored on September 20-21, 1991. I have enclosed a program 
of the symposium for your information. 

Ms. Orozco has written several books. She is currently writing a 
book on . Women and Coperatives and gathering materials for a 
feminist literacy project of the women's organization she belongs 
to in the Philippines. 

The Center's Board and I support Ms. Orozco's appointment to the 
Center as a Visiting Scholar, without compensation. I look forward 
to hearing from you about this appointment. 

Many thanks for your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Sue Rosenberg Zalk, Ph.D. 
Director 



The Graduate School and University Center 
of The City University of New York 

Office of the Dean for Research and University Programs/ Box 500 
Graduate Center : 33 West 42 Street, New York, N.Y. 10036-8099 
212 642-2151 

October 17, 1991 

Ms. Wilhelmina S. Orozco 
89 Kapiligan Street 
Araneta Subdivision 
Quezon City 
Pilipinas 

Dear Ms. Orozco: 

Upon the recommendation of Dr. Sue Rosenberg Zalk, Director of 
our Center for the Study of Women and Society, I am delighted 
to appoint you as a Visiting Scholar to the Center for the 
Fall 1991 semester. Although the position provides no financial 
remuneration, you will have access to our facilities including 
that of our library. Your scholarship makes you very welcome 
indeed here at the Graduate School and University Center. 

I look forward to meeting you. 

~j_____ 
Sol omon Goldstein 
Dean for Research and 
University Programs 

hm 
cc: Provost Steven M. Cahn 

Professor Sue Rosenberg Zalk ✓ 



4: February 1992 

Dear Sue, 

First of all, I wish to thank you for having invited 
symposium and your party. I really learned a lot from 
and enjoyed the next. 

me to the 
the first, 

The tapes are here already four of them containing the 
proceedings. May I make a news report about it for WINGS or the 
Women's International NewsGathering Service, based in Kansas City 
which farms it to various radio stations all over this country 
and outside. 

Attached herewith is the revised proposal I made to the Hunter 
College for a research on the Media Portrayal of American and 
Philippine Women and Its Relationship to the Political Directions 
of the Women's Movements During the Period of American 
Colonization of the Philippines, 1898-19~6. 

May I request your letter of recommendation for the same. Thank 
you for your help. 

Sincerely, 

WILHELMINA OROZCO 



The Graduate School and University Center 
of the City University of New York 

Center for the Study of Women and Society / Box 135-192 
Graduate Center: 33 West 42 Street, New York, N.Y. 10036-8099 
212 642-2954 

12 February 1992 

Sue Rosenberg Zalk, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 
Center for the Study of Women and Society 
City University of New York 

Dear Sue, 

I would like to express my greatest thanks for the wonderful 
experience of working with you and the staff, Marie, Gina and 
Margaret. The moral and other support that I got from the Center 
have been very helpful indeed in making my stay here productive as 
a writer and videomaker of women's issues and problems. The 
following have been my accomplishments during my five months stay 
in New York through your help: 

1. Production and editing of the two videos: Truth in Imane and 
Alice Speaks: Who Do I Talk To? which I edited at the CUNY Audio 
Visual Resources. My thanks also go to Foster Henry and Peter 
Harris. Foster was encouraging especially during the initial stages 
of the editing process. 

2. Writing of articles on women: Manjula Giri, Anne Walker and the 
International Women's Tribune, the Symposium we had in September, 
Alice Cardona, and Gender, Ethnicity and Women's Health Agenda in 
the 21st - Century, and Ellen Stewart, La Marna ETC. 

3. Networking with various women's groups and film collectives as 
the International Women's Tribune Center, Women Make Movies, 
Women's International Resource Exchange, NY state Division for 
Women, Amauan Multi-Arts Center, Women of Color Collective, and 
Downtown Community TV Center, Media Network. 

4. Viewing of different products of experimental theatre at La 
Mama ETC. courtesy of Ms. Ellen Stewart who also gave me 
accommodations. 

5. Viewing of women's videos at Women Make Movies 

6. Coordination of the Myth of Our Power: A Festival of Filipino 
Women's Films from November 20 to December 8, 1991. 

7. Participation in the workshop on kulintang performance 
(kulintang is a musical instrument composed of a set of gongs and 
popularly played in Mindanao, down south of the Philippines.) 



8. Visit to Laubach Literacy International in Syracuse, NY to meet 
with Kathleen Kelly and Lin Newman, coordinators of Literacy 
programs allied to our feminist literacy project under MAKAMASA. 

9. Campaigning through letter writing on the case of the imprisoned 
on trumped up charges, Filipina Susan Sy-Guillermo at Morristown 
County, New Jersey 

10. Production of two literacy primers, Kabaro, Mag-Koop Tayo! 
Women and Cooperatives and Huwag Gamitin Ang Kamao! (Don't Use the 
Fist: Women and Violence), and other leaflets on women's issues. 

There may be other activities I have not mentioned. Let me say 
though that because of the openness of your office to my needs as 
a writer, for example, your lending me the keys, the use of the 
computer, printer, duplicating machine, the telephone, and 
communication systems as the telephone and mailing, I have been 
encouraged to be prolific as a writer and as an artist. 

I would like to mention also that Gina, Marie and Margaret were 
also all great in terms of teaching me how to operate the computer 
using the Word Perfect program, conveying to me the messages from 
other parties, and so many other intangible and pr icel ess help I 
would not easily have gathered from a First World city.~ ,l/ll~~~AAIA 
,1/lfwv ~ ~~ 1/,vt,,,O],,Vl,~!} ~ . ---;r~--.. 
I hope that I could return to New York to do another round of 
meaningful women's activities. Also I expect that you would come 
and visit my country so that I could return some of the same 
favours to you when you visit my country despite our meager 
resources. Is it possible for you to program visits to my country 
in the future so that in turn you can experience how our women 
members and I live? I tell you, our beaches are as great as St. 
Thomas' Islands. 

Once again, thank you very much. Mabuhay kayong lahat! (Long Live!) 

Sincerely yours, 

~~~-v .,..,; ... ,,__,,.,-->/· ~o~-
WILHELMINA OROZC 
Coordinator, MAKAMASA 
119 Sta. Elena Street, Bloke 2, Magsaysay Village, Tondo, Manila 
Residence: 89 Kapiligan Street, Araneta Subdv., QC, PILIPINAS 
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Women celebra e March 8 
.Ton d2...t_ Ma nil a . MAKAMASA WOMEN 
c eleb r a te p· I nte rnational Women's 
Day at Happyland,. Tonda, a communi­
ty settlement standing on Ma nila 
Bay. The coordinator, Ester Ca ln­
gles, spoke on the need to ·be 
economically self-reliant. Haicela 
Farola gave a background on MAKAMA­
SA and what it aims at at present 
which is l i teracy for women - t~ 
empower th am. Lo t a on e o f t he 
le a ~ner s , rend e red a s ong fu l l of 
pa in ove r a pl a yboy . lov er . The 
da ught er o f Fely Ca p e lar, anoth e r 
lear ner , pe rfo rme d a da nc e numbe r 
t oget he r wi th he r fri e nd. Wil he lmi - ! 
na O. s a ng a song a bou t a prosti­
tute who has t o da nc e her wa y to 
freed om after be in g ar r e s ted by · 
po l ice offi c ers. Ano t her l ear ner 
d~cri ed th e situa tion o f Happ yla nd 
wher by s he can not e ven t a lk c on­
~i nuous l y witho ~t a fly tr yin g to 
,lan d l n her mouth . Ga r b? ge has bee n 
cont i Mual l y dumped be sid e t hei r 
community creating mountains of 
waste so attractive ·to flies and 
mosgui toes. : The last part of the 
program was la skitj performed by the 
Happyland women, a~dut a woman who 
desires to attend the literacy 
classes but 9ets beaten up and 
battered by her husband instead. 
Together· the women coach her how ta 
fight bac!(. • 

ear about 
00 S 

Nauja n , Or iental Mindor o. MAKAMASA· 
recently held a ba sic feminist 

· course for rural women here in this: 
coa~tal town. Mindoro Island is· 
located ~in Southern Luzon. It ls. 
accessible by bus, tioat and jeep. 
from Manila the tides taking about 
8-10 hours, F;ster Caingl.es of: · 
Happyland • Tonda and Wilhelmin~· 
Oroz~o, coordinator conducted the' 
course together with Mandy Mipo of 
t.h ·, Center for Women I s Resour9es ._ 

i 
They 6po ~e on the process of so­
clallzatlon which brings about the. 
subordination of women, the need 
for understanding of feminism, and 
cooperativism. Ester gave an ac­
count of ho~ they started the ~cop 
in Happyland, and how . it is running 
successfully now. They started the 
coop, she said, by just contribut­
ing one peso everyday. Now they are 
able to buy and sell basic commodi~. 
ties such as soap, lard, matches; 
condiments,· and others. Through a 
loan from!MAKAMASA, they were able 
to buy rice and sell it per kilo 
to members and other inte .rested 
community; people who find their 
prices lower than the prevailing 
market rates. Ester proudly said 
·that their lard costing one peso 
can already cook vegetables. ~ 

One interesting sidelight of the 
: seminar was when the women were _ 
· aiked to compare the· tasks of· the 
~others and the fathers at home. 
Th~ womin•~ tasks are. geared for ' 



everybody's satisf~ction, 1t 
seemed, The men's activities, on 

_the other hand, are mostly fbr 
~hemselves. Women cited the follow­
ing as their partners• activities 
from waking time: rinse their 
mouth;· ca ~ess the feather of the 
cock; gamble; gathei firewood 
watch television; etc. The women•; 
tasks centered on filling up the 
needs of the children and the 
husband, through cooking, setting • 
the table washing and ironing' 
clothes, and tending -to the needs 
of, the husbapd at night, as well . 
a~ong others: · ' · 

Na·nay Romualda de la Torre offered 
her place as. seminar venue and 
provided the seminar participants 
with sumpt'uous meals at a ve~y low 
cost. 'She also gave shelter to th~ 
trainors in her all nipa spacious 

·hut situated beside her huge pig~ 
gery project. If · 
Participants to the seminar were 
the following: Neinia ,c. Abes,, 
Miling Anaaya, Enya B. Be~~no, 
Adelina J. Cabrera, Amelia _Canar­
ias, Jovita Canarias, Nellie Gar- · 
ing; Juliet .J. Ilao, Filiplnas 
Jong, Ba ·by Rocal, Apolonia S. 
Sarmiento, Edith Sarmiento, Yolly 
A. Tolentino, Jeari R. Viray, Marti­
na Rine, Lourdes J. Ylagan. Second 
day participants were Lina Garing 
and Eustaquia C. Aclnas. 

Bagmaklng for a Llvl,-g 
Ma·gsaysay : Vill a5UL. An income gener­
ati ng prpject ~f MAKAMASA is the 
production of bags. Edna Farola, a 
high spe~d sewer in a clothes 

. factory, ! makes these · bags using 
native cloths and' materials, as 
much as possible . Her. bags are all 
sold out when sent to market, 
usually at offices of women's 

1 groups such as th, Institute for 
Women's St udie~ of St. Scholastlca~ 
and the Women's Resource and R~­
search C~nter. Edna ls now finish­
ing mor~ bags for sale to church 
groups. fl~ 

. '·•i . -
J J' ·:· 

, .,-=-, 
·, ••. :•.' 

Tr·ning _Lc,ses H t as Snlok Y 
Mountain Goes up in Smoke 

ful}Q~· Mountain. Trinidad Cantlg 
.he lit er cy trainer of Happyla~d 
undorwent a harrowing experience 
recently, Her house containing all 
that she had saved for through 
these years such as a television 
set, a stereophonic radio~ and all 
other valuables in her small. wooden 
hut got burned dowq along with the 
o~her hu~dreds of huts of the 
residents / of Smokey Mountain th 
former huge garbage dumping ~roun~ 
of the government · for the wastes of 
MetroManila. . 

A Chinese sympathizer Phil! 
a neighbour of anothe; . . P Tan, 
Trinina P?.nn . nn _ ~~~

0
~emb:r, gave 

gave her :some plywood' to add~to-hei· 
building materials for her hut 
while pther MAKAMASA members con­
tributed in cash and kind h ~A-

g., 

Trustee. uitco .. Caccam Visits ·:. 
Magvfllc and appyland . 

Mags aysay Village . A member of the 
·board of trustees of MAKAMASA, 
Glbria Quitco Caccam recently 
visited tl e Tondo women to see •for 
herself t hei r actual conditiGns. 
She gave ;iway some goods, clothing 
a nd shoe ·whieh will be included 
in t he r ummage sa~~ of MAKAMASA 
sometime in July. 

E ISIT R OF 
SA: B HAYf -

* LOT FE.LlZCO of OXFAM 

*LYNN CURTIS of Laubach Literacy 
* Inte:irn~tional and his son, CHAT. 
'It ; 

************************************* . . . ' 

, Kindly net ~ artld 
C('l1tLVltl.eflt and/or N~ tel 

Editor 
119 Sta. ~.. a St.. Bloke 2 
Ma.flSB.Y5$Y VWap, Ton.do, Manlla, Plllphuu 
Tel. No. 7. 2,27.10/ Pocketbelb 72.2,27.11 ' 
ID No. 1004955, 
®•<2M-®4~"®~ -~® 
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eMA'l(AMASA 
TONDO WOMEN'S ORGANIZATION 
119 STA. ELENA ST. 
BLOKE II, MAGSAYSAY VILLAGE 

TiN'A'?i~~~'eA·f!Hf'~As 

Dr. Sue Rosenberg-Zalk 
Executive Director 
Center for the Study of Women 
City University of New York 
33 West 42nd Street 
NY, NY 100836 

Dear Sue, 

Residential address: 
89 Kapiligan Street 
Araneta Subdivision,QC 
PILIPINAS/ Tel. 712.27.10 

and Society 

Hello! I hope you and the stff- Gina, Margaret and Marie are well 
and hearty from the summer season. 

We are experiencing the rains and typhoons here. Our place got 
flooded again, only a foot high. My car nearly got submerged, so 
everyday I have to bring it to a higher place. I don't really 
drive around with it much because gasoline is costly. The women 
of Tonda are used to wearing boots, crossing streets through 
wooden gangplanks. They also go hopping on jutting stones for a 
fee. 

The women of Tondo are going into income generating proejcts so 
that we can sell their products at Christmas bazaars. We are 
finding great difficulty looking for literacy teachers. Most of 
them are already working in government schools which also has one 
functional literacy teacher. So we are now replanning our strate­
gies to make our program relevant to women's realities. 

Thanks a lot for sending me the two boxes of materials. I really 
appreciate it. May I know what happened to the three watercolor 
paintings placed inside a carton roll? They were donated to 
MAKAMASA for sale here to raise funds for the printing of the 
literacy primer. I hope you could find them. 

Attached are a newsletter of MAKAMASA and a copy of my article on 
consumerism citing you and Gina. It generated a response from the 
legislative sector requiriug establishments to give change. 

Here is wishing you all more political power. Will the Democrats 
win this time? Will they bring changes to women's lives? 

Warm regards and love, 

Lt /.J a_LJL~~"~~-,-~a-
WI L HELM IN A OROZCO 
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MO-r-.'DAY, JULY 6, 1992 

WO~ bear !he brunt of facing many 
business people in ot!r country who seetn to 
be more conscjous of making profits rather 
than se.rvicing !.he needs of ,tbcir clients 
properly. They face these people, especially 
those from the service seclor who always 
think in those terms, and who sacrifice 

, 1 courtesy. respect and proper handling of 
complaints of their cusromers in their deal­
ings. Then, as they are i...rnmersed in that 
Philippine trait of wanting peace at all costs, 
women hardly complain, in the end con­
tributing to this lack of attention to courte­
ous service. 

We have to look into this matter bo..cause 
it can be one major reason why our econ­
omy does not take off at all. 

!n the marketing sector, many groceries, 
department s1ores and bookstores are still 
not instilled with that habit of giving exact 
change. When COP.fronted, the cashiers give 
a mnch bigger change and ask the customers 

· to give them back the change or sometimes 
hint as they give away a coin, ''What a 
small matter to quibble about!'' But even a 
centavo can accumulate to a thousand con­
sidering the number of cusromers in a day. 
• We have gainea so much in terns of 
goodwill because of the People Power Rev­
olution but it seems r.ome members of the 
business sector are not prepared Lo capitalize 
on lha!. As we women are the I.Vl.dirion 

.. . \ \ .... ·...: ' ·..; ~ _ ... : ' 
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= 
Feminist 
Reflection~ -

Wilhelmina Orozco 

purse holders and buyers of goods for the 
families, we have to take a stand against all 
forms of business malpractices. 

We must also ask the Department of 
Trade and Industry to flex its muscles to 
make them serious about all aspects of their 
business, by imposing penalties or sus~ 
pending business licenses or closing down 
businesses which fail to give adequate pub­
lic service. 

The United States which has a longer 
history of conducting business seems to 
have le.:.1.med a lot through tJ-1e years. Sue 
Rosenberg Zalk; the executive director of 
the (::ity University of New York Center for 
tJ-;e Study of Women a.."ld Society. and Gina 
Seleme, her associate, told this author that 
( :;y assert themselves whenever they find 
business st.ores do not give proper service or 
tJ1eir products fall short of ilie standards. 
Aren't the storecwners scared of the reper-

DEAR Ms. O:-o:zco, 
P<~::-::r,;. 

cussions for fear of loss of reputation re­
sultini in low sales. 

Another instance of the strength of West­
ern consumerism is when I.once I picked 'Up 
the receiver of the phone at La Mama Ex­
perimental Theatre Club· Artists' R.:.sillFUce 
where I stayed last winter com:tesy of the 
erstwhile Ms. Ellen Stewart A New York 
telephone man asked me : "Ma'am do you 
have any trouble with your phone?" I an­
swered: "Oh no longer. I used to weeks ago 
but the line is ok now exceot for those arro­
gant AT & T operators wf,o refuse to give 
out their numbers for fear of being reported. 
They are highly impolite once they hear me 
speak with an Asian accent'' lns'-..ead of 

. shifting the blame on me for this lack of 
courtesy, die operator told me: "Oh , thank 
you Ma'am. You can rest assured that we 
shall lock into thaL I shall make a report 
about it'' 

Ever since that time ~e operators be­
came more patient and understanding . 
Sometimes though, as I wanted to get ac­
customed to their system of communica ­
tions thus making me much more inquisitive 
than usual, I couid hear their deep sighs of 

. controlled exasperation. But !he soft and 
gentle voice was still their despite !he bar­
rage of inquiries, like .how to call the Philip­
pines collect 
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The Graduate School and Unive'rsity Center 
·of Toe City Un)versity of N~ York 

Cef\ 18f !Of tllO Sludy of Women end Society/ Bo,c 135-192 
Gr$dUDtO Oenier. 33 WCJIJI 42-S lreet , New York, N.Y. 10036 -8099 
2 t2 e4 2·2 0M / Fell 212 642· 1987 

·Febr-.uary . 1·8 , 19 9 3 

Wilhelmina Orozco 
• • .~, · 89 Kapiligan St r-eet 
.-.. _. - Araneta subdivision 

.••• ' 7 ,·· : · • . Qu~zon -City · : 
'- : : = p'il .ipinas . 

. ' . ... ~ .... . .. ·.· 
' .. . . 

' Dear Wilhelmina: 
, 

· 1 -hope · this l etter find s you well. I am writing for Sue bec ause 
sh~ 1 1!5. in Costa Rica atte nding a conf erence and wanted me t o write 
r egarding your applicati on to the PhD Program in Music at the 

· Gradu~te Center. 

·sue received a call from the head of the department, Mr. , I 
believe, saying that the Music Program was for conservatory trained 
musicians and that he was not certain that you fit into that 
category. 

Sue had two suggestions. one was that you have your application 
transfer to another program, whi ch Mr. would be happy to do. For 
that you need to write to him, asking for a transfer. The other is 

' that you write a "sweet" letter to the Registrar/Admissions Office 
stating that you misunderstood the nature of the program and the 
fee is a great deal of money for you and could you please have a 
refund. 

Please keep us informed. Good luck. 

'1 



I(AMALAPIHA 
WOMEN IN MEDIA -THEATRE COLLECTIVE 
89 Kapiligan St., Araneta Subdivision, O.C. Pilipinas / 712-27-10 

19 March 1993 

Dear Sue and Margaret, 

Thank you for your letter to me. I really appreciate receiving 
letters from you folks. 

How's New York? We only receive dire stories about your place 
the bombing and the snowstorms. I hope you are all fine and 
nothing untoward happened to you though. I'd be very sad to hear 
that. You know a newspaper here headlined for two consecutive 
days events in NY - when deaths occurred due to the storms. A lot 
of Filipinos have relatives and American relative-friends over 
there, so the news is really sympathetic. 

I have already written Mr. Allan Atlas to transfer my 
tion to the theatre arts program. 

applica-

I have been busy working as coordinator for the Development 
Institute for Women in Asia-Pacific. So now I am shuttling back 
and forth between MAKAMASA, which I do on weekends, and weekdays 
(Part-time) with DIWA. We had a week-long celebration. Would you 
believe this institution is attached to the Phil. Women's Univer­
sity headed by a man? And he is so macho. God. He denigrates our 
efforts at raising the consciousness of women on a non-formal 
basis such as holding symposia. PWU after so many generations of 
women presidents suddenly begins to have a male president. Things 
change differently over here. 

Best wishes. 

Love , ~ 

d~fl~ 
WILHELMINA OROZCO 
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