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WHERE WAS THE 

BAL STUDENTS' CoUNcrr..? 
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adftnmge 
laodenhip. 

aappar,orknowl---Y• Thc .....-b-of the 
Caandl (DSC]. the 

al the student 
.. am1nq;1igen, 
Al I blllt! wlwn 

lbm..,._,,...tives 

to ruke ded.sians and to act accordingly 
d.unng times of crisU like this. what 1s its 
fNTl'O'<"l The responsibility of DSC rep­
reicntlti\-c, is not JUSI to attend the 
month1y mcrtmgs (if they ever-do), but to 
~nt and to speak for the doctoral 
students who elected them. Where wer.? 

we? Whydjdn'l our co-chain or steering 
committee members c.aU for an emer­
gency meeting? Why cou.Jda't we make 
up our mmd about what to do? Why did 
we allow the situation to be dominated by 
a sclf-procL,lmod lcadenhip? We failod 
todo ,.,.hat we were supposed to do. We 
failed to represent the students of this In­
stitution. We all were dead quiet and let 

and dln,ction 

!!!~-....i-·,....ia81daJsoflho 
111po1-.iup,al· 

"8ht1Dstandup 

othert speak for us. · 
We should not forget that as long a9 

theDSCfaiJs tobeanactiveandcommit­
b,d government of, by and for the slu• 
denb of lhis schooL there will always be 
'°""' group of students who will lak,, 
advantage of thui lack of leadership 1 in 
order to declare their illegal activities asa 
response to the wish of all students. 

... ,_. ... .c. ... 

_,_...,,.... 
.... handful 

1111! rlgbl owr­
- E-,,af. 

experNIIICelo 
"Wl,.d,e~enlSof 

initiative 

Tamer A vcilar 
DSC Steering Comma Hee Member 

Computer Science 

dealollfmeandellcxlslnce -,.._~-­Gtlhe-occupl-
- on ffle Whole coope- In tryu,g lo 

lo Ille Unlvenlly', laclllffeL lhey wanl so far 
Cent ... , opmalfons Ila/I lnlo Iha bulk!Jng lo 

when security pe,sonnel we,e no longer 
room. 

i- been a llgnlllcant Impact on Iha Center's 
Eruneraled below GN some ol lhe areas 

, ar a IWduced bnpact, would have been felt had 
during !hit pe,tod. 

1'(J71D-,alilalleddterlheoccupattonanumberol 
-encol,lllenld, lncludtng-downs In the main 

cllk, CD wel GI, lcMII In dynamic: memory. lhe 
not alllbff U- lallftl dlreclly to the strike, 

llr.--ctoOhalroccunenc:• and thwlmpacl woud 
opaallonl. 

THE CAUSE 

AND 

THE CHAMPIONS 

My mother can not sleep until twoi.n 
the morning. A long time ago her father 
was not POLITICALLY CORRECT. They 
could have taken tum away at any mo­
mcnL So each night she waited. Her fears 
long gone. the habit stays. 

The time was 1937, the place was the 
USSR and the situation was hardly 
unique. When I learned that .,political 
corroctness" is a buzzword of the Ameri­
can left, l was amused. Here, of all 
places,_ Well, the more different things 
arr, the more they arc the same. 

A few years back at the Graduate 
Center l met some nice people, all con­
cerned with the fate of humanity. 1n a 
friendJy and only slightly patronizing 
manner they would try to explain how 
infinitely better off I had been back in the 
USSR I guess my reaction felt short of en­
thusiastic, for whc.n I met one of them in 
an elevator, he gazed straight past me, 
through the walls of oppression, into the 
bright lights of the future. 

Many of my compatriots had similar 
experiences, and as I listened to their rec­
ollections, the word "jerk'' seemed to be 
ta\her benign. As the )oke has it, there arc 
three types-of people: decent people, in­
trdligenf pcopJc and macxists. Yet no­
body can be-all three: If you arc decenl , 
and a marxist., you cannot be intelligent. 
If you are decent and intelligent, you can­
not be a marxist. And if you arc intelli­
gent and a marxist, you cannot be decent. 
We lived the advanced stage of the 
STRUGGLE, people annihilated in body 
and soul. At that time the joke was true. 
While people clamor for causes, causes 
attract people. 

The goal of lhe strikers, who occu­
pied the Graduate Center for ten days, 
was to defend the people's right to educa­
tion. So they said. For me, it was more 
like moral gratification! Since their ideas 
of education and mine are as far apart as 
it .sets, and nobility of intent is as much 
their refuge as it is my fear, I do not want 
to discuss the merits of the strike per se. 
Instead, I will speak about the way the 
strike FELT. 

It was noisy. "Education is our right! 
Right right, right!" 
echoing "Education is our righU Fight, 
fight, fight!" All [ could sec was a bunch 
of kids, some of them red in the face with 
effort, rising on the swell of their slogans. 
And there was nothing to counter the 
impression. There was a poster, carried 
by a man with a happy, hall-absent smile. 
The poster equated Mario Cuomo to Sad­
dam Hussein. Though undeniably 
subtlc,it was nevertheless appalling. J do 
not like Mario Cuomo. A shrewd, smug 
hypocrite, a tiny bit of the grocery store 
still in him, he has a difficult time be.Jiev­
ang how good HIS life turned out to be. 
Yet, to compare him to the murderer, who 
kills people for kicks? I do not believe this 
wu even a consideration! Murder docs 
not cloud the MARXIST JUDGEMENT! 
Not ii murder in the heat of the 
STRUGGLE. The poster was yet another 
tacit admJssion. 

An there was RAGE, RAGE, RAGE. 
~WHOM.against WHATI I guess 
11mphaty was the binding factor. The 
Ski. &eandal was obvious. So were the 
rich am! famous, as well as the budget 

cuts. Never mind that the state docs not 
have money. Ralsc the taxes! Now! And 
nobody, nobody talked about GOOD and 
BAD, only about RIGHT and WRONG. 
The skulls of the people caught in the 
STRUGGLE and lost to this subtle distinc­
tion could have filled the Graduate Cen­
ter many times oved 

And there was FREEOOM! Everybody 
could breathe it; a pair of earplugs did the 
trick. A student from the Anthropology 
program stood next to me amid the di­
vided crowd. Filled with scorn and an­
ger, he explained that most of the strikers 
(though not all of them) had the freedom 
to be full-time politicians by virtue of 
their wealthy parents. There was nothing 
in the way the strikers were dressed to 
contradict his assertion. 

A yellow poster on the wall next to 
the entrance made me sec red {no pun 
intended). "Come to the liberated Gradu­
ate Center!" it proclaimed. The occasion 
was a seminar on gays and lesbians in 
RADICAL STRUGGLES. The perversion 
was obvious! I do not mean their sexual 
orientation. This was none of my busi­
ness! And l do not mean their decision to 
let themselves in, while keeping the rest 
of us out Swinish behavior is not uncon­
stitutiona1. It was their PERVERSE 
SENSE OF FREEOOM that shocked me; 
for all practical purposes, the building 
was LOCKED! And yet they called it LIil­
ERA TED??? The symbolism was tragic, 
pure gore. 

It was a cold day. The meeting was 
over. As I sat sipping coffee with a couple 
of my friends in Le Croissant Shop, I saw 
one of the strikers take a seat next to us. I 
had seen her before with another striker, 
a tall man with a friendly face and quick 
eyes. She seemed to be friendly too. Since 
she had left the meeting after we did, I 
asked her if the seminar went on as 
planned. At first she did not understand. 
Then she brushed me off with a short ges­
ture of scorn. I heard her tell her compan­
ion a garrulous version of my complaint. 
When I asked the question again, she 
raised her voice and asked me to leave her 
alone, please. 

And there was RAGE, RAGE, RAGE. 
Another place, another time. Almost 
twenty years ago in Leningrad I met an 
old Jewish man. Ready smile, grey hair, 
grey skin, he was possessed by a wither­
ing, all<onsuming hatred. Back in the 
thirties, a fellow traveller, he had left New 
York and moved to the Soviet Union. So 
eager he was to sever all links with his 
bourgeois past that upon arrival, his first 
action was to give up his American pass­
port. The first thing they did once he had 
given it up was to send him to a labor 
camp. Eighteen years later, a broken 
man. they let him go. I don't know what 
he was raging about. Was it the ideals of 
his youth that let him down? Or was it 
the country that made his life a living 
hell? His was a generation of upheaval. 
A few years after he left New York the 
world plunged into turmoil, never lo be 
the same. 

All I could sec this time was a bunch 
of screaming kids. 

Roman Gitlin 
MalhemallcS 

"V'olomeONumberO 
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OUTRAGE RIGHTEOUS AND WRONG 
I Imagine-I have to imagine-that 

the students .... No, not the students .... I 
must remind myself of the dangers of 
such an impersonalizing objectification, 
particularly now !hat the occupations are 
over and anger, resentment, and the de­
sire for vindication in certain quarters is 
felt. I have then to imagine that the men 
and women who oxupied the Graduate 
Center and buildings on other CUNY 
campuses were acting in full reflective 
and self-reflective subjectivity out of out­
rage and a sense of being betrayed. 

We have, I believe, to consider the 
role of outrage in any political formation. 
It is more intense than rage. It is at once 
more diffuse and more focused. It is 
stimulated by what is deemed to be a 
wrongful act, a budget cut, for example, 
an increase in tuition, that is itself indica­
tive of some greater impropriety-a 
breach of contractual obligation, an injus­
tice. In other words, the act that triggers 
outrage calls attention to a betrayal of 
some set of values that is held to be, if not 
sacrosani.:t, fundamental It reveals the 
uncertain footing of such values, their 
manipulation for personal advanlage by 
those in power, the artifice of the political 
thecxlicics that mask hypocrisy and jus­
tify the "evil" that arises from such ma­
nipulation. 1t reminds the outraged of 
their entrapment in, for lack of a better 
word, a system in which, di?:spite pnxla­
mations of individual freedom, of con• 
tlnuous opportunities for penonal inllia­
tive, and of pouibllltiu for real. poet.live 
chanp,. pxogreu. u we aa • _,_ 
povertyof'politlc.ll imagination. 

Outrage can lco'ld toangcr,and as the 
stoics tell us, anger has to be contained. 
''There is no passion that so shakes the 
clarity of our judgment as anger," Mon­
taigne observed. "No one would hesitate 
to punish with death a judge who had 
condemned his criminaJ through anger." 
But, whether or not we sec the stoic's 
view of anger as accommodating to the 
status quo, whether or not we accept the 
blindness thatari~s with anger, we must 
differentiate anger from outrage, for out­
rage need not lead to anger. It can pro­
duce striking clarity and lead to the com­
munication of that clear vision. Here lies 
the force of outrage and the threat it poses 
to those responsible for the act, the 
events, that triggered il 

I imagine, I like to imagine, that the 
men and women who occupied the 
Graduate Center and the other campuses 
had that clarity of vision: the exposure of 

Are you sick of 
Bad Budgets 

and 
Tuition Hikes? 

Write the 
Governor 

Mario M. Cuomo 
Executive Chamber 

Stat~ Capitol 
Albany, NY 12224 

the hypocrisy of the governor, so famous 
for hJs oratory, of his failure to keep his 
promise, the promise, of a state in which 
higher education would be open to all 
who qualified intellectually and not just 
economically, the revelation that the cher­
ished values and promise of the United 
States have been sacrificed yet again to a 
crude, unimaginative pragmatism, and 
the disclosure of the virtual impossibility 
of communicating in a meaningful and 
powerful, an effective, way this vision. If 
anything led to anger, I assume, it was 
this disclosure. 

As a relative newcomer to the tur- are stranded. Interfering with our own 
moil of CUNY Ufo I should not have vcn- education-while loudly proclaiming 
tu red to offer my reflections on the occu- that we strike for free access to educa• 

Whatcouldbedone? Asymbolicact: 
the <Xcupation of buildings. To occupy a 
building, though, is to be occupied by the 
building. To occupy and be occupied bya 
symbol. To be isolated from the symbolic 
effect of the symbol, the symbolic act. To 
live within the liminal world of the sym­
bol without "real" contact with the out­
side world in which the symbol is mea.nt 
to be effective. I imagine that the men and 
women in the Graduate Center, whatever 
their realism, their political savvy, their 
cynicism even, were structurally unable 
to appreciate fully the effect of their act. 
Whatever their intentions, they never 
claimed to represent the full student body 
but were open democratically to any and 
all members of that body and would have. 
adhered no doubt to thcir collective dcci-

pation of parts of the University in protest 
against a very real threat toils continued 
existence without friendly prodding from 
the editor of this broadsheet My views, I 
explained to him. arc hopelessly di­
vided-as befits the academic mind, 
prone to,sec both sides of every question, 
He insisted; here goes. 

Standing in the crowd that as­
sembled In the entrance-way of the 
Graduate Center time arter time, strain· 
ing to hear the speakers out of their bull­
horn, amid the roar of passingtramc, 1 felt 
acutely the rightness and the wrongness 
of the occasion. The rightness first. Of 
course, we must protest being taken to 
the slaughterhouse. The University can 
hardly survive the cuts that are proposed 
for its budget. The students can scarcely 
be expected to sustain a hefty rise in tui­
tion costs, a cut in aid, being frozen out of 
adjunct positions, when they barely exist 
on what little we can provide for their 
support as it 1s. The: nation has been 
stripped to its undershirt in the heedless 
Reagan years. Toe governor's bookkeep­
ers miscalculated the impact of tax "re. 
form", economic woes supervened, the 
labor force 15 bcing \aid otf in droves, 
bu.siN?Ss flees to locations that haven' l 

lion-was akin to cutting off our nose to 
spite our face. No one was seriously put 
out but ourselves. The media were 
largely unmoved by a gesture that was 
intended to make our plight visible. And 
a lot of predictable unpleasantness g01 
painted mlo the pictu.re. Bullhorn democ­
racy proved no less of an exercise in 

make-believe than much of its bal\ot·bo), 
counterparl Those who boomed slogans, 
comforting the crowd in its own behefs, 
garnered loud and spirited approval. 
Those who voiced misgivings merely ex• 
cited tumultuous unrest, and they proved 
by and large far less adept with the bull­
horn, haV1ng little to offer that a crowd 
wanted to hear. Theu pleas to be allowed 

heard of a living wage: how can we no\ 
ay Dlll1 ~wbolenl. 11w bm?\lalo, ... ~ .. 

to complete their education were gener• 
ally dismissed as "selfishness" by tho-,..e 
who posed as the defenders of education 
for all. Where ever have I he.a-rd before 
the Interests and thl! welfare of living 
people held as nothing in the face ot the 
promise or an unendingly radiant future? 
Thu,; a mixture of fubUty, se\f-nghteous.­
ncss,dc.luded arrogance that spawned an 
evcr-\cngthenmg list of DEMANDS call­
ing upon othcn to come to heel '1Ni se.t 
\he wot\d to rights soon obscured "W 

had 5':effled \he ngbllleU oi a ca.ua m-­
voMng mo MmfWlllal--, --

umy;u1 pcr­
pcruaangu spfJt In thoscorhcrcommuni­
tics. They became a symbol for that Fac­
tion rhar for wha.tl!ver reasons., personal, 
political, or moral, did not approve of lhe 
occupation, They became an object of 
anger. Their act served to deflect and re­
focus the outrage other members of their 
community had at the impropriety of the 
proposed budget cuts and tuition in­
crease onto them, tk students, and their 
occupation, As a displaced focus or out­
rage their symbolic act subvertt.>d its in­
tended goal and was divisive. 

I am not sure if this subversion is in 
lhe nature of all disempowered symbolic 
acts. 1 do know that anger and rage?--and 
outrage insofar as it lies at anger and 
rage's alluring border-are self-propa­
gating and divisive. Focused on an ob­
ject, however justifiably, they can enrage 
all those whose anger and rage are not 
directed to that object. Where division is 
intolerable, anger and rage become conta­
gious, creating an illusion of solidarity, of 
shared values and goals, a single vantage 
point, where there is in fact little that is 
shared. With such repressive contagion, 
therecanbcnodialogueand withoutdia· 
logue no community. 

And yet, we must admit, theoc~~~­
tion did call attention to both the m1tial 
outrage and its source. 1 remcmberaco~­
versation I had with two men about it, 
one a conservative republican and the 
other a middle-of.the-road democrat, nei­
ther of whom were connected to the uni­
versity but both of whom had ~•cry con­
siderable political and economic power. 
They each observed: "Politica~y you can't 
legislate out universal education but you 
can do it through the budget." One of 
them thought the budget cuts a good 
thing; the other an outrage. The outra~e 

pcrSists. 
Vincent Crapanzano 

Dist·inguishcd Professor 
Executive Officer, 

Comparative Literature 

"'hc;,rd ,1mid th'-• din. '"''-" n11Ht ~J..•rt 11,.._, 
body poht,c to our phght. p.,,ntul ,,;!' ii 1!­

to be fockOO out of our pliJc<' of work, we 
o~,•c c1 d~bt of gr.itihJdC! to the students 
who took upon themselves our anger and 
vexation in a desperate.-gamble for atten­
tion to the seriousness of OUI plight. 

Thus for the rightness of it. And I 
reckon in their sleepless nights of feverish 
deliberation, their risk-taking, their un­
certainty that it would pay off. 

The wrongness of it, to my mind, is 
just as patcnl What manner of damage 
do we inflict on an indifferent body poli­
tic by occupying our own buildings, 
wrecking our own institution, halting 
services that cater tooursclvcs primarily? 
When the railroads go on strike, travelers 

Lr 1 ·JU viu,; pul•hror th,•,,- r, 'J 
by th1, .,.,,.._,rc,!J-C ,n -.rrr,:t p, 

!l>tnk'-• w.1.i. non-v111lrnr, .1nd th, 
,1pp,..•,1r to h.Jt,l' l."'-"'.•n d~_,tr111 r 

crty. Wh.it dam.is£' w.is don, 
contamc.-d within stncl lim,t~, .i1 
we musl be lh.JnkfuJ. Civen the. 
sityof the provocation, I cannot 11n.._. 

my heart, when all is said and du,,, 
condemn an action that may haH· h. 

fulile, that wascertainlyaggravanr.~, '~ 
that was wrung from the aggrieved bv th,: 

ovl.!rwhelming sense that to go du...,.., 
without a fight was unendurable. 

Marcel MarcGutMrt:-­
Distinguishcd Proft..._..._,. 

Executive Ohu: .. r 
Ph.D. Program in FrC"n,n 

LateMam•m 
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la unrith • humorous bom0<phwn: 
AJbony - deaf lo tho protcstcn, tho 
pn,emtaw 11Wff'd•f to their fellow stu• -Tho oa:upien ...,.. also ,my. ~ 
...tag the oca,phn' daily pro•""'" 
,paclm,aldng ri!UAL I found It amusing 
ll1ot a pmp of peopi,, who with no 
popular mand•Ot had •ppn>priolcd a 
bmlding far 11,e;r own purposes. wen, 

tnsisling thlit everyonr hnc-up in an or­
dtriy,wy toawa.it ther tumat lhe mkro­
phone. One P"""'"' claimed this was 
""'dlrnacratfc' What a conceft! Dcmcx­
raq. as It relate to the occupabon. 
ahould hive a,unl building consc.n,u.s 
a,nq all thutudent, before taking over 
cbe ~ it hu litde to do wilh fonn• 
Ing I aingle IJne. 

by thn:!e. m•le protester,, whkh 5C.'Omcd lO 

be an Intimidation tactic. So only th09e 
with. In the minds of the occupiers, 'po-
lith:ally rorrcct' views arc allowed to 
volcr their oplniom7 Funny, but when I 
was involved m11ny yoon ago in prolcsl$ 
and sil•ins, we. as di.ssenlers, would've 
doncanythJngbut suppress dissent. We 
would haYC! rcveltd in It. 

The occupiers assumed a po,'iturc of 
moral superiority, Many of the .speakers 
excoriated the •nU.Q(Cupaclonisls for 
their sclfi,:hncu. They told us we shouJd 
th.tnk of the less fortunalc, the new 
Americans, the working'<llnss, ctc.-a.s If 
we were a band of plutocrats. (Some of 
the •1~ fortunate' were standing right in 
front of them and wanted in.) Why did 
the occupiers a.ssum(!_ Lhot they were they 
only people wfth a sociaJ conscience? 
Why do they assume that I'm any less 
committed to what they ostensibly stand 
for, fflnply bcausc I don't agree with 
their occupation tactic? Thcirdass-idcn• 
tifiation comments wreaked of unjustifi­
able moral condescension. 

Volume0Number0 

Me,raphone Democrncy 

1u .. ..... 

Sometimes th, protest ....,,ed to bo 
rnorv about lhc protesters' rnrt'isc of 
conlrOI than about effocti\.-e ways to fight 
tuition hikes. Thw the occupiers at• 
tanpbld to stifle dJasent and prc,'l!nl free 
dam. TI,ey1ndt.M?irromradcschecrrd 
and clapped for those speak= who ox• 
pnua:l likemmdcd viows. Fair enough, 
But whon I dappa:l and cheered for 
IOfflrone expressing an anti--occup.ttion 
v1ew. a woman who mriicr h.ld been 
handing out nyt'l'S and as:50Ciab.ng with 
folb ,11 the building's cnlranre,. shouted 
tne down and called me a hypocrite. 
(How would she know I wu a hypo-­
ait.r?) Seconds later, I was surrounded 

The occupation was weakened by a 
diffuse and unrealistic focus. Many 
people a.I the the occupation used the 
daily spc«hma.king forum to trumpet 
their particular causes. For example, one 
woman, presumably lcsbfon, used her 
tum at the mike 10 speak stridently about 
lesbian issues and of a 1iberatcd Gradu-

which was, in this case, lhe building. 
Beca.usc there was no evidence that lhe 
primary lactic of occupation was cffo,c. 
tive, allowing people to lrumpel their pct 
causes and to link them to the occupation 
reduced the protest to lictlc more than a 
public forum for individual self-cxprcs• 
sion. (I criticize the lactic of linkage, 
though I was in full agreement with what 
the '1i~ers" had to say.) Thinking the 
occupation would constructively affect 
the bu~get tal~s was unrealistic; linking it 
lo penpheral issues turned it into Arna• 
tcurHour. -­when -ID-,..,..._ 

IIIIWllting­
lho~ 
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II 
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-willbode­
odu<allon and hun-

., .riunct •nd 
lalmt. Allollldund 
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1111<1 bumlng with 
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--powerful 
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dve. or microrosm. Allegory is the syn­
thesis ol rhese two clements. Allegori­
caUy speaking. the OC'CUpation of the 
Gr4duate School offered strikers a plat­
form to raise many questions a.bout our 
rights and our responsibilities as dtizcns 
and as educ:aton in a demlXTatic society. 
Some ofthesequostions were raised dur­
ing the strikers' afternoon rallies, others 
were not lo be heard over lhe megaphone. 

Macrocosm: Is the United States of 
Amenca a democrabc nation? What 
gi""' pollbaans the right lo spend bil­
lions of lax dollan in order to maintain, 
by my mans na:cs5ary, repressive go\·­
emments in develapingcountri.esall over 
the globe, when inequality reigns a, 
home, and the vtslon of "life, liberty •nd 
the purswt ol happiness" for millions of 
people mnains • d,.,.m defom,d? What 
g,•es politiaON the right to plead pov­
my whon the peoples of lhc United 
Sttta demand lhl!lr consblutional right 
IDanempowenngcducatton? 

Mlaoc,,sm: Is the Graduatc School a 
dmnoaatic institution whffl! academk 
fnmom rings? What giwo, thc lloird of 
T- 11w right lo o,tabllsh or aboh1h 
~ programsl What gl• .. lhc 
Praldenr, Office tho right to appoint 
li>iocutiweOfficesl Who1gt..,doc1oral 
fl'OllDDl> IJw right lo enroll twice a, 
......,.-..... u ii Intend, to g,aduotc1 
Whit gi1m aa:uu .. committees tho 
.nptlo.....,~non toplol What 
&1--..-commt...,.lh.origh110 
mlillil.•~ tho-itol PhD.an­
,ldalllJ Wltataiwsaml<ulwnc:ommll• 
_.dpllDapandetoa,ntnctlho 

--•to-...,Hallaplher? What 
__.........., __ IJwrighllo ..,..,.ufJing __ bned 

..i ai 1Mklelinm am1cula, but on IJw 
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ate School.' Linkage of issues can be a 
great way to get the most b.:ing out of 
your protest buck-if and when the side 
with whom you're negotiating is affected 
by your fundamental bargaining chip, 

J share the occupiers' views about the 
tuition hike, and I'm willing to fight. But 
the only things I'll remember about the 
occupation arc tactics and behavior that 
would've made a right-winger proud. 

Evan Slark 
Psychology 

What gives students the right to secure 
htvors from those who would be thcir 
mentors? Above all, what gives the Pro-­
fcssional Staff Congress fPSCJ, whose 
le:aders nm for election unopposed, the 
right to perpetuate CUNY's exploitation 
of adjunct lecturers and research assis­
tant.s, without whom the University 
could not function? 

T-0 deny the Graduate School occu• 
pation its allegorical magnitude is to deny 
the injustice of CUNY's impending dev• 
astalion, as well as lhc horror of our col• 
lcctive impotence before the carnage. 

As if by surprise, the occupation be. 
gan to wither. Once a political acl of 
metaphor and pedagogy, the strategic 
value of the action waned. Why? Alle-­
gorically, the strikers' fdeal microcosm­
a '1iberaled" Graduate School-mirrored 
a traditionally futile attempt to synthesize 
symbol and reality, to make history as 
alchemists made gold from lead. We may 
pledge allegiance to a flag of social prog­
ress, we may devote ourselves to demo­
cratic, well.funded public education, but 
our devotion docs not necessarily trans• 
late into tactical sagacity. The Graduate 
~ool maf have been '1iberated" sym• 
bohcally; literally, the community was 
denied globa.l access when the door$ were 
c:hajncd and the mainframe computers 
shutdown. 

Thestrilcen' rhetoric could not rclutc 
this simple fact, thus their activism mu• 
~led mto a catalyst for anger and frustra• 
lion shared by an increasing number of 
graduate sbJdcnts, who must a.I ways foar 
fortheirdcullina-, faculty members fear. 
ingfor their summer projects, and admin• 
!stntors, who arc supposed to be able lo 
•control" their campuses, afraid for their 
managrrial reputations. Bitter clouds 
descended upon the rallies. Good intcn. 
tions fell prey to suspicious pondering 
Unfriendly words wore spoken. Whe~ 

individuals voiced their opposition to the 
occupation, they were asked to make sac• 
rificcs, just as the strikers themselves 

G~u":t1~i:~. ~Nt¼u~ .... 5!:-2, ~~.s 
the world. When individuals suggested 
voter registration as an effective, if incfA• 
cicnt, political tactic to influence govem• 
ment policy, strikers derided this demo­
cratic tradition as rendered nonsensical 
by capitalism's brutal efficiency. The 
slTikcrs' desire to take their place as ideo­
logical leaders in the protests instigated 
by CUNY undergraduates apparently tri• 
umphcd over their intention to diagnose 
and treat the University's terminal can• 
cer. Even The Washington Post reported 
that "At thcGraduatcSchooland Univer­
sity Center ... students answer lhe central 
phone line, 'Strike center."' (4/20/91) 
Whcnspectatorsrcalized that theoccupa• 
tion had no method lo its madness, the 
strikers' sacrifice began to smack of self• 
immolation. The occupation's symbolic 
significance, an ideal CUNY, free and 
open to all, was tarnished. 

CUNY must not be martyred by 
ambitious poliHcians who would deny its 
right to educate the peoples of New York. 
I salute the students who risked their aca• 
dcmic careers at the Graduate School in 
order to teach us how the destruction of 
public education is an open invitation to 
fascism. lalsosalulc thcGraduatcSchool 
administrators who, despite pressure 
from their superiors, did not fear for 
CUNY property, and refused to call for 
police intervention, even when the per• 
formancc of guerilla then tor was over and 
the strikers failed to leave the stage. 

Unfortunately, what was for two 
days a superb allegory of our collective 
political paralysis eventually paralyzed 
l'.!veryonc, distilled everyone down to al­
lcgorkal slaves, masters, and eunuchcs, 
gurgling together in an ancient cauldron 
of distrust. When the actresses and actors 
ofa powerful production became tr,1ppcd 
in an allegory of power for power's sake, 
thc occupation of the Graduate School 
ceased 10 be guerilla theater and lost its 
moral imperative. 

Ceorge McCllntock m 
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OCCUPIER [ FEMINIST STRIKERS ] 
Alright, so we took over your build• through democracy that we would 

ing. We made your lives miserable for a -achieve our limited objectives. We 
week-a wuk out of your academic ca• sought to mobilize our-ranks, to show the 
rccrsl During that time you couldn't use university adminlstralion, and the State 
lhe Ubrary. You couldn't use lhc com• Asscmbly,thatstudenlstnmasSt,noljusl 
puterccntcr. Youcouldn'tattcndclnsscs. a fow leaders, utterly reject these hikes 
I'm not happy about that. God knows I'm and cuts,andarequitewillingtoorganize 
busy enough myself, what with teaching lo disrupt business as usual to stop them. 
out at Rutgcrs(which I still had todo) and And we showed them that gradll4U stu• 
working on my proposal (whkh I haven't dtnls, who hnvc already made it past the 
had the limetodoanywaybecausc I have first few hurdles in higher education, arc 
toworkasanadjunctforshitpaytomakc not about to accept the rhetoric about 
ends meet all year). So why did I support "quality" admission standards and "sc-
thcoccupalion? Bubby, why did I help to lcctlvc" tuition rates which would deny 
lock you out of the buUding, when you our undergraduate colleagues and Stu• 

were yelling and screaming and kicking dents the dumu to reaive a quality edu· 
me and my fellow occupiers in the foce cation. 
that you had to get in there? Aren't we As the enthusiasm at meetings out• 
supposed lo be pals? side, and energy inside, began to wane, 

Yea, but look, we needed to do this. some of us began to go into vanguard 
Governor Primo Domo Cuomo is once mode. They began to argue that "we 
again screwing us and hundreds of thou• shouldn't have the vote tomorrow; we 
sands of undergraduates with another know what's best; we should occupy un-
S500 tuition increase (this, plU5 the 5200 til the administration gives in." I felt they 
increase already passed in January, adds were confusing the ends with the means. 
up toa50% increase) plusabouta 10% cut Fortunately they realized that you would 
in the total CUNY budget. For a si1..1ble not allow thal Democracy has 115 own 
number of undcrgraduales. struggling at dynamic: we kept voting, and we got 
onc.ortwoorthreejobsjusttomakecnds what we wanted from lhc administra• 
meet, this will mean the end of their tion-thc chance to use CC facilities lo 
chance for an education, For about 800 continue to organize against the cuts and 
adjuncts such as myself, it will mean we hikes. 
will not be employed in the fall-making The vang·uardism-ncvcr acted 
us doubtful about our futures. And upon-was understandable. It was a 
Cuomo says these arc cuts and hikes that long ordeal for us, and we got tired fast 
we can afford to make! Try sleeping on 50fa cushiom: in a room 

The governor won't listen to reason! with no air, while you hear the basement 

'lltis ts an open letter to the women 
who participated in the takeover of the 
CraduateCentcr;at the end of it there isa 
message for a particular woman on the 
strike committee with whom I spoke at 
about 12.-00 noon on the day the strike 
ended. 

Why did you, as feminists, allow the 
situation to deteriorate to the extent that 
the predominant tone af the afternoon 
meetings was one of: Aggression! What 
possible effect did you think this would 
have on people? WeU 1'11 tell you the ef• 
feel it had on me: I kept my mouth shuL 
Out of fear. It is Inevitable that tempers 
Oare in these situanons, but I can testify 
that the behavior of some on your side 
was beyond the pale. I and other women 
were bullied, screamed al and physically 
menaced for expressing views which dif· 
(creel, however slighUy, from yours. Did 
you concern yourselves with this aspect 
of thmgsatall? You did not appear to, to 
me. Did you have a rcsponsibtlity to 
address yourselves to lhis issue? As fcml­
rtists, absolutcly. I do not know if a lot of 
other women had the same reaction, 
mainly because most of the people lhat I 
know who disagreed with you stayed 
home, and I will not speak for anyone 
other than mys,elf. But I will say that my 
anger over lhis is such as to make it un• 
think.able for me to participate ln any­
thing you arc now or ever will organize, 
nomatterwhatthc:causc.. 

It goes without saying that this par­
ticular calllC ~s an excellent oae.. l WAS 

~~ 0::~~~t~w:!~,n·;:.,.~1oa~.';,~•,,~~~-i":~~h..;...~:...~=--~ru~·nc~bathroom~~-~~d~oon~~•!:'!le~rn!!(!rn~A!g~ 
~~~.....:'----.oa!"tivcr-tl<~p:1 l!t.'li:!~o uTI!ng-o 3 r ygo a pre yw,c c.1.sco msom• you rc:spcct.cd people H·ho ncv<.•rlhdc."'i.( 

-nomy hll->.,. .-wful mc,s. Whyi' Be-- nin ~.-hlch has 3Jre.1dy pla3ucd you d1SiJgrccd wrth you on wit.it turns out 
cause he's locked into hh own logic, the throughout the the St!meslcr! The place now to have been a very minor tactical 
logic of an elite politician, who depends isn't exactly designed for camping out. It point, then it would have been very easy 
on campaign funds and bond sales lo fcltlikethatunti1youtriedtogettosleep. tosignme,foronc,.ontoallsortsofactivi· 
keep his career afloat, and because he's I remember with special fondness a ties. The occupation of the building I can 
afraid of what might happen to his elec• bullshit conversation we had while say now I would not have participated in, 
toral fortune if these corporations and guarding the door at 1:00in the morning. but many other things I would have been 
banks divest out of the local economy about the class politics of Hamid. I willing to do. But you were unable to 

ralh~!1:::.:ia 1:,:i~,!!J:~::-will :i:t:~~pal~O:;y~~~mfuurun·ty•n
5
d
1
_"~n

1
sewasof bnh·ngyourscltv~ ~takescr riously~nyohnc 

....... w o was no m ldVOr o occupymg t c 
hisfricndsinthcStatcAssembly. The last in the dorms at ol' Penn State! But then I building, a gesture which J repeat seems 
time he tried something like this, in 1989, tried sleeping. This attempt continued to be, in the grand scheme of things, of no 
we had to occupy buildings to call atten• until 7 A.M., and was successful until 8 import. On the contrary your behavior 

!~~i~:.o~; palirgoshlu. llAsofalrhoso ulmlobor,·1t,.~~ aotn- A.M. (my roomie's alarm woke me). t felt towards us ranged from condescension to 
£-UU screwed, bluOO and tattooed,. but then I o tri ht b l • · 

among undergraduates and graduatcstu• went to staff the telephones. That was a bi~ Jnc1~~in~ m:r i;0:cr 0h;:;!;:~~ 
dents we achicvccl, we pulled 20,CXX> stu• bit more fun, I learned how to use a front of us that day 50 many people from 

:::~:~
0
a:e 0 ::::·tha~~;:e:::idt!:: ~;:~:h=~)~and I'm not even a member other universiti~ and also high school 

no tuition hikes (but he went through The second to last day we had our ~=~:•li;~ ;r:~~c~~~fi~::~ 

with ~1: :~~e:t~~~~~alc Center, unlike rally downtown. We only got 5CXXl shl• of those of us who opposed the occupa• 
many of the other campuses, used the dents-perhapsbccau.setheundergradu• tion. Weasgraduatcstudcntsknowvcry 
week we occupied lo mobilize students. ates didn't hold daily public meetings the well what a disaster these.cuts represent: 

way we did. Instead, some of them put the undergraduates arc potentially out of 

:: ;~~,~~:~~ ;:c\~~u~~~J 0;;::d~~ ~~~!r.n~~~l~~~~~a;:1~ fc an education, but WI'.! arc potentially out 

occupation, and up until the last day, we campus without a security clearance. By 
got overwhelming support. We were the way, where were you guys-the ones 
democratic, because we knew that it's whowercagainstouroccuparionatthosc 

DINING COMMONS 

REPORTS Loss 

public meetings?! I recall you talking 
about other ways of going about putting 
pressure on the governor-why didn't 
you use them? 

The Grad Center Occupation was a 
model for the others, and the first firing 
shot in a long e.1mpaign. The economy 
isn't going to get any better. Supply·side 
economics has been a disaster, and fotcats 
like Cuomo and his banking pals aren't 
about lo foot the bill for Kcynsian spcnd 4 

ing anymore, unless we start mobilizing. 
We're sorry we caused you this inconven• 
icncc. But we did consult with you demo­
cratically, we nccdOO to do it, and we on! y 
did it for a week. Please give us some 
und~rstanding . 

of an cducab.on and a job! Even 1£ we are 
rehired, etlher our classes wfU consist oi 
150studcnts, or the.re will be no srudenm 
left to t~ch.! This is all Most Obvious, OT 

115 wcsay in my trade: too true tobc prov• 
able. But of course th.e focal point of that 
whole mocbng and I understand sub5e-­
qucnt meeting,, was the occupation it.self, 
how much altenbon it wa.sattrading, and 
all this delivered (at least by those of you 
who managed tostayc.alm) with a sort of 
hypcracbvesmugnessand self•rightl'Ot.15-­
ness that angered quite a few people. 
Now I am not saying: you know, you 
folks are badly in nc,cd of some tutoring 
in public rcla.bons, I'm saymg: this l.S 

where I Uunk thmg, gota httle ugly. 
To an outsider, but especially lo 

someone on the rcce1ving cn<t the rage of 
the sclf•nghtcous l, one of the ugliest of 
all things. Th11 cannot be saJd enough 
times. Don't you reahze. ttatmuchof the 
brutality that is mmm1ued by people has 
its genesis right tb...--re? In people. who 
know they arc RICI-IT, and to hell W\lh 
-any single person, who mcam prcoscly 
ZERO. I am surpnsed that so many of 
you missed this pomt, lhls being one of 
the great themes of world literature, no? 
That you had l05t sight of this K'Cmcd to 
be more and more evident as hmc went 
on, so that at the end. when you left the 
building, you could have beeni en masse. 
any group of fanabcS. from the (35,Cll,tsoi 

the t 930s to the fascists of the Cu\tura.l 
Rcvolurion. 

'iou can't paa,b\)'. nabze 

I'll end by rt:countm;; J 

winch 1l/u5t,afcs th,!') very thms::,. m.1d, 
me m the following conb'..!Xr.: ~hllc ~ .. 
ing to enter the bu1Jdmg on Thur'io4Jj ~ 
struck up a convcrsahon with a woman 1r 

the English departmmt. •n avid <-ur­
porlcr of lhe occupation. We had a Cl'-1 

lizcd conversation dunng which I stair...: 
in the strongest terms my anger and di.. 
appointment with the fomimsls on th,• 
slTikc committee. After a while we wr-~• 

joined by another woman whom I rc,c,n: 
ni7.cd as one of the leaders of theocrup.t 
lion, and who, after hstcrung to me tn· 
about 20 seconds, turned lo the 11r,, 
woman and said, and I quote:: 1111,;, un~ 
to-one stuff is a bad idea.' Well to thi 
woman who perhaps J't'COgrltzes her r, 
mark I would bketosay: Remember rh, 
you area human being and that I am 1 ,, 

that without your humanity you are notr 
in~and that finally the "'ontHo-one ,;,tu1· 

as you call 1t, is aU th.ends. Is PRIMARY 

The price of the Graduate 
School occupation was much 
higher lhan mere Inconvenience for 
/acuity and students. College assls• 
tanls, who work for hourly wages, 
were paid only for a maximum of 
three houri per day. Allhough the 
custodial slatt and security person­
nel were paid, the employees of Iha 
Dining Commons and Bar lost al­
most $9,500 In wages. The Dining 
Commons also reported more lhan 
$32,000 In lost banquet, restaurant 
and bar receipts. 

Thomas Smith 
Political Science After lecturing the troupa on the futility of the occupation, Prof'e:S9or 

Bogdan Denitch hands ocr the megophone and exits stage righL 
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ON THE OCCUPATION 
........... 1 tha~ fin&lly, g,,no,ated organ· 
lad c,pposition ITOm olhors (hardly • 
-,onry) who want«! lo go to cl.uses. 
Mom,.,.., In 1nothor ~ lhe pn>leSl 
,... uid lo "'"'" little If any ,/feet on lho 
lopiltwe. 

altem.ttively, students .jhould constitute 
themselves as an orgn.nized pressure 
group, hire lhoir own lobbyists. perfo~ 
convincing research and publish then 
findings. ThoYs the American Way; that's 
the middle-dass way. 

llllthold"­_ .... bty ...,, __ 
•pmilim!WIII 

-the 
lgnond 

Tho aclminJstntion of sn=il col· 
loges locl< oul lnjunctions•1¢mt the"" 
cup)'ing at,,d.,nto; th• penally for don· 
ance1>conlmlpl otadans thot could load 
to dixJplinar)' ..:lion wflhln the coJJ,g-es 
and...., prison senlfflO!S. Acrorclm8: to 
thele. documents, the stu~ts wcre.V10-

l&ting lhe inr.griry of ''""' p.-opcrly• 
Othon warned that the o,xupi<rs """' 
alienating fallow students ond hurting 
the aus,. wred by lhe onlin! CUNY 
community, of restricting tuition in­
~and budgcl culS. 

The problem with these scenarios is 
that ClJNY students a,,, out of lhe loop of 
the political mains,,...m. Largely Afri• 
can-American ond Latino, certainly from 
working-dass families al or ~ear~ bot­
tom of income and OCCUf'illtional hierar­
chies, lhcir experience has bren pn:cisely 

(lf-"""""""""'lheoccupa­...... .-...mand nnelnne plau• 
... - for !Im ant,palhy. The 
n.. ..,_lllypaam•nddismunil.'d 
.. ..,._ al Ibo protest. At lho 
.............. wnedlh&tiblNJO' ..... --It-. minority 

Mo,t faculty hid out for lhodundon. 
This wu drfirutcly not the kind of action 
theycould support. bu~ m th<> ll1IW1. they 
did not speak out against it They just 
~t home to wait it out A smaJJ minor• 
ityof CUNY f.lculty wen,concemed, and 
oithor supported tho stud<nts or mod lo 
mediate bch..-ee.n them and the admini­
stration. For lhe majority, the occupa­
tions were comprehended as a break in 
thcirnormalroutinc.. 

Some invokod lhe "law" of property. 
0th~. perhaps the most significant 
group, oxplained that the •true• obja:t of 
protest was the Governor, not lhe CUNY 
adm\n\st.n.lion., and \N.\ the legitimate 
~o\ ac\\onwu\ooby\ng.lnd \e.~~ 
Writing, no\ ctV\\ d~\enc.e.. >-.tWT a\\, 

....,1, .. ,tna democracy w'-r.nrprcsonla• 
ti--. el«trd bv 11w RC'Oole. can be con­
fronted with~ not d,i,obc.,dl~ to 
lhelaw. 

l.mplldt in aJJ of these criticisms is 
th.it American democracy works-even 
for rhe excluded. Representative 
Institutions ..,.Jd respond to legitimate 
complaints, if only oxpreosed in lhe rh<>to­
ric ol reason. Presumably, one marshals 
arguments In letters and petitions. Or, 

WHOSE STRIKE? 

dowllh 
do Wilh 

llrlb~ 

u ... ..... ..._ ---­In -----~ ., .... _ .... laldfna 

highly politiazcd disciplines-tom open 
by clmge:s or racism, sexism and ethno­
centrum-that the separation or politics 
and aa.dem.ics .seems impossible. In this 
conta-t. some students have learned that 
whot lhoy lack In ,cholarship they can 
mw up through politics, h<>ncc this OC· 

cupation represents the best chance to 
pndice thc,rbtand o( politics, regardless 
of Its rclcva.ncc to the situation. 

College and ospedally graduate 
school ue volu.ntuy inshtutions. Those 
unhoppy ue hoe to leave. These protest• 
ert. bb aU others at the Gradua~ Center, 
h;m, chosen lo poslj>One their profes­
mon.l cueers. yrt they ilCt as if they have 
..ta.ndoned their professional careers, and 
ore lheequ,v.lent of striking labo""5. 

th• ,.,..,... of those that propel trndi· 
tional political action. When not harassed 
bycmployer5, police and landlords, they 
arc ignored. And .school has never been 
substantiaJJy different for most students. 
They have felt anger and indifference at 
aU gr.ide le:vels when they were unable or 
unwilling to conform to the rules. But 
m~t of us know that the banks and the 
political directorate arc, routinely, acting 
in their own interests, The proposition 
that government is genuinely and 
broadJy representative is hotly conl_estcd 
bymosl people of color and working class 
people. 

Nor does the racial and subcultural 
composition of legislaturesi and the lead­
ing officials of most public agencies, offer 
any comfort. Moreover, most teachers 
arc whltc. For many students, almost 
none of the public representations or au­
lhority is famUiar. On the contrary. Their 
~ttangcncss is ubiquitous. 

"{be. -p«lblcm for~tudcnls was lo gel 
theottenlion o/publicauthoriliC!Sand the 

con.11rttuondu of th• pal/Ucal maln­
stream-p;,rtirularJy the unions and poli­
ticians of color-for their plight. If some 
students believed the occupations would 
lead to direct responses by the Governor 
or the legislature to their protesti they 
were mistaken. Their real audience was 
the media andi in some respects, they 
failod to play it adroitly, although with• 
out the occupations it 1s doubtful that 

political demands of the university and 
the state. If they considered themselves 
professionals, they might be over­
whelmed by the demands of the scholar­
ship that Joy before them., and the daunt­
mg amount or personal sacrifice and hard 
work education dema.nds. But perhaps 
that is the very reason why they are pro­
testing. 

VolumeONumberO 

anyone would have p11id attontlon. 
Needless to say, by thcrrue.lvc,, closing 
the university would not restore the cuts 
or rescind the tuition increases. Bui the 
students kno\Y, bctlcr than their critics, 
that the famllinr chD.nnols o~ protest do 
not work very well and for those without 
money and power, not at all. !ntuitiv~ly, 
if not articulated in the rh0tonc of pohti­
cal science, they are also aware th.i.t there 
is a crisis of democracy-not only in East­
ern Europe, but in these United States, 
o.nd th.11 it Is getting wo~ not better. 
That's why the occupations were justified 
and why those who ro~c~ned the.~, 
most of whom o.resafclywtth1n the politi­
cal mainstream (which is only hall the 
population) live in a different world from 
tha;e who acted this Spring. 

One of the most important aspects of 
the cvent(s) is that on some campuses, 
notably the Graduate Center, some form 
of direct democracy was practiced. At 
open meetings for students and faculty, 
the decision was made., on a daily basis, to 
continue the occupation. And, when the 
students fina!Jy surrendered the campus 
to the authorities, it was only after engag· 
ing in a threc--way negotiation with the 
administration. (Tite third party was a 
small faculty "mediator"" group.) TI1is 
experience confirms that students were 
not engaged in some kind of adventure, 
but are seriously concerned, not only 
with the immediate issues of the budget 
crisis, but with the problem of taking con­
trol of their own education through 
shared decision-making. This preoccupa­
tion was manifested in some of the nego­
tiating demands that addressed curricu­
lum as well as economic and disciplinary 
issues. ln my view, the question of 
whether CUNY could become a leading 
innovator in pedagogy and curriculum 
wa&, perhaps, the. maior new feature of 
the protest, one lhat should rcmaia nt the 
lop of th-1 Hsi of dcb.r,re!' and discussion 
wHhin tho Graduate Center community. 
With a new president about to take office 
in September, a major renovation of the 
educational mission of the Graduate Cen­
ter should be possible. 

Stanley Aronowitz 
Professor 
Sociology 

The 3 Biggest Lies 
at the 

Graduate Center 
rm not a Racist, 
I'm not a Sexist, 

and I never, 
NEVERREAD 

...... 

lt ts lntm!Shng how~ prote!lers 
dunk of the:nuclve as "'5tudcnb, .. mhcr 
dtoaluturepror.s.l<ll\als. lt'sasifbycall• 
Ing thmltelves sbJdmls they can CXCU5C 

lhelmeiw, horn the unprofessional and 
anlHDlello<tual l>cbG lhey'v• chosen. 
But wane. these protesters have as­
sumal • ""'""1ecll<nl mentality, where 
dwr-themsoh,sasdientsoft~•ys­
lmn. rallwr than mdependmt •S"nts pur­
sulng prat,,Maw Cllll!<rS. UU-stu• 
dml pn,omc,s wee not ,o Iv rcmovod 
&am lho""""'5olpower, perhap, lhey 
wmld DD1 be making IUCh wuealislic 

Stanley Aronowitz 011'.. questio111 at the Teach-In 

vo1ume O Nu.;.!,.,'r 0 ETCETERAS 
I remember feeling a sense of elation 

when I fir,! heard •bout the occupation of 
rhe Graduate Center, and even said 
aJoud, -'Morcpowertothestudents." For 
the first two days, the occupation was an 
effective symbolic gesture of lhe occupl· 
ers' support for their undergraduate col­
Jeagucs al other CUNY campuses. How­
ever.as the days went by and the strikers 
appeared to bo wrappod up in their 
power to allow or to deny access to the 
building, ii became clear both that the 
OC(Upation was not heading loward any 
co.ncrctc solutions, and lhat the occupiers 
were unwilling to listen to any dissenting 
voices. ln fact, double standards 
abounded. Certain groups and individu­
als were alJowed to enter the building. 
ThePart•Timers United (l'TUJ,anorgani•· 
zation o( adjunct lecturers, was allowed 
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lo hold a meetins, although l'TU officials 
later reported that the occupiers insisted 
th.it the PTU endorse the occupation. The 
l'TU refused to comply with the occupi• 
crs' demand. The Organization for Gay, 
Lesbian and Bisexual Concerns (OGLBCJ 
was also permitted to hold a teach•in in 
the auditorium. The topic was the role of 
gays and lesbians in radical struggles. 

Rallies or "open forums" were held 
every afternoon,. where members of the 
Graduate Ccntercornmunity voiced their 
support for, or their opposition to, the 
occupation. At 5:30 every evening, the 
occupiers sponsored a vote in order to 
decide whether or not the occupation 
should continue. Unfortulliltcly, the ra.1-
~ies soon became platforms for the occu­
piers to air their self-righteousness and to 
dismiss dissenters as selfish and hypo­
critical, who were "not thinking of the 
good of all CUNY students." II was as­
sumed that people opposed to the occu­
pation were apathetic to CUNY's. disas-

fully stated that as a member of an upper­
mlddle--class family, she could afford the 
5500 tuition hike, but that she was fight-
ing for the rights o( the less privileged 
who cannot afford the increase. One oc­
cupier even confessed that he had op­
posed the oocupation at first, but decided 
to go along with the majonty opinion, 
thus bowing to peer pressure. 

trous fiscal crisis. This position was rcit­
eratcd in an editorial published in the 
May issue of The Graduate Student Ad· 
vacate: "Some graduate students may feel 
that their interests lie with the institution 
and not with other CUNY students, and 
that their careers are best secured this 
way." The Advocate's only news report 
about the occupation-entitled "'The 
Graduate School Strikes Backl"-focusod 
on the support for the action; opposition 

A Latina student mentioned the fact 
that the occupiers in the building were 
not all whit~and that many were "'people 
o( color." She went on to explain how 
skin color is not only a physical trait but 
also a state of mind. The Latina student 
spoke about "'people of color" as a face-­
less collectivityi without individual dif­
ferences. Does fhe fact that there. were. 
"people of color"' in the group of occupi­
ers legitimize their action? Or was the 
Latina stJdent's rhetoric merely phony 
and manipulative? Although theoccupa­
tion seemed to demonstrate that it is pos~ 
sible for people of different sex-uaUties_, 
genders and races to work together to­
ward a common goaL the occupier was 
obviously not spea.king for all "people of 
color ... A nursing student at Borough of 
Manhattan Community College, who ol,. 

jected to the occupation of BMCC,. 
pointed to the color of her skin and told 
reporters thatas a black woman it is only 
through education that she will succeed 

voices were mentioned only in passing: 
,. An open micro_phone was provided for 
people to express their opinion of the ac­
tion,. whether in support or opposjtion." 
The article failed to mention that the oc­
cupiers monopolized the microphone to 
such an extent that whenlt came time to 
vote., the dissenters had left the rally in 
disgust Thus the "open forum" deterio­
rated into a monologue by the ocrupiers, 
who insisted that the occupation was 
"'moraUy'" justified. Trus demagogic alti­
tude and the false.sense of empowerment 
that it fostered among the occupiers alien­
a.ted many dissenters. 

Therhetoric for and against the occu­
pation was heated and emotional, some­
times absurd There were students who 
supported the occupation because they 
felt that it was the only effective way to 
pressure the administration to fight 
against the impending budget cuts and 
tuition hike. For those students, to give 
up the building was to abandon the pro­
test altogether. Another occupier argued 
about the na-d for some students to give 
up their rights now (cw the future good o( 
the: majority. Still aaolher occupier.....,. 

in this country. 
Since the end of the occupation more 

than two weeks-ago, a silent war has been 
waging between the students who occu-

f:.!:,...buildiogand tbmewbo~ 

a number of meetings to discuss protest 
strategy and their continuing negotia­
tions with the administration. Neverthe­
less, when flyers were posted last week 
aMouncing a forum fur dissenting vicwt. 
they were defaced, presumably by stu­
dent occupiers, who challenged dissent­
ers to propose their own ideas to fighl the 
budget cuts. Allhough tho occupi= 
have said that they want to put the occu­
pation behind them and to work with the 
entire student bodyi they have not yet 
lea mod that many students who opposed 
their action are still spitting fire. 

Jn retrospect.. it is easy to speculate 
on what should or should not bdve been 
done. Nonctheless.,..il [s vital that such a 
post-mortem take place,.if only to assuage 
lhe anger felt by those on both sides of the 
controversy. ltmaybcpurelyconjectuffll 
to wonder whether the occupiers, with• 
out ta.long over the building, coukf have 
persuaded the administration to partici­
pate in thebattJcaga.inst the_budget cutS. 
If the occupiers had organized rallies lo 
discuss ways to fight CUNY's problems 
before taking over the building, they 
might have a\chieved their ideal demo­
cratic process. And in doing so, they 
might have been able to build consensus 
among the Graduate Center rommuruty. 
If anything positive resulted from the 
occupation~ ii was the interchange be­
tween the administration and srudents,a.s 
well as the dialogue. howc.ver vitriolic, 
between the students themselves. 

The occupiers will have. to listen to 
the vie.ws of the dissenters 1n order to 
achieve the solidarity they so desperately 
sock. 
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DOCTORAL STUDENTS' COUNCIL ELECTIONS 

PROGRAM REPRESENTATIVES 

Anthropology 

Artmstory 

Biochemistry 
Biology 
Biomedical Science 

Bio psychology 
Business 

Chemistry 
Classics 
Comparative Literature 
Computer Science 
Criminal Justice 
Earth & Environmental Science 
Economics 
Engineering 
English 

French 
German 
History 
Liberal Studies 
Linguistics 

Mathematics 
Music 

Neuropsychology 
Philosophy 
Physics 

Political Science 

Clinical 
Psychology 

Developmental 
Educational 
Environmental 
Experimental 

Experimental Cognition 
Industrial & Organizational 
Learning Processes 
Social Personality 

Social Welfare 
Sociology 

Spanish 
Speech & Hearing 

Theater 

Alfredo Gonzalez 
Christine Kovic 
Virginia Rutledge 
Mignon Nixon 

Andrew Gibson 
Steven Spiegel 
Annette Cantarella 
Kathy McKay 
Cesar Maloles 
Steve Papamarcos 
Stephanie Habif 
Jim Mulkin 
Joan Parkin 
Tamer Avellar 

Michael Yomi 

Joanna Scharf 
Cheryl Fish 
Paul Salkind 
Jarrod Hayes 
Violet Healy 
Peggy McNamara 
TaraMcGann 
Sharon Meltzer 
Nick Papalostas 
Gordon Crandall 
Antonio Piza 
Luann Dragone 
Nan Min 
Ian Gardner 
HuaoQiang 
YanLi 
Jonathan Kranz 
Dan Evans 

Mara Silverman 
Ilene Green 
Elizabeth Kelly 
Rachel Riesenberg 
Eric Graig 
Michael Kushner 

Laura Gooier 

Mun Wong 

David Feldstein 
Manjula Giri 
Dana Fenton 
PatBelcon 
Dorys Schnabel 
Maria Mody 
Chris Mack 
Carol Pederson 

AT-LARGE REPRESENTATIVES 

Cathy Crissy 
Danny Choriki 
Vivian Gill 
Michael Glassman 
Robert Greer 
Juan Heredia 
Brian James 
Christine Kallinger 
Michael Lewis 
Ed Marx 
George McClintock III 
Megan McCormick 

Binita Mehta 
PatMoore 
TerryMyers 
Arlene Nichols 
Elizabeth Powers 
Karen Schlenker 
Peter Slomanson 
',I'amseela Tayyabkhan 
Vincent J. Tirelli 
Karl Wiederquist 
Carina Yervasi 

MEDIA BoARD 

Betsy Andrews 
Charles Menzes 
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