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Students vs. Budget Cuts 

In their book Communists Like Us, recently 
translated by Semiotext(e) and reviewed herein, Fe­
lix Guattari and Toni Negri argue that Western Euro­
pean and American societies now explicitly include 
social groups which they dub 'new subjectivities'. 
These 'new subjectivities', which have emerged 
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since '68, include "students and young people, the In i950 the CCNY alumni association warned that 
women's movement, the environmental and nature once tuition was imposed at City University, "it would 
first movements, the demand for cultural, racial and continue to rise as a result of political and economic pres­
sexual pluralism, and also the attempts to renovate sures to a point where all but the rich and well-born would 
the traditional conceptions of social struggle, begin- be priced out of the higher educational market" (Neumann 
ning with that of workers." Of course these are not lit- 1986:341). In 1991 CUNY faces a$92 million cut in state 
erally 'new' subjectivities, for history attests to their aid, an $18 million cut in City aid, a $700 tuition hike and 
disparate and often tragic struggles for identity, that substantial cuts in financial aid. A brief look at the eco­
is, subjectivity. What is 'new', Negri and Guattari nomic composition of the student body - at least 40% of 
argue, is their relationship to a larger majority. The the students come from families earning less than $16,000 
structural intent of the larger majority, whether capi- per year, 20 thousand receive public assistance, many are 
talist or socialist, is to draw 'marginal groups towards single parents - suggests how devastating these cuts will 
the center, and to "confer on individuals, communi- be. 
ties, and their reciprocal relations the character of Today's students have inherited aJegacy of declining 
universality.• However, "the universality with which economic support for City University I.hat began most 

· they were decked out didn't suit them in the least. clearly in 1976 wilh the imposition of ruition. Yet the 
mst,,ad:,pf:awe/1-tilt"ll"lg hat ft ls a mask. a cowl which smiggJe r~ · of"CUNY ,i,,J a.o · · · 

i..;i,:e1~- 0·nly disfigures the expression of their needs, their ·on i e • Ahd 'le ~"' 

· ~ ts and \neif desifes • II-\\ mafginali\ies must \itical. 
lf'I ef.eS '. \ n· n · 10 e\cn or nope\essly In a nation where higher education is largely regarded 
a"o\d unweraa s w 1c wou SC\U • , ·vile e to those who can pay its price, CUNY stood as 
compromise \heir independence, and mS\ea~ pla~: a P:• que\xamp\e of a free academy for 129 years. At its 
their stakes' upon themselves and \l;~eb1 e~f the ~n:e~tion journalists, legislators, and private interests 
the •potential bearer of the needs an ~sires ' continues on page 2 

. my· " continues on p.2 
largema10 . 

Closing Down?: 
Democracy, the GSUC, and the 

Open University 

Splinter: You called us because you wanted to express 
your concerns about the budget crisis, its effect on the 
Graduate Center, and what actions might be taken, 

Aronowitz: I've heard through several sources that one of 
the options, although by no means the only option, and that 
should be made very clear, is that instead of trimming the 
19 campuses uniformly they would coosider the possibil-
ity of shutting down some of the campuses. One of the 
scenarios is to phase out the Graduate Center, and that 
scenario is based on an assumption that !he Graduate Cen­
ter is a frill, I.hat however desirable, like music or an in 
elementary schools, does not fulfill !he fundamenlal mis-­
sion of the university. This mission should be lhe training. 
of people for lhe New York job ltlarlrel and making avail­
able lhe facilities of lhe Chy Univel'!liJ¥to Uw>)asgt=sl.~ 

Jenee in the way in which this whole thing is being treated 
now. It seems to me !hat we have to ask very seriously 
about lhe relationship of the Graduate Center and the non­
degree programs IO the fundamental mission of this uni­
versity, If the mission of I.his university is to offer bache­
lor's and presumably master's programs to serve the New 
York City economy and the most immediate needs of !he 
residents, it violates the profound point that established 
City College in 1847. The basic reason !hat City College 
established in that period, and by extension Brooklyn Col­
lege, and Queens College and anything beyond that, is 1!1at 
the university was to be a measure of the degree 10 which 
culture was to be democratically disseminated throughout 
the city, The opportunities that would be provided .by a 
university, which are not only vocational or profess1on'.'1 
but also cultural, would be broadly available to people ~n 
the City. As the city colleges developed in the 20th c .. m With the publication and translation of Commu~ists 

Like Us (Nouvelles Espaces du Liberte, 1985) Amen~an 
audiences now have the opportunity to engage a rad~cal 
and revolutionary alternative vision of what~ ~~mmunism 
of the future may resemble, both in its poss1b1hty and ne­
cessity. Guattari and Negri attempt ~o rebieve th~ produc­
tion of new subjectivities, redefining communism as a 
human renewal, in which people develop as they produ.ce, 
akin to what Marx describes in his Economic and ~hilo­
sophical Manuscripts (1848), privileging people m the 
workplace as valuable rather than functional, specifically 

in the service sector. 

the sterility of technocratic discourse, blackmail and also 

ineffective socialist practice. 
At a first reading, the language of the text ~ay see~ 

foreign to readers familiar with a M~ian-Hegehan ~d1-
tion of analysis. The call of the text 1s for new rev?luuon­
ary subjectivities, the social workers for Negn, those 
fonned by struggles for liberation in th~ 70'.s, an? the 
method employed is clearly an anti-Hege.han d1alecuc. 

The timely task in the United States is to demonstrate 
that the anti-Hegelianism in Europe that has developed 
since 1968 (Deleuze, Foucault, etc.) is perhaps a way out 
of the impasse facing the Marxian .tradition today. Both 
Guauari and Negri are persistent m theu rel~ntl~s and 
precise attack on the Hegelian dialectic bot~ m this text 

the midst of this enonnous immigration, one of the maJor 
attractions to the city was the fact that we had this univer­
sity serving a large number.of first gcnerati?n i'1:1migrants 
and immigrants themselves. It was a tcrnbly important 
part of the integration of the immigrant population into the 
city. Now, when the Graduate Center was established in 
1965 it was in the context of fulfilling this sort of goal, not 
just ~f assimilating immigrants but providing the city 
population with high quality professio~al and cultural pro­
grams that would be commensurate with democrauc pur-

This text is based on a dialogue in 1983-4 between 
Guauari and Negri who was in prison at the ti~e i~ Ro~e. 
The dialogue culminated in this English publication with 
postscript by Negri in 1990. The most 

continues on p. 3 

poses. Therefore, people who would never, n~ver, n.ever 
go to graduate school had it not been for the City Univer­
sity of New York Graduate Center can now attend .. 

You cannot say that the democrauc pur­
pose of this university has been fulfilled 
unless we have a way of consistently re­
cruiting people of color and women into 

obvious pretext is that alongside European 
"death of politics" and American "end of 
ideology" theses, technocratic power and 
state power merge. At the same time, the 
social isl movements are suffering from bad 
faith, This, according to the authors, ~as 
resulted in "an infinite array of reacu?n 
fonnations and paradoxical symptoms, in­

hibitions, evasions of all sorts, sabotag~ as 
well the transfonnation of refusal mto 
ha~d" (37). This text is intended as a 
project to rescue communism both from 
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the graduate programs. They could be­
come the teachers of the new populations 
that are coming into the City University. 
This is controversial, and we have a contro­
versy about it because we, the academic 
world have a rule: you don't hire people to 
teach in the university that granted them 
the degree. That cannot apply at CUNY. It 

continues on p. 5 
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capamKJfl did not come clote IO mccung 
lhc dc11UU1ds of Ille cuuen, of New Yortc. 

la tho '.SOS, three community college, 
_... 1111111111 "- ~y would be ...,,. C<lablllhcd; S111a1 bland (1956), 
.._... ID dlo Cd)' liaonccs, injunous., Drona (1957), andQuccmborough (1958). 
....,_oflcamJnslhady es&ablishal. By 1961 however, lhclic collqc, mgc1llcr 
dlolnlillal.....,ofllnle-1dJITt:1a11 only served J!I, of lhe cuy'o high ochool 
._.aadreli)liaul.....,andalmoause- Jllldwues (Wechsler 1977:263). In 1950, 
a ,_ all purrx- of good" (Marshak Cuy, Hunu:r, Brooklyn, And Queens Col-
1913:6), De,pi1e mcb nJdkrous ol>,cc- logos instJlulCd a uniform proc:cdun: for 
IDII, Ille public YIIIOd by I 6 ID I fflljOrtly pnx:es!!lng applocaJions JIJ1d conunucd ID 
la r- of lbc rua ,..., marucipal msuw- ,.,.. the en111111Ce rcquucmeni,; by 1959 it 
i.. of ....,... educauan In lhe Unum was "" •• 85% for all four colleges 
~ wllae lbc "cblldren of die nth and (Women's City Club 1975:J.5). Between 
pam lcmld) WIii dllir Kall ,ogahc,- and 1950 and 1962 the munic,p:,I college sys­
lrallwof aodiaincliam .. etlllloflndus- 1a11 aa a whole e>pcncnc:<d little growlh 
IIJ.p,dcaadacl 11111 iatellocl" (NY r uncs cornparahle IO ckmund. At lhc 4-ycar scn-
1971:36). ,or college,, ww annual admissions in­

"- alillc,a, --- dld not mcau cnu:dfrom IOJ37IO IJ,945,n 12years, 
l'Modoallan lill'all CUNY bm novc,- whllelhenumbc:rofbaclu:lorsdcgrcccan­
lllla C- la - ID !be dcmJ1J1d for dldau:.s dccn:ased from 8859 ID 8563 

frompage1 ■ 
Editorial 

In tho recent peace movement we u&, budge! proposals which ofloct,voly 
have already soon Jho coale&eonce of gul tho quality of our oducailon, and 
Jho k,nd of co11oc1rvo pohllca doscribed ,1andardlzalion 1os1s which resloro, do 
by Guallari and Negn. Al 1oaS1 Jn New facto, the racist and olhorwiso dl-.crlml 
Yorl<CttydrvorsogroupssuchasACT- nalory enlfance roqulromoms which 
UP, the Alrlc:an Amorocan Coalttlon, ourmlnorily and progressive prcdoces­
Studems Against War, Transporta11on sors lllorarlty foughi to d,smanlle In 

._.....,_ Its fundJn1-'110 (Wechsler 1977:262). 
•...-iiardadoa mOlldWl!lnipolul- Wlwsccmswhavebc:ena11Jterootof 
a1-,i........., soppan. the inlCl"CSts of Ibis penod of relative smgnauon at CUNY 
'lllillll. tie .-II at lbe economy. lhe was the Ci1y's wavering comm.iunent to 

..,..ofdlepivacanlw:nuylobby,lhe lhc municipal college sysu:m. Af1er lhe 

... al'dlo- of the public. Cuy received partial ,we sid for Ille cn:3· 
lallle_..,740y,anprocccdlnglllc: tion of lhe communi1y colleges, officials 

-,. ,__. ldmiaiam, one a,:s bod, sough1 !he same level of Slate support for 
dll pb,-:al ...,..m of !be wuvcrsi1y a, lhef11>11woycanoflhefourycarcollegcs. 
..Uutieimpmilionandgn,dualtighu:n- Since NY Swecrcated lhc SUNY sys1cm 
iDJofadmilli111111andardl. Between 1926 in 1948, lhcrc wa, a growing pcn:cption 

Memafives, New Jewish Agenda. Mill• 1970 Within lho noxl monlh h 1s very 
tary Family Support Nolworl<, SANE• likely lhal Jhe CUNY adminslralion 1n 
Froeze. Pales11ne Solldarily Commit- conjunction wllh iho municipal and 
Jee, and many more. somelimes sepa- slala govemmonls will use lhe courts 
ralely and somollmos collectively op- and lhon the various security forcos to 
posed lhe U.S.-led war againsl Iraq. 'legally' and violonily suppress Iha 61u­
lndecd, lhese 'new subjeclivilles' round denls defense of one Jhe mosl cruclel 
a way to worl< collectrvely w1lhoul com- dcmocrallc gains ol lho lasl 20 years 
promising their respective cause 10 a We urge all of our readers, whether 
universal. ACT-UP, for example, al- sludont, Slaff, lacully, or non-CUNY 
ways lold us. "Health Care Nol War- clllzens, lo support us - to oppose all 
faro·, while Transportation Aliemailves lullion Increases, budge! culs, and en­
urged, "Bikes Nol Bombs". And here al !ranee requlremenls, and 1nslead call 
lhe Graduate School our spllnlor of for tax increases lor corporalions, 
SIUdenls Against the War consoslenlly which musl include Columbia Univer­
slressed lhe disastrous economic Im- sily and NYU, as well as the weallhiesl 
pact or lhe war on public education as 5% ol our slale. Democracy enlalls 
well as ~s lmpllcaiions for a democratic more than an alrophled voting process, 
inst1rution such as our own. cannot be enforced by our military 

At press lime CUNY sludents are abroad or our police al home, and Is 
'placing lheir stakes' on lhemselves only realized In ins1ilu1ions such as 
and have begun to occupy buildings on CUNY SI 
the various campuses in opposttion to 
1uilion hikes which will make public 
cducalion too expensive for many of 

·•Andrew Long, Michael Waldron 

..i 1961, lill' cunple. the enroUmen1 m lhll1 highereducauon wasas1a1e,no1 a ci1y '----------------------­
• anmlcqa1 college sysacm grew from rcsp,>nsibiJity. Cjty officials began LO in- loudcrcallsfon.hcadminisuutivcrcorgani- mitmcnt LO and/or capability or me.cling 
43JIDD 111 93,000, while !he population of u:nsify lobbymg effons ID p,cssurc Albany 7..llllon of lho sysu:m. The Alumni Associa- New Yorkers' demand for higher educa­
NYC pew only Crom 6,276,000 to to commit~ sameam~nt of rcsourtCS to uon stc_ppcd forward once again, staunchly Lion was a problem lhat intensified by the 
7,111.000. Al lhis nlC, lhccoUcgc growth CUNY as u. wascomm1ung to upsmlC col- defending lhc local auoonomy of the mu- '60s. With the number of high sclmol 
~ 'lbB City by ~ !_Neumann \c.yp! {Neumann \9Mt:l'l6). As l( to nicipal college system, ,tressing \hat Sl3lC graduolCs who would apply to college 3 

110). 1n ~ lD ~ demand, a dramaw.c: Lhe sit.ualion. m the Wimer of ald 10 education did 001 ~iuuc Sllltc vcritab1o "tidal wave" lhcro wu a growJns 
..,optlMl/l la lffll.9, Ibo CJ'ly ~ S1' or CUNY conuol (Neumann 1986:341). By 1961 a disliction made t,c1wocn "free hiHher cdu• 

....,,., 11111" IO opal • m ope,mlng budgel (Neumann J986:l37). rcsoluUon was reached that vaHdal.Cd the cation for lhe able,'; and "free higher cdu• 
~ ad1ool in 1930. A WiJh the imposition of ruition imminent. autonomy or lhe lhe city system, and re,. cation for all" (Neumann 1986:348). But 
Jlma llllndt of Hanter weal under con~ the Alumni As.sociation forcefully lobbied named it the City University of New York. Lhe notion that there were students more 
....., ID 1929, and a new college In [or the passage of state aid bill! that would Yet lhc same day that Ibis biU was passed, capable of bencfiuing from higher educa­
~ opened in 1937 (Wechsler compensall: for the Ci1y's diminished sup- anolher unrclall:d biU was passed in lhe tion than olhers, and thal Ibis abili1y would 
1'77:261). Al !he 11111C lime, ii became pon(Neumann 1986:338). Siau: LcgislaUJrc lha1 repealed lhc 1uition- be renecll:d in high school grades, was an 
.... dillicul1 ID pin entry into the univcr• The context in which Lbe City began to fn:e mandate of the municipal colleges, and idro clearly at odds with lhc mandate of a 
lil:J,tlplldllly illlD whit were 10 become pull away from its support for free higher substituted a lWtion policy lhat would be at public university. It became increasingly 
...... die ICllkJr" colleges. Until 1924 c:ducauon appears significant On one the discretion of the Board of Higher Edu• apparent, moreover, Lha1 there were.serious 
.tlie aly llqlliRllll:III far admiuion were hand, lhc '40, and '50, wc:re times of un- Clllion (Neumann 1986:346). Though Siu- discrcpcncics belwecn lhe elhnic composi­
Jn'C....., andabi1luchool cbploma. pn:ccdcnll:d growth for higher education, dent fees had constiwll:d a subsiantial part tionoflheci1yand lha1of1hcunivcrsi1y. In 
111 lffl,lbc - ,- 1h11 !he US pmed and lhc level of n:sourco required for ca- of CUNY's budge, since Ille Depression, lhc lau: 60's, African-American and Puerto 
-~ Raaiction Act. cnlnnee pans1on were significanL On the other and part•timcrs, who were perhaps the least Rican.students led the fight for open admis• 
...-.-,,lnlrod,ad11theC11y hand,lhe'40.and'50sbrougl11onadcmo- aflluen~paid forlheircla,scs,thercnow sions a1 CUNY. In an era or African­
(Wlap, ii !her- of a spccifocd high graphic revolution m New York. Fedo-al wa, lhe pos,ibili1y of UJitlon being im- Amcncan slfllgglc for civil righlS, C(jUai 
llllDal --,e. 1be CUlllff 11w year of highway policy conlribull:d ID a whiu: posed on a whole new scale. opportunity and social justice, swdenlS of 
1'aamadcd60 paamof the applicani, middleclasuhifl from lho urban tcnltrS ID Open Admissions color called for lhe while c11adcl perched 
'11'-'• 0IJ Cab 1975:15; Horowitz suburbs where Ibey could buy lhcir r,rs1 The Cily University of New York's com- on a hilllOp in Harlem IO open ilS doors IO 
)!IIJ:5). By 1963 Brooklyn College bad homes (Marshak 1982:4). lncrcasmgly, 
_......,, IChaol ._ required for African Amcncnns and Pucno RiCIJls m,­
~ II 171' (Women'• Ci1y Qub p,,ted ,mo lhe oily replacing lhe whiles. 
P15): 11ao inclasinclr eulusivc So whole NYC's population remained con­
..... ....,._,, qwle clearly II Slant during the •so, approumau:Jy one 
~iilll•ca11op·1onpwmandalt10 million Afncan Americans and Pucno Ro-
~ a 6ec adal:ldaa Ill all of the cans replaced lho same number of Euro­

,.. r.r del:adea prior ID 1969 Amencans who left lhc c11y (Wechsler 
..,.... palllical and a:o- 19TT:264). Thuu1thcsamctlmclhlll"lllc: 

...,..,...._CUNYcndcavorlhll children of lhc people" were changing 
~lllladliDlawbolOUght color.Lbecitywewilhdrnwingitscomm1L• 

edlalioa. mentLOcdPCatcthcm. W1lhimmig.ra.uona1 
W• 0. 11111 US eai-1- 1 lloadlldc and financial support for the 

• ~ dllDp CII a uniw:nity Wllvcring, 1dnussion• rcquirc-
11 llaof •.._.., IDCIIII _,, niJed for lhe 4-ycar colleges 

1'a pllWIII from 781' m 85-87% (Granger 1965:3). 
alalllm.....,. Albany llq1ped in io nu lhe gap 1er1by 
--•lilwlalle- Ibo Cily'1 mrai from higher educa!lon, 
... _ • ..,... 11111!herewae1lsnifican11mpllcauon1 of 

~•llfWIIII IIID llhifl Ill SIU 111ppon. There had long 
Cliia9, boa• 1111111k in New Yort between lhe 
.,_. a, ..S lllo S- far 00111rol over lhc 

II~ .. mralcipll collllp. JY11C111 and wllh in­-•CURY. -S lwe irmll .. men1, lho-e ,1erc 
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■ Jii48Hi•i;• ■ 
· ·: An Interview with Toni Negri ... a collective mobilization for freedom thatwi/1 inau­

gurate an entirely differentway of working together ... 
Alice Jardine and Brian Massuml 
Translated by Brian Masswnl. 
Recorded July 24, 1986 

Communists Like Us 
from page 1 

!Editor's note: thI, lnlerview origin:dfy apf>'ilrtd in tht journal 
C•pJr/g/1/(JII, 1987), We thank Orlan Mu;.,umi for hiJ ptrmi«ion to 
reprint tJ,e lntrrview ln};pllnlerl I 

Alice Jardine: Reading Ntw Spac,s of LJb­
trlJ fal,o known a, Commwolsrs Like Us J 
IJ wh,u gave u11he Idea of !al king Ylilh you. 
... Why'/ Because I.here Is a kind of di!Ori• 
cntation, even dC!pairorcyniclJm, among 
radical lhinkers !Oday, especially In lhe 
Uniu:d St.ate.s. You nnd Ouauari admit I.hat 
we arc surrounded by dcspajr, s.adne,s, 
boredom, monoiony. To make matters 
worse, the despair is individualized, and 
lsobles people from one another. Even in 
your own IOJtlS there arc things I find terri• 
bly dcprcs,ing. E!pecially in your book 
wilh Guauru-i, in which you cxplafo lhat 
under whaL Guauari calb Worldwide fnlC• 
gr:,IJ:d Capilalism we arc all subjugall:d 
because power i3 no longer locali1..able. J 
find lhat attitude central to lhe pessimism 
surrounding us. But lhe reason we arc here 
is I.hat in spite or all of lhat, we found opti• 
mism in New Spaces of Uberty. In fact. I 
have never read anything or yours in which 
that optimism doesn't appear, at the begin­
ning, at the end, or lhroughouL This i.s true 
even of your intcrviews. For example, in 
an interview in Liberation even lhe idea 
that lhc rcvoluUon tw already come U op­
tlmistic: the revolution has been 
bY.• q,; 

ml.Im of Ille will. Along wllh It come, an and elscwho-c (,4n1I-OtdlpM1, Mar., Bt· way of woruna IOFihcr and ·• IIJ1J>llar 
ariJIOCratlc a1t11ude and a definition of !he yond Marx). Al is well known, the He- cxpr.....,,, lill' lhc camhrned prod«U.,,7 
lnu:llecuml a., one who Is capable or volun, geloan dlaJecuc Is a progrcs,fvc movemcn1: ot lnd1v1dua/J and aroup,empllz,caDy n111 
•"lfiatically pointing lhe way,asaNi.elZSCh• lhll1 ii IO ,ay, h p,...,-,,c,,Juppn:s,es and rcdacoble weach Olhcr"(17). 
can ln1ellec1Ual capable or breaking lifi, IO a higher plane of synlhelu lha1 In the 11.1.th and 1ao,. dialope of !he 
throughbyforccofwlll-awillthatisOOl w:hichilncgatcr.wag.clabormthuczuc. It &a.I., -rbink. and L,..-c. m Anothc.r w.,, .. 
organized :i.1 an ontological ralionalhy or a 1.s from lhc standpoint of capital .utd that of Ouaua.n and Ncgn offer a fivt--p01.m potiu~ 
rationality weighed down by reality. lhe capitalifl Stale whidl aw:mpll lO con- cal program tnlroduc111g 1 ..., ocna of 

Pelix's and my optlmi,m ii on opposl- lain and manipuiall: any kind of working dcr,muve penpccu"" .,hJdl unply !he 
tJon to all of lhaL Before defining lhc con- cl.au antagoni.sm in which Guauan and requitemcnt1 o( JlUJentC. couraac. and m· 
lent of that optimism of rCMOn, ft i.s ncccs--Negn make I.heir intervention. They sub. tclligcnce, they JtC a crysta117,aooo of oew 
sary to say thal thcreiaaomcthing in indi• stitutctheconcep1.ofan&agonwnforrha1or orp.DD.atJons UJ wh..ch lbc: o"1 sJopm. 
vlduai,' lives- rcspec1, aharing ideas, lhe conuadicuon and dcscribc Ille doalecuc as 111<h as "kl a lhouJand nm.en bloom" are 
ponibility of contact., the po.ssiibility or relationaJ rather lhan ronuadic10ry, silu• llllMroonedintoananaJyuc:k.qf.arpasp­
building something together - lhat in alCd in I.he rel.at.ions of productJon and not ing the fOCiaJ chatacu:nsta and dUJICD. 
philosophkal terms is a constitutive rorcc. in the rorca or production.. AILhoug.h I.he 1.1ans of producuvc labor and are rc::com­
Thls constitutive force precedes every w0fkingclass1Swilhinandbyneces.sil.y~ posed 1010 a tumcmvc and tnl1D'VJ!J-re. 

moment or profound illumination of rcaJ. lated toc.apital, his ncv- prclt'nr;c. The: five 
ity. Thati.slhcoptimismofrca.son. hisan crthelen an autono• r----------, &a-. md.ude (1) Ult 
optimism I.hat pcnains lO Lhc oonstructlon mous e-.xpreu1on ••• people in the movcmcnl't radial 
of subjectivity as such - a, opposed lO a against capuaJ. From k 1 JCpat'lllOfl fl"OIII Lhc 
pessimism of lhe will, in 01hcr wo,d, a lhc perspecuve of lhe WOr p ace as Sweand....idolllac 
pessimism wilh rcspecl 10 ac1ion. Cle:uiy, working claM, lherc i, valuable rather Cap1laliwc s.....-.; (Z) 
on Lhc level of aclion we have suffen:d no synthesis in its rcb- lhc urpnr:y of~ 
many, many defcai.,. We have lived uon,hip lo capllal, but than functional.- tarlah&ia& .,.-.. 
through a icrrib1y dimcult hi110tical sllu- on lhc contrary purely 
Illian in which defcaatmbcen hcapedupoa ..,..,___ 1'<11-
dcl'CIL Tlml-l>o~ 

orn: (10n nl owing L oin Tntrin c y n 
·m1.hcimmenscclhicaJprojcc10rpcacc." crcnlc., a rel!ulon, u meet.mg or mlrid_,, i1 workingcl:u<I"unwgon,,un ;ru. is an optimi.sm J share 111 a certain possibih1y of communicotion, of construe- Dy rcµung the more pious and com- pcxc movement J.3 the b(•~mnmJl •nd 7' 

level. Could you explain in more dci.ail 1ion, of the consti1u1Jon of something new. promum~ Hc_scJ-/lk.c sy111..IJC$U. Guat4m :i,lhc. revolutJo;z prog~ ($} 
1

• 

where I.his optimism comc.3 from and As for t.hc contcnl. the optimism of reason and Negn cnvwge a new group of revolu• Y ~,c:w; ~ e o,pif d.ul " 

where il leads, given lhe present state or means that cvc:ry1hing we did in alJ OUJ dtioalnary' subh~tivitJCJ U::,ly~=:::~ cbll:dA ~;, and•~= ~n a·,,.'!;:.: 
7 I · 1 1 · tcrested in I.he years or sLrugglc- more lhan lhaL· every• 1 ccuc w o may ac , 

~in~ . ~ parucu ar J ,n . ·sm of the thing lhat has characterized the t~cnticlh tranJform work il$Clf. giving UJ a new vcm have anoapa&ed the funhcra.&cns-on 
1i°,?1ism o reason.an pcss1m1 ccnlUry-is irreversible. This irreversibil• revolutionary class composition. Two oflntcgrotcd WolldCap1Ullmn ra&o ...,tw.c., 

w1 . ·1 is absolutely fundamental. What wa., lines or alliance are delineated m Lhis new now called the New World Order. In the 

Toni Negri: "Optimism of reason, pcssi- ~c twenticl.h century? h's almost over! political program, molar antagonisms_ as time of a gcncrahzcd rcehng of belpk:sJ. 
mism or the will" is directed polemically I studied lhe nineteenth century cxtcn• group struggles in lhc workpl3Ce agamst ncs., ~ ~r followmg lhe ap,c.h.soc. 
against the traditional position of the Com- sively. People would say I.hat, dcpcnc.ling CJtploit.ation. and molecular Pf0Jtfcr:1"°ns Sl31CS mi hwy d.15play of ILS 1aat ad­
munists of the Third Jntcmalional: "pessi- on Lhc point of view, the ninctecnlh century as isolated instanCCS or SU'Ugg~ w,~m col- v~ weapons and bombing CIJJilC-IU~ 
mism of ,cason, optimism or lhe will." eiLhcrcndcdtcnyearsbcfore 1900orfour- lccovitic!, transfomung n:.lauonstup, be· lh1.S_LCXLtl5ClfbccomcsamoJccubrproh{ 
What docs lhat mean? It means that from teen years after. Ten years before: 1890, tween individuals and colk:cuviocs. crauon, at once rer~mg sod hopcfuJ • 
lhe point of view or relations or force real- about when I.he Socialist Pany wa., being What docs lh1s new subjccuve con• utopic m scope, providmg new &ools (or 

ity cannot be changed, lhat one cannot al- organized in Europe. Or fourteen ycan sc1ousncss engendered by the collective analytic: ~h, provobng new dcsu:cs 
tack il, bul lhai one can com mil oneself to a after. the outbreak or World War I. You work cxpcncncc mean? Labor has ~ for sub,ecuvity-m-proccss. 1bc mo5t re 
cause in a Lotally voluntaristic way. The rcallyean look a1 it that way, even from the de-u:rriaorializ.cd, and the global blackmail markable aJPCCl or the ~woguc ~ 
optimism of lhe will is will•power e~cr• viewpoint or cultural hislOry, of a Kul~ lhat Integrated World Capital tw: induced these two Lhtnk.co IJ their ion.al opummn 
cised against the dictauc.sof reason. I have turgeschichtt or the nincLCCnth century. ~akcs. il vin~ly impossible ~or ~I«: to and thc1r rclcnllw crusquc or ln&c~ 
always considered this position blind,my.s• Now, my impression is truu, from Lhe point hvc without being lhrcaLcned ~~ thin.king W?'ld Dpnahsm and I.he sub)CCUDl'I~ 1111' 

tical, and unreasonable in the worst way. of view of exploited peoples, at least two I.hat lhcrc i.s no future or poss1b1UtlCJ or a vc,llance and servitude ll pmmolCS. 011c 
Inherent in this conception is the idea that major phenomena have charac:tcriz.cd I.he future libcraUon for aJtcmative modes or can only be reminded of tbc wonls ol 
if reality can be changed at all It is only by a twentieth century: the October Revolution cxprcss1on,cxpcriencclllld pncucc. Wor_k Marx, ~ ~lulJDO 15 dead. t...m,g hve 
small minority, by an entirely singlular in 1917, and the great process of dccoloni• and life are no longer scpar.uc. ln a pocuc t.hercvolu~ 
will. ( have seen lhis pessimism or reason zation of lhe postwar years. From Lhecapi- nourish, Negri ~d 0~1tan call for l?vc 
and optimism orlhe will in action in terror• t.alist point or view, it ha1 been character- and reason, rc-311.lculaung lheeommurusm 
ism. All of I.he tcrrorisl1 J have known izcd by Lhe construction or a world market, or the fuwrc a, ooth.1~g olhcr than a call to 
were people who lhough1 that nothing and Lhe nuclear ovcrdcLcnnination or that life. a collcctivc mob1hz.ru..lon for freedom 
could be done. They weredcspcralC. They marltcL This places u.s in a conlfadictory lh:it will Inaugurate an entirely different 

Michael G. Pduu ii an UUlTll(.10, and (J,j.­

ror III Philosophy aJ Lo"I liland UJU>U• 
sir,. lit is currtntly .,.TUUIJ a book. on 
Nle.iuck and Sp1110UL 

lhoughl that only an individual act that situation. We can say that Lhc new rcla- ____________________ _ 

broke lhrough lhe crun or 1eality could ilonsofforcclha11hc1wcn1iclhccn1uryhas 
have a positive Impact. I would say, fur- construeted arc indc.,tructlblc, and that the 
ther, that I.his pessimism or rwon and working ctw has irreversibly negated it• 
optimism of Lhe will is found to some ex- sclrby demanding wage rights, the righLof 
tent in all of the cutu.strophic, chllia.~Lic cur• reproduction, ond lhc right Ol wealth. Or, 
rcnLS of contemporary thought. This prac- we can poml to Lhc de,lrc for revolution, 
tico-matcrlo.l inertia orlhc real prc.,upposc.s the dC$lrc ror unnsformation, " profound 
the cxccpt.ionnl moment, 1he Dllu or ,c.1- urge to tmn.dormntion, a,: .something irrc­
son, the Jetzt of 1hc momcn1 or ru~turc. _I vc11iblc, People hn\lc changed. Bui the 
sec this a, an intcmnllnnlon orLcnrnslm: a change in thtsltunt.ion ofthecopilalista:to.tt 
thorough pcssimlJm of rca.5011 nnd nn opd- ls equally irreversible. It 1s undcniilblc lhnl 

the capitnllsa .state 1.s o\lcrdctcnnining, m 
lhc sense tha1 iu power ha, reached mCLa· 
physical proponioni: It has lhe power ID 
dcs1.10y the world. The universe. Foe the 
rim lime in hiJIOry human beign, have lhe 
obility IO do 1h31, by means of nuclear 
power, Nol only nuclear power, but also 
biologlc:111 engineering and any number or 
olhcr lhlng, under dcvclopmcnl. Nuclr:or 
power 1J lha1 power 11111 heigh!. So, ii Is 

iruelhat lho9e m power h»c 1h cnormou 
IOOI of dcruuclion. But o< IJ WO true thal 
!he un,fiauon of the ,.uld mart,:1 means 
lhll1 .,ha, wu once the elm aruulc 11 
now an lntcg:rauon of lfllgglcs that rca:ta 
nJhl 1n10 the cuadcl of corow, !he heaJ. 
qu:incn or comand. 1h11 the cnm In !he 
Ar)cnune sod Brazilian ea,nom1cs lllll<II 
11 lhe hc:>rt of capital ThiJ conll'ldoctlon It 

co11tuou.d 01t paft 8 



die COlltlDIIIDI)'. The all for open admis­
llilllll .. a chaJJen&c IO lbe univm:1ly II) 
1M.., 10 as IJlalldae or ,omce and 10 n:-• ils--!he nature and 
-of public lnghr:r cdUCl1lOO. 

Lib<nls III New Yori< had loog do­
r..- tbeCily Umvm,ty's policy of r ... 
milim and supponcd tbe. insutunan as an 
-- mcms of "dcmoc:r.uwng" soci­
ety. WID then: Wffl! mcmpts 10 impose 
lllllion in tho50's,dcfcndcaoftheunivcr• 
lily cried ow m the name of !he "cluldn:o 
of tbc Negro fanilacs DI Spanish-spco.k­
mg fauwcsfrom !be Canbbean" wbo were 
"dtspmldy cager for lb< door of opponu-
1111)' 10 be opened 10 !hem" (Neumann 
19116:l39). Yet by tho 1960's, u was clear 
Iba Cm:·bDbOD iD IDd of itscl! was not a --= ol froc-alucwon aod upw.ud 
mobiliq: 

ltiu grim fa<l lhal tbe 01y's •no UJi. 
..... arraa,eman docs not bring 
llipa- oducaaJ closer 10 people who •-fmm mauamme01 by rigid. 
llllfflllisic earmtcc ,cquin:mcnts- a 
- pollcy will be of [no] SUV· 
im wta, I ,n:IJ qualjlicd •pplicanl is 

- olI befiftbaod because his 
..., __ IS "only" 82 Ul· 
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CUNY college. Rmhcr thnn only high 
school overages, n combination of high 
school average and class mnk were used lO 

dcU!llllinccnu-anccinto lhc university. For 
c.Aamplc, o srudents wilh nn average of 80 
or bcuc.r. nnd/or ranking in the top h!\lf of 

Han'Dlli," and the "'alma mater of Nobel OCOO.S of students of color. that o school of their grnduating clo.ss, were guamnlced 
lawcatcS;" who were romantically Lied 10 81.x.k and Pucno Rican studies be cslDb- spots in a senior college (Lavin 1981:19). 
the nooon of CUNY as a place where turd hshcd: Lrult a separate oricnuu.ion program The following Fall, lhc university ndmiued 
working immigrants "were civiJ.ize.d" (sec for Blacknnd Puerto Ricnn students be es- :i (rcshmando.ssof35,000 Students, a 75% 
Manin M:lyer's arucle in ~ 7/ lablished: that-swdcnt:s be given a voice m increase over the previous ycru-(L.1\fin 
73). Underlying lhcsc argument.! about lhe administratioo of the SEEK program; 1981:19). The clhnic ba]ancc of the uni-
"maint:tlnfog standards" was a more th3l the cntmng doss rcOect the ratio of ,·ersity changed dramatically: by 1971, 
charged debate abotlt the ccntr::tliry of a Sl.3Cks and Puerto Ricans in the tolal cnrollmcntofstudentsofcolorroscto24% 
coUtge degree for upward mobility. school syslem; and that dnsscs in Spanish :u senior colleges and 36% in community 

The dcbalc. over open admmions a1 language. as well ns Black and Puerto Ri- colleges, among the highest rcprcscntD.Lion 
G1y Uruvcrsity stemmed Crom a concern can history ~ mandruory for education of students of color for any public univcr• 
that rapid growth and lowered S1aDdanls majors (Balwd 1973: 124). The 1nctics si1y in the counuy (Gon:lick 1980:28). 
would lead to a "che-3pencd .. dcgrce. And were more cureme: chaining the gates to Yet the depth of the commitment lO 

in a city when: all believed lhat a degree South Campus at City College; occupying the ma.W.,·c expansion of public higher 
from Brooklyn, City, Hunter. or Qucem lhc ofi-.Cc of the president and eITcctivcly education remained unclear. SLO.tc suppon 
College had bc«tof~ fllcili.wcd S'0Ci3J bringing about his resignation {tl,1arshak for open admissions came from a governor 
mobtlJly and provided .some economic se- 1982.:15). And there v.-e.re those who found who in his re-election campaign would 
cunl)', a "chc3p" dcgn:c rendered u too the demands lhrealening: look for the VOlCS of those who supported 
emy for newer radaJ and ethnic groups t0 the open admissions plan (Wechsler 
..make it .. It ll1so placed in jcop3rdy the A1 the prt:SCtU moment the Arncricnn 19TT:287). Al a time of heightened racial 
worthof .. hard-eame,rdegreesprerioosly cducationaJ establishment is being lcnsions in New York and in the nnl.ion, 
aquucd by members of oldcrcmnic.gn:a.ips subjected to massive and vicious at• opening I.be doors or the City University 
(Wechsler 19n:2:94). tacks that differ in kind as well as de• was a politically sound way of avoiding 

While there were Lbosc ••ho wanlCd t0 gree from any which have occured conflict Providing sufficient long-term 
maintrun their priviJcie, lhcrc were Olhen before. To those who are 3W'C3Sl or funding commensurate with lhc undenak-- ol' Ille reqw,ed 85-87. (Gr20gcr 

llJ65:I) who looked ba:k to Lhe m.i:sston of lbecol- the dcvelopmenlS, lhc clear and evi- ing was another issue. From the beginning, 
lcgc and demanded that it mea thced.UCl· dent intent is not a changed but im- there was considerable resistance from ccr• 

Marm¥er. u was dear Lbal lhc group 1.JOn.1..1 nocds of lhccity's population. Pro- proved system: it is the total destruc- Lain factions over the expansion of public 
-- af&acd by such admissions st.an- ponc.nts of open admm:ions clwlcngaJ the lion of I.he sysu:m itself, togelhcr with education. Former Columbia Dean Jac-
dllds MR lhc cb~n of lhe new New not.ion that oolJtge education 9io"m mO:St the society wruc:.b relies upon iL ques Barzun, who presided over a confer• 
Ymb:n. Tboug.b Afncan Americans and useful 10 lbosc ,.ho ~ aca- (Heller 1973:1 I) enc.con open admissions in Washington. 
,_., R.ic::lm bad replaced one million dcmic :1ptibldc lhroogh liCSl :!EOl'eS and DC, in 1971, predicted that .. open admis-
~Almncam m New York m lhc '50s, grades. lbcy argued lMt publ,c edDCD.tion 1l>erc were others who suggested lhat sions wiU be a minorily privilege for which 
...wtme g:ndua:lion rates from high should mm to "'(max1miu:) thccducaoonal wha1 was rcaJly being demanded was that lhe enti~ country wm be paying through 
~ ranaiDcd ai \lC,.. Of the 10'1, of growth or l.bestndcnL. wbalc:\-cr bis.level ai the university fulfill its mandate or SCJ'Vicc 'llarious forms of taxation" (Ballard 
1"C~ldui~a4m1w:il1Ul c:n~Olhtrlh.ln ... cnsute1\S°"8\ttS-" to\heworking~\ha.1.humanncedsno1 1973:133). A l970 11rticle in Fonunc 
OJM"'t \ .. ,rm. oonwb·it£ (Wechsler IJit-1.brou,ahacombn:woD"ofstriogem.se-. bcdc:£tnedbyco,por.1teterm.s.bufbytbe magazinccommenicdonopcnadmissions: 
~ Al•--'""="IJilhcr'cd'«a- toclionproct:dwe$md.s::u:bsequc:n.ct,mi.ll:3- will of .. thc whole pcopJc,-in this case, 
aillll ,.. ara:af a, aca,patioaal mobiliry uon of lhc: lowesl penormen-(R.ossmann working class minori1jcs (Gorelick 
--,dlecny·,ocw imm,granu, the 1975:2). Al thcron, of the a,gumcnts fur 1981:194). Funhcrmo,c, ii was=ognizcd 
ms~ollhepoor,"wereunableio open admissioos •"3S tbecooviction that thali1wasnotsufficienttosl0t.srudentsof 
am1. klfly admmion.s aitena. Critics eln.ism had no place in Lhc public aniver- color into places aJ 2•year colleges. Over 
c:allal DIil 1h11. African American and sity. "'Opening up a chance for the ex• lhcycaa,lhccommuni1ycollegcshadbc­
PaalD Rica ,w1b weze vicums or .. cdu• eluded many does noc JXCCludc mecung 1'- come I.he place where studcnLS with high 
cmDIIII, ~- oa:ming al the clemcn- need! of evc:ryonc - public uni"\>-caity has school averages of75-85'il had g'>ne, with 
-,adBDMllryschoollevclinthc ~C no right co SCTVe one group while clJc:iv significantobstaelc:sprevcnting t,'-,cm from 
pllllic-(Blllardl973:122). In 1968 1ively e.cluding ano1her" (Rempson runhcr tran.<fcr. Proponents of open ad, 
lmaaapk_ ■ me g,adualing clwcs of 1973:37). Morcom. ii was pointed 001 missions were careful IOcall roraplan !hat 
--~J African American high that public education was indeed DOl free, would not result in the .. ghato-i7..ation" of 
..-,BajllnmfnnklinandBoy,lhgh but financed by the e1ti=, as much by Ille commun11y colleges (Ballard 
ill kdlya, CBlly U ol 118 gradU3leS II lhose "who r=iY< college 1.rammg with- 1973:129). 
dlo ra.- al 7 ol 353 gndnalcs at the 001 UJition clwie as by lhose who a,,: In resporuc IO political pn,ssure. the 
laera::lloal ltad 6e ieqmsile minimal av- bam:d from 11 l1y high admission n::quire- Board of Higher Education implemented 
cap ar~ ......,i rm admissloo 10 mcnl\"(Grangcr196S;SJ. anopcnadmissionsplanintheF:lilori970 
aJNY(Balad1973~122). Uhimaccly. it. was the demands and thalwasacompromisebetwcenavarie1y 

Tme - 1 powills IIIO\'Clllell1 IO- protcStsofslUdl!nl\thatchangcdthedebmc orplmspu1 ronh by student5. facully, and 
... opmlllll the daon ol llN: univen.ity. over open admissions into a reaJi1y. an ad hoc commiucc on admissions. Prior 
Oillcl al OJMr1 ilatasm& ciclusive- Though the un1ven-ity had m1Lialcd two to 1970 admis.s'ion lO any CUNY coUege 
--.-i....-i,apiaasadmis- programs (SEEK and College Di.!COY<ty) was based on an applicant's high school ._c:rilail: toQpand thcc:lhnlc rcprcsauationof Afri- average or a combination of an applicant's 

u-.or_,;111,-olQy u ...... 
IIIJ'1-.Co11qs:s waedr.aigna,d 
II ..... I...,.., CDICZffl fa "the .,_ __ ari,-1_."dlis 

Wlllld Im - I I I b,a 10 at· 
...., .. .-.,_ mlOI blgbcr ....,._._,..,, ___ 
_.. ar ,o. art1te Cilf'• hip 
................... c:a11e.., 
..,. -■:111 ar a - ar ·a11a­
..i........-11■111r.r......s 
...... cill . ◄ palllans ,r .. utw, __ ...,_ 
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can Americans and Puc:no Ricans in Lhe high school average and aptitude test 
collrgcs, lhae wu general d..i.ssausfaction scores. Gcncrally speak.mg, those srudcnts 
among minonty and leftist students about with averages of SS or above had a chance 
lhc degree of change at CUNY. In 1968, 10 cnroU in a senior college; those swdenLS 
&be DuBois Oub, composed of white radi- with average., of 75 or 3.00\'e were eUgiblc 
cal swdcnLS, circulated a petition with Ouee to enroll in 2.ycar liberal ans programs 
demmds: that the racial composition or wilh lhc possibility of transfer, I.hose stu• 
rua.urc entering classa rcflcca thal o( high deois wit.h average! of 70 or above could 
,cbool paduaung classes, lhal. the SEEK enroll m 2--year career programs. Those 
pmgnm be quadrupled by 1 .. uary 1969. Sllldcnts ..,;th averages below 70 or lhosc 
and lha1 wnJun the nc,;t two yca,s, facilities who bad not Llkcn an .. acadcmk" program 
bebwb10a:ain,odlleall!!uden1Sgradua-in high school n:gardlcss or their class 
OIJ from high ,chool (Lavin 1981:9). In rank, wen, inchg1ble for admlsslon 10 any 
dae SpiDJ of 1969, 11:Udent saikcs and .sit• college withrn CUNY (Rossmann 
1111 orpnm:d by African American and 1971:10). Thus, under this policy, only 
PDIDR.ICaltwdcnq:wcrcmstrumcnllllin ~ofhighschoolgradU.1icswctecligiblt 

- an - ...... ...-i, ......,. Ille anivmity IO lmpkmenl an for ttdmission lo CUNY. With ~IC new 
....., ................. -. -admlSIOISpol.icy. Thedcmandspre- CUNYadmi,..iorupohcy,aU high,chool 
eat,,,...,,..CIJNY11 ........... - • 1969 ~ more d1roclly 10 tho gradwlles wen: guaranu,cd admission 10 a 

Underlying CUNY's bold vemure are 
the premises that a large number of 
disadvantaged sludents have thenalive 
ability to master collegc•level instruc­
tion, and lha1 their initial handicaps: in 
reading and math can be overcome in a 
fairly short time ..•• It is unscllling to 
think what the CUNY policy mighl 
lead lO. Adopted universally, it would 
bring about a huge jump in enroll• 
mcnlS. (Gorelick 1980:21) 

A 197SstudyofCUNY'sopcnadmis­
sions policy concluded that il was unlikely 
that open admissions would be abandoned 
openly: "I.hat would be poJitically impos­
sible - but ii could be nibbled away or 
starVcd to death" (Women's City Club 
1975:4) . 
Conclusion 

In June 1976 the Board of Higher 
F.ducation voted to impose tuition at the 
Cuy University of New York, ending a 129 
year policy of free higher cducat.lon. Tui• 
uon came at a Lime of sysrcm wide shut• 
down, ordered by the Clmnccllor after the 
collapse of legislaUve effons to provide 
emergency funds to meet lhe university's 
yCM end bills. The imposition of tuiuon 
tffcctively abandoned 1he effon towards 
open admissions launched sU. years earlier. 
A student senate leader at the time de­
nounced the resolution as a ''complete sell• 
out" (NYT 6/].{16:34), 

Most liLCraturc rcncc1ing back to lhis 
period situal.C! the imposuion of tuiLion in 

the context of ci1y-wide fiscal crisis (sec 
Lav,n 1981; NYT 6f1/76). Accordingly. 
lhc City Univertny was seen us only one of 
many mstilulion, meviuably afftc1ed by 
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New York City's financial woes. Thero is 
evidence 10 suggest, however, th.al the im­
position of tuition nt CUNY was no1 an 
economic necessity, but one of many his­
lOric aucmpts to withdraw financial sup­
port from public higher education in New 
York City. In tllc '70sasin the '30s,crit.it.1 
argued lhat the City could no longer afford 
the university. Yet at ils peak, financial 
support for CUNY amounted to only 4% of 
the Cuy's budge! (Gorelick 1980:29). John 
Sawhill, the president of NYU, chair of the 
private college's lobby group, and a mem­
ber of the State Emergency Financial Con~ 
trol Board was ins1J1Jmental in pushing for 
cmbacks al CUNY (Ncwsday S/1611!9:54). 
Yet even when 1uilion was imposed, the 
City cnlk:d for more drast.ic budget cuis, 
with lhenim of severing all municipal sup­
port ror the univcrsi1y (NYT 6(1.2(16:1). 
Tuition fees never reached the university's 
operating budget, but went to pay inLCrest 
on City consuuction bonds (Gorelick 
1980:30). 

There were increasing demands for the 
st.lte to match aid for tuition-paying CUNY 
s1udents at the same level to aid wilh llli­
tion-paying SUNY students. Yet at 
CUNY, tuition was ma1chcd instead wilh 

students, claiming inadequate space and 
staff to cope with the level of npphcants 
(NYT 9/26/90:1). At o time when hs en­
rollmen1 is the highest since 1976, insuf. 
fJcenL fmanci.:11 support has brought on hir­
ing freezes, tuition hikes, and substantiaJ 
budget cuts. With increasing austerity is 
the growing perception lhat the bauJe over 
budget cuts is a power struggle whose piv­
olal issue is race (NYT 5/28/90: 1). 

Jn 1988 and 1989, student proLeStOJ! 
100k over administrative offices. Roughly 
I 0.000 took to the streets of New Yark 
charging that now that more students of 
color are able to tnke advantage of public 
education, elected oniciaJs are abandoning 
their historic mission to educate Lhe work­
ing class. The City and State continue 10 

hide behind various budget crises to ration­
alize ll.lition hikes and budget cuts. Yet 
over the past 15 years white the S1a1e 
chopped nway at CUNY it found millions 
of dollars to subsidize privaie. education in 
lhc form of Bundy Aid. 

ln Man:h or 1932 in the mids, or the 
Great Depression, acting Mayor of New 
York, Joseph McKee, proposed closing 
down the municipal college system. The 
CCNY alumni association issued a scath• 

severe budget cuts. The community col- ing response 10 those who would auack 
lcgcs had been ·scheduled to take on an their alma mater. 
added importance wilh open admissions by 
absorbing most of the system's s1udents. Now when lhcgovcmmentoflhecity 
They now were forced lO cut classes, staff, is profoundly disturbed by municipal 
and tenured facuhy (NYT ?n.7/16:21). problems of the gravest nalllrC, nil the 
Brooklyn College, which served 30,000 tribe of detractors. whining O'ller the 
studcnLS was farted to cut S18 million in shrinkageoftheirbl031Cdmoncybags. 
two years to bdng iLS budget down IO SS7 jc::a.k,us of a liCc and purpose they can-, 

cannot apply because in the fi.rst place we 
havclheopportnnity. Even ifwe We it as 
our mi.!sion to be held by and for the city as 
well maintaining a nauonal or intanational 
reputation. we should be training mcrcas• 
ing numbers of people of color~ women. 
people from new imm1gran1 background 
and immigrant groups who will go back 
into the university and become primaty 
faculty. Columbia and NYU and Suu,fonl 
and the University of Chicago and the Jvy 
Leagues and the Universities of California 
are not going to be the source of faculty. 
We have 10 be the source for the faculty. 
Its a mission that we haven't defined for 
owselvcs yet 

Splinter: AciuaUy if I.hey are .afraid of 
nepotism and inbreeding then wltlt you 
just said about the campuses of Ci1y Uni­
vCISity being dispersed among quite: a 
number of senior colleges actually speaks 
for the fact lhat we could hire CUNY 
gradu:llCS. 
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Aronowitz: Yes, I onders&nnd euctly 
wb:u you an: lalktng obooL Bui I am pos­
mg lfus in the way lhrough which hl.SUJrElll 
figures that made this Unl\'Cnlty made the 
coUcgcs famous posed iL These people 
built the school as a way m wh.w:::h lherc 
would be cullural cnuque ond cullural ~ 
seminalion. Pan of lhtS COTIUXl IS IJOl 

simply know-how to crcatc the ICC.hnteal 
labor for New- York businc:s:s and Ne.,.. 

Aronowill.: Yes, lfus LS what J jusl said. York public agcnc1cs bul to pn>Vlde a 
We could hire CUNY graduateS.. And we democratic-Vl!ta the city as a whole.to pre.­
might violate lhe infonnal nepotism rule. veni the city from bccormng basically de-

But whaJ l wanted toanpbasi:z.e i.slhnl. polillmcd :mddccitizcnr.zcd1fyou.wantU> 
LheprescrvationoftheGraduaicCcntcrhas llSIC lh:11 Esi:-nhowcrism. This tgd acu-
lO do with the continuation of the orienm• u:n.ship function. lhc power of I.bl! uruva• 
tionoftheuniversityitse!L lf•rcsecasour SJly. This was to prepare ptopfc to ukc 
mission nol jusl bringing people and giving their pbcc of IC:We:rship m the .-ohucs of 
them training and allowing I.hem II) go out I.he cny. The lc:tdc:r.;tup m lhc ,:::n.,sc oC 
to lhc world and becoming in1.CtlcCIU3ls labor, OCCUpllf..lOnS, prof~ n well • 
and academics but also m:wn:g sut1: lhDl mpoltlJCS. And\lb.mk.lhsll(yoia.doa"\m:c 
weha'IICimprovcdlhccomposwan..ingc:n- lbcffinskieloldlcUl\l-=nu.,'•IIIDR:~ 
dcrandmcc,ofourowa~..._wc dla WII.-.~ .. 

rnill,on (JNT1!25n6:3T). edgsrE the e[o-L orc·,v,·c welfare the;, haUed ha cho;ce. - g 
College w~ shifted from a 4-)'C3t' to a 2 • .ur,. • vc~: disciplines, t,.-ucd upon the du- di.sscm.mt,on ofmu:m;wOna/ :JDd n.1.uiorYJ 
year coUege. In three years CUNY was ofraccsandcrecdsnotlhcirown,risc tinclions bclwc:cn natural sc-ic.acc. .flOC.ia/ uv."Cllasloc:llculturcs,thcn ,"IXlb.J"'-"tbt: 
forced Lo shrink its teaching staff by nearly up in ignorance and hypocrisy~ caJI sciences and Lhe humamUCS a.re l~y obUgatioo 10m.1.mUJ.n lh,,. plxcasa tn4JI.Y 
50%and its student body by75,000 (New- the college a luxwy, and by their bla• spurious. They are rooted in 18th C con- cuJtumlccnaer. 

, d tancy in 1r0ublcd times, to disturb I.he 9th C 
sdn.y 5/16/89:54). African Amencan an calm minds of lhose who desire to do ccptions of knowledge and at bcsl I . 
Puerto Rican students showed lhe grcatCSt 9 conccpUons of knowledge. A.fic:r 311 many 
enrollment decline on :ill levels (Gorelick v.-eU. (Neumann 1986: 11 ) of the disciplines in lhcsoo.al socnces, and 

198();33) At a u·me when lhe ·'children of the in the humanities are only a CC01W) old. 
T~y CUNY races some or them_ osi We used'° have htcr.uun:. plulosophy :ind 

hik e poor'' are again facing the im~itio~ of 
severe budget cuts and tuition cs sine admissions requirements and tmuon hikes lhcology' and lbal wns iL So lhal lhe new 
1976. At the same time. lhe CUNY ad- that will function to homogen.ize and bur- disciplines in the bumanitic:s---compo.r.i­
ministration hasannouncedarcnewcdcon• den the student body. and at a time when uvelitcra1urt:andsoon,lheyBJC ,uy new. 
cern for "stiffer preparation ror sUJdents" the university faces budget cuts lhat They tbemsehcs were rcsponsh-e to 
and "higher educational sta~dards'' at threaten its diversity, its vitality. and ulti- cbang~ But l nm speaking :iboo.1 broader 
CUNY. Aquickglancea1thehLStoryoflhe matcly its existence, students would do caiegonc:al transgressions. We ba\:c 10 

university revenls that such concerns have well to remember lhe words and the begin nolsimply u> wk the mn.guigcofm 
been most pronounced at times when there . intenlisciplin3r)' 3P(HQ3Ch. but U> wk lhe 
was a desire to limit lhc student body. . Strugglcs of lhetrprcdccessors. 13Rguagc or non-d.isciplin:uy. We have to 

In the Fall or 1990. ror the first ume "" speak of kn<rwledge in relnuoosllip., the 
since open admissions, City Unive~1ty Katt McCojfrey is a gradualt Jt enr tn roblcmMics lh31 h3"ebccn ~ 
tWTied away between 3000-5000 qualified tM Ph.D program in Anthropology. =~ !,iy by French and German ph1loso-

Re£Hm(et phcrS but also wilhin our own ttadinon by 

:Af~Tu~lo~~l!{~~fa~ucy,"NYT, 6/2/76, p.1. people Wee John t>cwcy. These M~ not i::ia~: Ali~n B., ns, f.Jur,gffo,i of Siad Folk. er ~~v'!':~ R:w~ /7.1 n6. been tlkcn up as tl ~gn1f~t ~ 
"Community Coll~es Cui 10 the Bas:,.~ p2,, New sZnswick. Rutgers Uriiver5lty Pr .. 1951. for our own educ:aoONl pro~ Our edu 
CorelJck. Shmy, ~•tyColl1~a,ul :~be and F..llof iht Frtt Academy," Radial AJ!lffil2 14• !MctO/fll: attional projtcl IS groundrd 1n Gcnnanud 
Co~,'.~Sheny, City Co Vo t961MtiterPbn."tt/6-\.. old C!U"leSi:sn conceplions _of mov:"ledgc 
~~nga, Le,tcr 8,, "A Reporl on ~he c1z~~vc~~watix'i:t.=!1on Hou.w. 1!173.. . tndilion, I Kant.i.lln conccpOOn of science.. 
J-lcUer, LC. Tht Doilh of JJrc A~n ~ First~f-Cmtv,y, NY, Brooklyn C~ Pr,. 1981 
Horowitz. Mum1y, Brooilync.ol ~- t NY The Frtt Press. 1981. Splinttr: You SUit.Cd of( by lo0$dy dc.­
t:;l;~~~ ~::~~~=u~e:~Pro;es10vcrCutlingof Budget 111CUNY," NYT,S/73/90. p. scnbrng a bisl.orical ~uxt between~ 

' • - Coll Pn:ulml Wash\ngton. Uni unh'tn1ty Md lhc 1mm1gr.ml ~nd poor 

Splinter: So how might we ~"'ISC Lbc: 
cbanccDor "''ho for ,nsc:nncc dunks lbal d 
would be moovau,-c 10 ote non tr.ldi.uoB:&I 
.studaus. people of color, women. and sc:c 
th:J1 lhc:y m,: Ir.lined ID graJualo SIIIIIICS ID 

lhc traditian:il d1s:cip}1ncs1 

Aro~itt.: All I M~ lD SI)' is.. Ill :mswa' 

lO th.11.1 mean. wlw Ann ~ffllds tlmw 
i.s inno,.uivc and what 1 llunk: is ianonavc 
may be two d1ITcrcn1 thing$. I lave 1cuas 
hen: on this ,...., desk. from ;,ooplc ol the 

Donunican Rcpubli<. of V.-1:1 ..t 
Pucno Rial, people who 11,t.-e c:allcd -
many umcs from Latin Amcr1Cl- ... 
tocomchucbecmJ$C ofTcrlhe. 
uy of a mulo-<hsciplin:lry _...:IL >.1111 
,n fatl. there= noo uw!>lll>IW ..-S 
from tho SoUlh Brorut who lla>.: .U tk =­
dauials and qualiliwioos ID get - a, 
gradu:lte school bw. W'Dl K> tome ID 

CIJNY t,c,cws,!CIJNY basthc ~ 
pabapS Ur\)USU) • o[ bcJn a plXc 
hos nnethmJ new ., offer • -.., 
got 10 cnl<f iDIO a tndmmaJ ~ 
snd .. thlSu.,.wcmi~)<la 
10 [ulffil 1111 tl>o ~of dcpat-
mm1snd do t!ustmdoC ~ ~iar,l\ak,Robert,Aatdc'"ic:R,nmw(ntMJ 970'•:Mmwnof•C"Y ~ ' populations or the clay. I 1Juok some 

ver.lltyPrdlt::.:~~~ProJJ#fflof.,.U,b;r,iPM~hcU,itN"TS1ty,NY,C\lyCoUcge,l97l. pcopk: wauld siy, .. -ell the con1J111CL the 

~~==~:Unv;nlty Aki &~«l ';!b:~r;~;::;::~)'(JflCity 1147•19'1,AMAtt-ar, UM terms o_~lht~=: ~'!:bow:::~ 
C\ltllng-,cdgc ca~ Im&. A.ad 
th31.'sa 

f~Florence.Acuuto ra cm.·U,lllnltnrinP6,(-tl.197'lpp~- ;u:::ec these populat~ons • means ,pli.■tu: U. 
Rernpson.Joe C. "'The CJ!ot for 0;:~Z!sm,~Ci1y Unrvcrslry of Nnt Yori::"" Allillytd of tM Finl Ys through wb1ch ID rise ,soaally • eccl'IODU• the ).u,d cf l)lll(<t>IUlllll 
Roumann, J,ick. E. Cl AL Optn A ·MIC\'Cf nw conb'ac.l nQl 
f.nglewoadOiffs.rtcin1kel~~:1~boulEdue1llan.l\t'nv-.111ellt'blSUNY8uc.b, .. ~,S/l6 c:all~•l "'·h:il lhc.Gnldua1C Ct:Pltr docs. 11 
s~u\Judhh and &rn:ndSo1u, .. r, . cnt:u. "' . de-
119. p51 J,,,tAll••..Y"'S,/«ho<c./urA,,_.,A-.NY,Jo docsnowu:ul 1nlcllc<:llJ.liandpohoal 
W«Nler,ltaro\dS.TMQldllf'ttdSh.1 ·1 ,'ClOJlfflCO'S, 
Wtk-y, 1977. CU ClJNYTumtStud'1nts /\'v.._y,"' tl"(T.'Jf2'{90. P· 1. 
W~i:H. S.rnuo.L "f~g Budge I 15. 



■ 1-il•U••=I;• 
s of Negri: Interview 

-..:Jy cbmaaislicofoura:rumy: lb<re 
.., - ol lOlaliDlioo, .,._ of aitical impor­
- 11111 ""' complel,:ly irrovcrsiblc. That is the opti­
aiam or....._ 11c1oesn·1mcan ignoring the cxis= or 
- eaau ...i the ovenlcraminalion of dcsuuction 
die painulauho whole mtivme can be destroyed. The 
publem is ID find I way to rcammge lhat irreversibility. 

Bria Muuni: Sa Ille optimism comes from the fact lhat 
111:n ~ two CODIDdicUJry and irreversible movements. 
dlellJlllmliaa of copn.al 111d 
~ n:sistatx:e, that will reach anodicrcrisi.5 poini? 

TN: I don't know if~ will be crisiJ points. This siw-

BM: ln other w«ds, power hM become immanent 10 the 
social, and lhc points of confrontation have multiplied . 
Thus tho possibility of resistance is everywhere. 

TN: Precisely. 

AJ: Then why is there a i.cndcncy to c,:pcriencc this com­
ple.dty u mono10ny and boredom and the impossbility of 
action? Where docs this sensation of monowny come 
from? If there ase so many poinlS of resistance llnd so 
many pos:sibiULics, where docs the inertia come from l.h:11 
we feel so deeply in our bodies, in our daily life, in our 
s11Uggles1 

■ 
April 1991 

mcdJation •.•. 

TN: Yes. Thnt was when the working class, laboring 
cla.sscs in general, came to be seen bycapiial as fundllfllen• 
tn1 elcmcnLS in the reproduction of the system. This is 
somclhing absolutely fundamental. It meant that wages 
were no longer an indcpcndcni variable. They became a 
dependent variable of economic growth. What drove the 
$)'$tern WBS the wage variable, in other words lhe variable 
pcrl.runing to the ph)'sicaJ reproduction of the system, to 
Lhe rcproducl.ion of the most important commodit)' or all: 
lnbor-powct itsclf. 

1929 represents the adoption of Keynesian ism in vinu­
ally every odvanccd capiLalisl country. IL represents the 
scuing of standnrd monetary vaJucs which was accom­
plished on a globaJ scale at Breuon WOOd! in the early 
J940s. The postwar period saw the generalization 01 

Keyncsianism Lhroughout Europe, by means of the 
Marshall Plan. A new economic model was set in place: 
recovery and restructuring through the transplanunion of 
the AmcriQn model to Europe. This wa.s the rise of what 
J call the •·planning state." The planning state lasted up to 
the 1960s, when pressure from the working class pushed it 
beyond its Hmlts, nruncly the orderly reproduction of the 
system. 

lDDll iudt ii I.bl: crim. Crisis has become lhc contcnl of TN: From lhcgapbctwt.en the rwo processes. On the one 
oar~ Up ID J968-lhal is really the end of lhe hand. lhc:ro is aproccs!of production of subjccl.iviry, par­
GIIIIIIJ- we were LauniJL Bua we wcm Leninisl in lhe ticuwly in the domain of the stale, 311d large-sen.le cco­
- way cs atwnary wu Webcrian. And lhc 1wo nomic power, trult have reached very high levels of e~fi­
._-,11111 diff'aaK Ctom each ocher. Jf we can pinpoint ctency. On the other hand, there arc processes consLJluUvc 
dll llydaicll dlla. Jt ..., lhe J950t. 1968 to be precise, of ntw subjcctlv1ties d13l sometime.! submiL and some• 
Mdlecrilllaucn:d out ra.lily a, Lbe normal swc of nf. times ~isL It is a classic gap. Our period resembles two BM: So the transition, the cnsis, was provoked by resis­
&b. 'Tllcmnnaliryofil w• wlW wuncw. II would be other pc.nods. F'"tnL lhe end of lhc Rennissnncc ond I.he 

1
um,mc_c. It wasn't an int.emal rcsulLof the logic of capital­

_._ a,dla lllll&IIK:I. bul coooomk cvoJuUon began first half of I.he seventeenth ccniury. Th31 period saw lhe 
....., Jn 1964. Why? Because thal is when the defcotofan:volut.ionaryideologycocxtensivcwithJUllirul 
c:adlclallity I blve been talking aboul became com• humanism: and, paraJlcl 10 humanism, of certain currents 
,...,, ~ md whe:n lhaJ mteriorizauon became of then nasocru pro1cswuism. Bolh were reduced, I.he first 
..-Ji1t1e. 11111 ii u undmiAblc fact of the political hlJ- 10 the new modem stale, the second 10 the Rcfonn Church. 
11117afflla w...., ...,Id. Something lilce 11 luuJ altoady They arc form., and con1cnts of dcrcat But beyond 01a1 
lllppmldancebe!on:. with the buth oflhc bourgeoisie. I there was life, a vilal movement that continued and took 
.ia.•• - IO pllJ the vulgar MlmJI. but I believe that cm themO!l varicdof fonns. There were the libertines and 
dalamdlinplhlleveryonccanrccogmzc:,lhatlhcyarc the new science,, which broke with one revolutionary 
ianat- culDn.. Then, i5 a cenain dcvclopmen1 that politics and jomed forces with anothct. The bourgeois 
.-dlaalll""Jlan1phaocsof crisis. WecaMotgctout rcvolulioncameou1oflhaL The other period is the Rcsto­
af k Clllit bJ dmymg III subje<t, on other words that muon Iha! followed the French Revolution and Napoleon­
........_, On 1bc conuvy. \Ml subject hM became wn, when Romantglffl WM born. Romanliciffl\ wtu re-. 

TN:. Absolu1ely noL , B~l we. shouldn't oversimplify. 
Obviously, from a cap1u1hst pomt of view, there is Lhc 
ever-present problem of pcnnanem overproduction. 
Keynes, analyzing the New Deal, suucd thut it wn.s impos­
sible for an economy organized along the line., described 
in his theory to su!tain Itself without war. The reason is 
overproduction: at a ccrutin point lhings nre produced I.hat 
C3Jlnot be sold. The production of war has the enormous 
advan1.agc that things can conlinue LO be produced and 
destroyed without havmg to pass tJuough 1.he mQJ'kcL 

.........._ ~lhaU.ftOLa~\\IW,lQnmu:ffl» KUOnvy c.omfl&Jcd \0 me 1:nhghu:.nmcnl. Bu\ \l had ,ts BN: All or lhis rclntes to dccoloni7.alioo. in 0Ll1cr words -=-~:,;::;::: ~• :,:=. ~:~u,U:e:!~;:; :,:J:::~ or new mnrkcts and the ~porwtion of the 

II•~ ..__ Eur Md West. and there iJ a involved a break-up of ideologies and a &plinlCring of sub­
Clllllllam llawa:n NonJ, and South. Then al every jcctJvc continuitic.t. Bui lhey also included the possibility 
pala ID lbll lilmnut or Canalan coordmaics thoc IJ or follow mg lines that wore already in motion and were 
e___,.Ullll<II of oth<rtanlllldict,ans. This is not irrcvmoble, and or Ulking them funhcr. On the other 
• 111 IO 18J tbll tonllOdialan has disappcan,d, u the hand, 1968 was something that came IOU early, and now 
.......... claim. lJ meana lhll coru.radlcitonJ are must rind a form to sc:ule into. The last t.en ye.an have 
_.,...._ '1111111 the ral maicriallJt conception. It been 11\/ly horrendous in same way,. II b onen said th:11 
- Illa Ille Cllllndlollam have become onnnitc, lhnl all that rcmam, or our social and hislOrical panorama arc 

TN: Y cs, I.he opprcDion or the dccoloni1.cd prolciariais is 
especially imponam. Occolonizat.ion comes to be imer­
pretcd as a new quest for commodities on the pan of 1110 
decolonized naLions, and for the money to buy 1.hcm, For 
example, aft.er World War JI tho Arab countries mo.kc thcfr 
COIi)' OnlD the world SI.age. 

.., ..... IDlllbell lll'IICllftJof conrndictions. That 11 shadow,. We are now beginning to soc the shadows Ulkc AN: And what an entry! 

.......... 1l>ma in. '11111 lithe 101al!chlmphre- fonn. However, much rcmainJ to be done. lia-..•....-.a. Tllllll-rality. 
.__.._........,. I& ii thcsam1:111lw biwre 

.,.._af_wltallJl, "l..aak,misla,you'vego, 
...... Y•• .. pt....,,,.. you WlflL But we're 
Ill iaL w.-....... • COlllndiaian. l!ve,y move you 
.. ,...__,__ v..,canhald'""°yau, 

BM: V ou 1,1.1d thal 1968 was the transition, h was the 
uans1Uon IO wtw you call lhc "cnsiJ SUilC." Whal was the 
prcc,dmg 11age of capotal? What did that lranJILion con-
1iu on Wlw brought It about? 

..... • talJ by ........ ""- of Ion:& to die a• TN: What I am about to aay is in p:,n based on my own 
_.. Na:lllr,awa11dleperlecteumplo. h'ullonc rcscarch, and m pan on work done by the Italian move-
11111 .,_ .... _,, ad _,, toa,plicatcd. h'1 our menus a whole, and also the Fn:nch. 1929 is fundamental 
a. to the ci.ing03 that the IU"Uc:WfCJ or the contcmporwy 

caphalist It.ate have undergone. Whai happentd in '29? 
All Sodlllllllllplally 111 ball rarthcapllmilm7 Blacaphal,intcmDuonal big bu,oncu,camc 101hcrcallza-

. lion lhatthc.Ruu111fl Rcvolut.lon wuhrcvm1blc. By 1929 
1'NI Y-. llto apdnrillll ii - an llllL II II bued an • the Ru»ian Rcvcluilon had con,olldmd il!Clrin a certain 
....... lillplarhallonn, an dlit lnedcibclity bcl-.. form. The lpCClCf or Bobhc,im, swept the world - we 
---• 11111 CDldnull multlphcltion or n:lltlans of mUS1 no1 fo,ga the Chmesc Rcvolulion or 1926-1927 or 
inl. •-lllltills--llol.ar1dtvisconlsmu panicularunponancewutheCrcatDcprCMoon,aff~ting 
111 ....... I• ----of ran:a.. The all of Europe. Andlhen:wutheClydcrevohin 1926 ,n 
.... p!ll.1111111111 of 11111 larl'aca en - u Groat Bnwn•, narthcm ractoncs Keynes', thinking~ 
.,.. ........ ...,. ..... ldllsaCIIL Tllte"111111pna I product of the 1920s. IWUJUSl~lingsomcthmgby D 
•fl .... llal& ....,_ 11·1- lb<re ii I riaJowt H.Lawrcncc:on polll-"alt'-y,lllldhetalkedaboot 1926 
--lldll111poww111-Uy111a111rbcl0- 100-ltowufrocnlhcminlngn:gion. Anawarenwgrew 
............. 11..-111111Cb1tbiq. That then: 1h11 II was n«:c.<wy 10 deal wnh thc'"mcruocc" in anew 
~1110.-,, ,.,.,ldltpl_y pal1tltaleJo. way. It wu bc1•cn 1929 and 1933 that the United SIAICs 

-• ......., m Ibo rilbl nl -arm put Into pllcc •lull was to be an lntcn1en0on ,..,. 1 ••Wllll-ll••-..io. Tho imparunt plamtAI 1111e, a Keyncs1111 IIWe c1crmm1 demand and OlC .... .._,......._Im....,._ And ham cammodtlkauon ol the ncauitics or rq,n,ductian u 11, 
1111.i..aw11a1o-orpa1noa1-- ---......... _,_....1111__,ro_Clpltal 

TN: The same thing happened witlo the Southeast Asian 
countries. Two systems were in operation: the Keynesian 
sysLCm within the advanced capitalisr countries, and, 1111cr­
nationaJly, another Keynesian sys1cm, that of Drenon 
Woods (Ille pinning or the gold siandard ,o the value of the 
dollar, which was the basis ofmoney ex.changes bc1wcn 
cap1Ullls1 countries). That all fell apan in 1971, when 
Nixon declared the valueof thedollnr to beindepcndenl of 
gold. The capitalist counlrics hu0 "'learn to deal with 1he 
unceruunties of complct.cly open exchange. That is whm 
Inaugurates the cn!iJ sia1e, in other words a SlJlte that no 
k>nger auempts 10 en we orderly relations between the 
laboring claaSCJ and copilD.I, between wages and profitS, 
but innead sew 10 regulate a:hifling rclaLions thn1. have 
not yet la.ken dcfimtc shape. The hope wu 1hat this would 
be a temporary situation. But ii wasn't: ii waRn't a period 
ora phase. l11s 1hc very dcfinltJon of the tum of the ccn• 
lUry: crid, a., a nOffllal, organic tituation . 

BM: The planning swtc is chnractcri.7.ed by a compromise, 
by Lhc work.Ing cla.11'1 compromi,lng itself. n1c ltnlian 
Communiu Pany'■ campalgn during 1he 1970, for a "Hls­
tonc Comproml!CC" with the Chnsllan Dcmocrots can be 
seen as 3.n aucmp1 to regress 10 lha1 Keynesian phase. The 
Autonomia movement, on lhc other hand, wa.'I marked by 
a totol rejection of that compromise, n toLal ,cjccllon of LIie 
exi,ung organl,.alion of work, Whal cxac1Jy did 1his "tc­
fosal of work" involve? What 1tmtcgie.s were employed'! 

.-.i,isb....._ 1111111...,l•apllalildc. BM: Thot marud Ille IJ)IJRIJX1lllon of the worltlng clua, AJ: And.,. they ,on applicable lodny? 
ill inlanallzlllan en the IIY._ throuaJo mcdianisnu of 
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TN: Before I can respond to the last question I have to 

cover a lot of history. 11lC transition from lhe planning 
state to the crisi! state also marks a transit.ion in the suuc­
turc or the subjects implicated in tha1 process. Obviously, 
as nlways, there is an initiative on the pan of capilal run­
ning through the various state forms. The Keynesian swe 
is aJso the Fordist state. Fordism is on the microscopic 
level what Kcyncsianism is on the macroscopic level. 
ForcHsm is a precise rclaLion: the workers' wages should 
enable them 10 buy the auromobilcs they make. At the 
same Lime, the Fordist state is a perfecting ofTaylorism, in 
other words of a form of work where skilled labor is re­
placed by the assembly line. The work required is com­
pletely unskilled. The working class is no longer hierar­
chically organized with the skilled workcn of the large 
factories on top. There had been a whole working class 
ideology lh:u went along with lh:u and depended on the 
workers possessing the product.ion plan. That faJls by the 
wayside, becoming an archeological Vc.!tigc, Today in 
Italy soulhcmcts go north to be thrown onto the assembly 
line to carry on that large-scale product.ion. France has the 
Arnbs. Ocnnany has lhe Turk.!. The Unitc<I Siaics has 
everybody. They have lost the privilege lhe traditional 
working class had of knowing about production, posscss­
ing iL 

BM: Everything becomes fragmented. 

TN: And it's work that anybody can learn in two hows. 

1-iilU••=I;• 
of salary. This idea was taken up by the women's move­
mcru and by young people, by aJJ those c,cludcd from the 
factory as a center of Struggle. Without the women's 
movement, AutonomiD. would never have gotlen off the 
ground in ftaly or anywhere in Europe. Autonomia in Italy 
began wilh demands for autonomy by lhe young, with ai­

tacks against the city and region.al governments. The de­
mand was made for a salary for the young and for students. 
Government budgets became overburdened and the~ was 
a crisis in public spendjng. Rember the budget crises of 
the late 1970s in the big cities in lhe United St.ates, in par­
ticular New York; Lhesc were characLC:ristic of ,a certain 
moment in the transition from Lhe planning slate to the 
crisis swe. Whal happens when thi5 kind of presswe gets 
to the point lha1 it can no longer be sustained? According 
to Marx, and I am in complctcagrccmcn1 with him on this 
point, technological change occun when struggles make it 
impossible to maintain the old technologies. Strikes at­
tract new rcchnology-strikes in the lit.eraJ sense, in other 
words rupture., in the system. This is easily verified in 
Ocnnany and Italy. It is in the most depressed areas lha1 
the work system falls apart. and it is !here lha1 it iJ first 
replaced: example! are lhc aut0ma1.ion of factories, and, 
more impon..,ntly, the socia.Jization of reproduction. h is 
true that production ha! moved outside the largc--scale 
factory, and that the factory no longer cxisl3 as a center of 
struggle. The situation has changed, and it was the 
struggles that changed iL The new siwation will be en­
t.irely different. 
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bility of refusing io wort. Think of thalgrcal und<nwng 
of sabo<ngc, the French Res1stance: the axnmanist Rcm-­
umce was run by skilled wodtas who knew, for aample, 
how IO saboiagc a Olllroad. Think of Ba,quc torronsm. It 
i! terronsm as a crnn -st1l1cd wodc. 1bey can u,e dyna­
mite aJ only miners know bow. Sabotage lS the form of 
rmstancc proper to the skilled work.er. 1bc mass WQr'lca 
also has the possibilily of sabotaging. The oncidcnce or 
sabo,age in the old-style factorie:i "very high. aod goes up 
and down with the intensity or the s1111ggle. The funda­
mental form of struggle for the mass worker was the wild­
au strike, a 3:udden rupwrc that stopped product.ion. They 
would lum off the electricity and waJJc away. Or they 
would go inio the factory and u:k out the ,cabs. Sabol.age 
was a recomposition or the masses. II was Ille sabo,agrng, 
not of the produc~ but or work itself. Wo,un' s1111gglC1 
in the big factories of DeL.rOil. Btllancoun.. or Turin ~ 
.struggle:, involving large mas.sea, and what IS sabolagcd D 
not the object produced bu1 the process of produaico 11-
sclf. In the largc-scalc factory, the wort relation oo loogct 
involves a real relation to theobjctt. Object aJ"tcr idcruical 
object passes before the worker. The object becomes 
.something hal.Cf ul. Jt is not even worth sa.boolging. Whal 
must be sabo<nged is the machine. The form of the 
.struggle i! relative to lhc figure or 1ubjcc1 wagmg 1L Whal 
kind of sabotage can the soc::ial work.er pr:1ctite? To an-
5wcr Lhatqucstlon we woukl have 1odefinc what thc!OCUI 
worker is In more deLaiL 

BM: We have passed from the mass worker to the social 
BM: Now only the capitaJist knows lhc plan, while al lhc worker . 

BM: Tha1wasmyno.1qUCJ1lon. hsccmsl0mclha1whal 
makes thi! new state of llffairs possible 1.s automauon nnd 
the exportation or large-scale production to the Third 
World. Bolh arc wo.ys of side-stepping the tmdiuonaJ 
working cl:w. At the same time. as the service .sector 
grows, a new kind or worker is bemg created. It is I.rue l.h3l 
they Qfe no longer skilled workers, but neitha arc Lhcy 
simply unskilled. They arc oflcn qu11e highly educated 
and arc capable or doLng a wide range or jobt. 

same time lhe worker has become a consumer. 

TN: Thal'• righl . 

BM; So the refusal or work is the rejection of this organi­
zation of work . 

TN: Clearly . 

BM: ... M~II or the-con umcr function. 

TN: Jn shon, of lhe role anigncd to what we have called 
the "mass wo,ker." The passage from skilled worker to 
ma!S worker is conicmporaneous with the trnn!ition from 
the trndit.ional libcrul-dcmocrat.lc state form lO lhc plan• 
ning SUltc. The planning stale Is prtdicatcd upon t11e mass 
worker. The mns.t worker ls lhc nlpside or the pl.anning 
stale. And in their musificotion mass workcr:i ma,slfy 
desire, tl1ey mwif)' lheir needs. That massificd pressure 
is what brings the planning Stole down. 

BM: So on the one hand we have a refusal of 1ha1 organi• 
zat.lon of work. Thal implies, for example, lhe sabot.aging 
oft.he industrial prOCC$$-ftalian workers practiced mi'.I.Ry 
Conn, or saboiage through out the I 960s and 1970,. And 
on the olher hand, we have a rejection of the consumer 
function: hence auto-reductions, whereby people unilater­
ally decided 10 pay less for goods and services than they 
were asked 10 pa)'. The stmtcgy was two-pronged. 

TN: Prcclscly. There ws a two•pronged strnt.cgy - the 
social !ide of which became Increasingly more lmpon.anL 
In other words, lhc role of outo-rcducllons and grassroots 
organizalion Hrcw. Why? Dccau~ the breakdown or the 
planning stal.0, its trunsforrnation m10 the criJls BUiie, b 
accompo.nled by u rc.111ruc1urlng of labor•powcr and of the 
constitution of the working clnss i1$elf. A struggle was 
waged agninst the planning Slate, inside and outside of the 
fac1ory. People's lives and reproduction outside Lhe rac• 
rory came 10 be seen from n wage perspective. People 
came to understand L.11111 the processes of the accumulatJon 
or capiial pervaded all or socclety. Socle1y ho0 become a 
rac1ory - 11II of t11e mcchnnisms or the rcproductJon of 
lobor-p0wer were not complclely domlnn1cd by capi"'I 
and ILJsuuc. Undcrdicsc;conditlons, wng~ bccnmesocinl 
wages, nnd all of society bccnmc the b:mlcground, In 
order 10 reconquer an Individual 1crri1ory, l1 wBJ ncccssnry 
10 ouock the SUHC, 10 contCSI aipiuil: h WllJ nccc:i:ruy to try 
10 dc!troy everything In order IO bulld one's freedom. 
Auto-reduction, played a role, but so did di reel appropria• 
1ion. And not only direct npproprlotlon, but also wide-, 
spread pressure on public spending, in othc.r'wordJ on 1he 
wclfnrcsy11em. Public spending cnmc 10 be seen ma form 

TN: We have passed 1oaform oftheorganizalionofwork 
that presupposes n social subject. The workc~ are st.ill 
mass workers, but their work-plllCC is different. They arc 
no longer to be found in the factory: they arc spread 
throughout socic1y in the most diverse fonns, h iscrucinJ 
to undcrsLD.nd that thl! I! more than a change in location. 
ThequalityofthcworkltJ;CJrh:isehanged. Workcnatcno TN: We could go on and on dcscnbing the cond11Jcms 
lonscr-1imply ukcd LO pcrrorm cert.a.in opcrauons. 'They under whu:h wcxk becomes inau»n1\-1 aaual11.td l\ 
,uo1i.1kod100J ttOJhdrown~warkt,l)eamay. woaldlle lrqarlalll.•----.........., 
and 10 nppty n/J of llielr nbititiC!l, lmcJlccuwl nnd od1cr• commun,uu-ian ;upcc so I c procc.Jt. n O 
wise, to that work. These new ronns of work and the rcla- autonom,:wuon of collccuvc socw.t StruCIUl'Ci 11nd lhe.u­
t.ions lhcy imply UIC very abSUllCt. We ure beginning 10 sec absorption '1.t such Imo central producuon. CapHaJ no 
sociaJ segments where wealth Is no longer simply the ab- longer explorLS only mdiv1duals, bu1 tr1e! loab5orb homo­
sorbdon of labor, where It is no longer simply what people gcnoous group!, even entire communiuct, mro the mode 
do. II is also, for example, lhc form of the family: for a of production. Al Volvo and Fiat, for eumple, the bosses 
mnn who works at home, his relntion with hl! wife is 3 pan have responded to the worken' movement with 3 new 
of his wen.Ith, a, is his relation with hia children, who mny organization of work, In "production Mand!." Work is 
contribute LO the work. Wealth has become an overall done In team!, with each team completing u complex JC• 

social organb..ation. The phenomena we arc beginning to ries or UJ.SkJ. SmaJI communitiCJ nrc crcal.Cd, preventing 
sec. like all phcnomcnnofcapitalisticchangc Md transfor- thcgrowlh or a mw movement. J1J15 method or pnxiuc• 
mation, arc highly complex and highly ambiguous. On the lion lJ the rule In fa:toriC! where comput.cr systems are 
one hand, we have the break-up oflhc fac1ory as we know designed, 
IL On the other hru,d, we have a socialb.alion of produc- On a much lnrger .sen.le, capital JJ aucmpl.ing to nbwrb 
Lion. At the same time, Lhc application of lnbor•powcr ha! whole sodctJcs 1111d cultures. Its mclhocb of omol'buon, 
become increasingly abst.raeL In other words, the worker however. do not ncccswily bring revolutionary change, 
bcc.omes more and more mobile, both In space and in as tw been the case in the JXUC capital tw lea.med to be 
tcnnsortheworkdny. Aboveall,lheworker'scapachy10 parns1ticnl. It now has the abilily to Ulke 1n complc1tly 
work becomes increasingly intcllectunl, nnd !IS a result archaic. modes of orgnni1.ation of social 'N'0l'k and to inte­
incrca!ingly adapLDble and 1r.1nsformablc. The labor- grate lhc.m in10 production with mulmum dftdcncy. 
power of social workers ls not tied to a craf1, a.s was 1hc Japan Isa &ood c..wnplc. Thcsoclal mobilization or wort 
~ with rhc skilled worker; ii doc, not hinge only their recupc.nucs as many levels o{ society as pos.sb1le.. 1nclud­
physical mobility, M whh Lhe mass workcr ohheasscmbly Ing the most a.rchnie social rclnuon of producUOn and 
line. Their labor•powcr iJ general, absunct, 8J plas1lc a.s reproduction. This could be called the subswnpuon of 
1hc requirements of them ooh inc In the age of thccomput• society by cap1talls1 development. Bmzll has every Jund 
erization of produclion. However, the abstrnctlon I um or production imaginable, from tl1e tnbalpmducdonortbe 
talking nboul is at the ~,me 1imc n very spcdnl kind that Indian" lo computer tcehnology 50 odv1mccd lNll u com• 
cons1i1utcs subjective qun.lit.ic.s. All ,oclal processes rold pctcs with the United Suiccs. It Is o coum.ry lhal b med.a· 
back on10 the worker. and it Is through that folding back atcd to an cxunordinury degree; even proc1p114lw ronns 
that the worker come., 10 rccognlz.c him• or herself ns II of coopcmuon have been mtegnucd into the iaJ mccha• 
subject, au.nlnlngaconsclousnc.s.sorhisorhersmgularity. msm ofproduclion. ll is very imponanLtocmpha.ili.t th 
So, we have four clements: the break-up of the fDCtOry, the It has 10 be seen as a system or communiaung 
soclnll1.ation or work, maximum abstmCtion of ltibor, and The big que5uon Lt what forms or orp,uzauon and of 
on cx1rcme subjc,:tinaulon or tho silo,, posluons. nnd conscious subJCCtincatlon an, tallc(l ror. Nol ""°"in& 
wages involved. In other words, a powerful d1sunlrtetttlon 1h.:u is what hM broughl on the cnsii 1n the ffiOW'fflC'll A 
has token place. whole scncs or cnrkal posiUOM rrom I.he past hnc. en• 

AJ: In lhiS COPlC!XI, SllboU'l;C, , • 

TN: At Lhnt po1n1,sabotago becomes mcanmglcss. At 1ha1 

po{nt, Snbotngc ployed nn lmporuu11 role. It hll! been the 
worker's nn1uml defense - espccfolly tho 11killcd 
worker's, t>a:ousc the-skilled worker h11J a src.iter possi-

tcrcd C'On$CiOusncss, Md, I am conv,nced, lhcrc IS Iain­

sclousncss or 1hc lm:vct>1b1l11y or the -mcnL But t 
don't sec 11ny cv1dcncc yet or I ccncraJ c,,pcruncnWJon 
towurd11ncwformo(org nizal.lOn BuLonceopm,pc,ss,• 
miJm b not In order. Because rrom a scaenufic porn1 or 
v1ew,alloflheclcmcnts a..n: mpl110e. 'The question is how 

co,uuu,td OIi page JO 
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·ii Metaphor and War. 
potaJ')' nations of the Middle EML To see Ar.1!>5 mcm-
phoncnlly as one big family is 10 suggest th.1t 011 w~lh 
should belong ro all Arobs. To mMY Arabs, tllo nouo~al 
boundaries drawn by colonial pow~ nre dlcgiumatc, v1~ 

Jating t.he conccptio'n of Ambs ns a 5in~lc "bro_1.hcrh~" 
and impoverishing millions. To thos~ 1mp':wcnshcd m1~~ 

phor System Used to Justify War in the Gulf 
Yen'_, ,._, l of lAuarriclu• t,,J.....t"'"" 
~ ~llli,.,,i,:1,-,-befo,w 
,,,, ........ ii pnn,ld,a. r;oazo,.,. -"itA tlw laa---~-~ ""-"'"'""' _, &I Crili,pa,L 1Ju.r coalat U SliD ilnp(NuW III WI 

-•"""rJt,,U,""--oflM'oct-•. 

wha1 is hidden when Kuw.lil is cast as an innocent victim. lions. the positive side of Saddam's mvnsion of Kuwa.ll 
TI,c"legiuma1egovanmcn1" lhat we seek 10~1nstnll isan wns that it challenged nntional borders and brought to lhe 
oppressive monarchy. fore the divisions between rich and poor Lhat rcsu.Jt from 

Lhoso lines in lhcsand.Jfthcrn is to be peace in Lheregion. 
What is Victory? these divisions must be addre$ed, sny. by having rich 

In a fairy tnlc ora game. victory is well«fincd. Arab countries make extensive invcstmenLS in develop-
ls Saddam lrntionaJ? Once it is achlevcd, lhe story or game is over. Neither is mcnr that will help poor Arabs. M long as the huge guJf 

Tbe vdlamin me Fmry Talc.ollhe.Just war may tbccascin lhegulf cnsis. Hlstorycontinues,and "viclOI)'" between rich and poor exists in the Arab world, a large 
becamung. bulbccanno1 be rauonaL YoujUSI doOOI rca- makes sense only in 1cnns of continuing hiSlOry. The number of poor Arabs will continue ID sec one or the 
- wil.b a dcmm.. nor do you eruu into negotiations with preside111'ssialCd objectives are towl Iraqi withdrawal and superstaLC solutions, either Ar.lb n:uionalism or Islamic 
bi1ft. The 1og1c. or lbe metaphor demands that Sadcbm be rcswration of the Kuwaili ~onAl't'.hy. But no one ~lie~ fundamentn1ism, 3S being in their scJr-interost, nnd Lhe 
IIDlionaJ. Bm is be'? Admmisnllon policy 15 confused on the mallet will end lherc, ~cc Saddam would still ~ ~n region will continue to be unstoble. The cx1emal issue is 
tbe issue. Camewia's rnemphor, as used by su;w:gi.su, power with all ?f his forces_ mtacL Gen~ Powell said 1n the weakness. The cWTCnt national boundaries keep Arab 
amamcs dm die many is raumw: Be IDO is mu.muzing rus Senate. teSlll1lony lhal if ~~ wnhdrew: the US nations squabbling among themselves and therefore weak 
piM and IIIIIIIIIDWDI COIIS. Our SD'2le8J' from the outsel would ha.ve. io .. strengthen the indigenous counmes of the relative to Wes1em nations. To unity OOvocaces, whot we 
lal bcell., ~ dlcCOSI .. IO Saddam. 'Thal a.uumes regJOn" w achieve a baJ.ance of power. Presumably that call "st.ability" means continued weakness. Weakness is a 
• a .....r ..r ,s muimiz.iag ru9 sdf-inrteSL Al the means arming Assad, who is every bi1 35 dangerous 3S m:ijor theme in the Arab world, nnd is often conccptunl­
-Jlae. lllilla::ing caDaf madoaaJ. The nuclear wcap- Saddam. Would wming anolhcrvillruncounl as victory? If izcd in sexual terms, even more than in the West Amcri­
_, ......-r depends cm •L ff he is l'liDonaJ. he should we go to war, what wtJI constitute "victory"? Suppose we C311 officials, in speaking of the "rape" of Kuwai1, arc con• 
iallow die lop: of decena,ce. We have thousand! of hy• conquer fraq, wrping 001 its military capability. How ceptu:ilizing a weak, defenseless country :is femnJe and a 
drapa a..ta ia warm:a:1s. I.srz:J {s estimated io have would [raq be govemed1 No puppet government th:11 we strong militarily powerful country~ ma1c.Similarly, it is 
llltwllcll JOOIINI 200 ddiverabJe a1onuc bombs. 11 would sci up could govern cITccrively since it would be hated by common for Ar:ibs 10 concep1ualize the colonization and 
--Sadlllm•bsle:ightmonWandpossiblyfiveyCIJIS 1hecntirepopub:c.SinceSaddamh:lswipcdou1alloppo- subsc.qucn1 dominnLion of the Arab world by the West, 
Jlidi:n fae bid• rnMle:, un1eqed a10mic bomb on a uuck. sition, the only remaining effective government for I.he especially the US. :is emasculation. An Arab proverb thaL 
Tk- lllOSI popular eswn,a for even a few deliverable nu- counuy wouJd be his Ba'ath party. Would it count as a is reported lO be popular in Iraq these days is that "It is 
ck:arwadaeadr is 1t21 years. The a,gwncnt that he would victory if Sadd3m's friends wound up in power'! If not, bcucr tobcacock:foraday than a chick.en fora year,"The 
aa1 be deaned by our oudcar arsenaJ and by Wac.rs as- whru other COOicc is there? And if Iraq has no remaining message is clear. It is better 10 be male, that is, strong and 
,mncs irralalalily. The fuller analogy also assumes Lhru. mibwy force, bow could it defend itself:igains1Syriaand dominant foro short period of time than to be fcmaJe, that 
Saddim isa vilJainous madman. The analogy presupposes Iran7 IL would certainly not bea ""victory" for us if eilherof is, weak and defenseless for a long Lime. Much of lhe sup­
a Hidcrmyt!t, in .,bJcbHillcrtoo was an irrational demon, them took over Iraq. If Syria did. then AssOO's Arab na- port for Saddam among Arabs is due to the fact that he is 
nda than a rabl:JIW_sclr-serving brutal pofiticfan.. ln the tionatism would become a lhrcaL If lran did, lheo Islamic seen as standing up to I.he US, even ir only for a while, and 
mylh, Mumcb was a ml.Slake and Hitler could have been fundamentalism would become even m~ powerful and th:u. there is a dignity in lhis. If upholding dignity is an 
IIDppCdcar\y cm bad EnE,1.a,nd cnicrcd \he war \hen. Mill- l.hrc:llcning.. ll would seem lhal the clOSCSt thing lO a "'vie- csscnlial pan of what defines Saddam's ·~rational sclf­
ary unoriDsd.isagRea towbc\hcJ \hemy\h \S uuc.. Se \.Of'/''{orlhe\1Sincaseofwarwouldbe\Odrhclhclraq,is intttest", it is vitally importam for our government to 
'Olal.•1Lwm,.\b&.~ &,cs.na\na\\\. ~bt:.\hct01 no\. ou.\.a( ¥:..uwai.,:. dcslto-f )U51 cnou9.\\ a{ \raq_'s m\\i"Qry m \u\ow lh\5, s\ncc he mt1:y bewi\\\ns to go t0 war to .. bc a 
~ ~ \\i.\\t:l, \r.ad:\ c.n'\ C:,crm-m 1 . \\ "u \7 m,\\101\ \cave\\c:apa'oko{dctcnd·mg"l\SC\[a,pins\S)'Tiaandlran; cock for a (13.y." The US docs not have anything like a 

l/lifliiiillll .. ----..11t.~....t.no1arong MNttChaw get SMlan out of power. bur lei hls Ba'.1th prope. undcrsl3Jldjng of the issue of Arab dignity. Take .. ...., .... ..,.,the world. SMldam UcetUJinly panyn::mam in a:maolofacounuy jus1suongenough to thcquestionofwhethcrltaqwilJcomCoutofthiswithpan 
lllllllarat ~ mil bnlla.l, bul ~ h oo evidence th.ti defend 11Sdf, bor 001 strong enough 10 be :i thttac and keep of the Rumailah oil fields :md two islands giving it a port 
9il-.,zAiaf l:tul~- Everything he has done, Crom thepriccofoilata~lyJow level lbeproblcms: II on I.he gulf. From Iraq's point of view these are seen as 
------, political opponents, ID using JX)ison gas i.s n01 ob~ious thar we oould get Saddam out of power economic ncce.ssitics if Iraq is to rebuild. President Bush 
apiasr bu politicaJ enenucs, the Kw:dJ, lD invadfog Ku• without wiping ou1 most of Iraq's military capability. We has spoken of I.his as "rewarding aggression·•. using the 
WU an be see.as furthering his own sclf•int.crest. would have invaded an Arab counuyy which would create Third-World-Countries•As-Children metaphor, where I.he 

K.-l&aVl<tim 
Tbe cbmcal. Victim i3 innocenL To lhe lraqutS, 

Kawait wa, IIII)1hiog but an innocent ingenuc. The war 
widl lnll Til1IIOl1y bonlcrup<td Iraq. Iraq saw ilSClf as hav• 
,. Coughs Iba wv partly for lhe benefit of KuwaJ\ and 
SadiAnbia. wbc:re Stui1e citizens supponed Khomeini's --on. Kuwait had agn,ed to help financclhe 
wa. bat lfla lbc war, the Kawai till insisted on rcp:iymcm 
or die..,.__· 1tawaius bad invested hundreds of bi limns 
laEan,pe. Am<rica and Japan, bu1 would not invest in Iraq 
llllilr die - ID 11,lp IL n:budd. On the conuary, it began 
.... .- D economic warfate agaiDSl Iraq by over• 
......... llaoilqmDIDholdodpncesdown.Jnaddition, 
Xawlil llld drilled 111.enlly uno Iraqi lCmlOr)' in !he Ru­
mlibll ail llold 11111 had auacud oil from Iraqi lCrrilllr)I. 
Kalil r.dler - ldnnlagc of lnq by buying ilS cur­
-,, Ila mly • eauancly low c,.change raies. Subsc-­
..-i,,-, K-..malllw.lr.,qicurrcncyon \rips ., r..._...,....,. boasln lr>qi goods II bargain raleS, 
A-w dio 1bi11p die)' bought mon Ramboyandy were 
....... p,mlimlel-wldows and o,phans of men killed 
m JIii-, wlla, bcaloe of die...,. ordle economy, hod 
aa Ollcr - ol support. All lhis did 001 endear Ku­
wallil a, laqls,wlD_,,lllfl'erin1 frvm O'tCr 70'1, inlla• 
.. ...._, ltawlkit hid Ions ba:11 n:senl<d ror good 
-byhqillllllll!Gllans Imm odlernari0111. Capilal 
111:11, bla 1111D poor, ~ 1111p<Wd cheap labor from 

----IDdoilllcdpl<aslnlworlc.AI 
a.lllarlJlll.......,dlae_,,400,000Kawaidcill• --2.2 mllllcllll (anlp lalaas...., - dcni<d 
dpia ill~ ..i aaia11,p tho 1tawwt u 1...., 
...... la .. ID llllllllqil and ID labar-apanm1 Arab 
...... Kawllll llldlJ ....,.. apmdy Innocent 
#ll.&1llllllllla1&lllayW111jalllrydle....,_papo­
.... ..,llleXllwlidlbydlelnlqi 11111J.Batililpanof 

vast haired for 05 throughout lhe Arab world, and would greaJ powers arc grown-ups who have the obligation to re­
no doubt result in decades of increased terrorism and lack ward or punish chjfdren so as fO make them beh:ivc prop­
of cooperation by Arab stalCS. We would, by dc.fcaling an erly. This is exactly the attitude that grates on Arabs who 
Arab nru.ionalisl sune, strengthen Islamic fundamental.ism. want lO be treated with dignity. rnstead of seeing Iraq as a 
lraq would ianain a cruel dictal.OrShip run by cronies of sovereign nation tha1 has taken military act.ion for cco­
Saddam. By reinstating the government of Kuwait. we nomic purposes, Lhe president treats Iraq as if it were a 
would m0ame the hatred of the poor 1oward !he rich child gone bad, who has become !he neighborhood bully 
lhroughout lhc Arab world, and lhus inc= instabilily. and should be properly disciplined by lhe grown-ups. The 
And the price or oil would go thn:,ugb the roof. Even the issue of the Rumailah oil fields and I.he two islands has 
closest thing lO a victory doesn't look very vicwrious. ln DJ1ematively been discussed in the media jn 1emis of"sav­
thc debate over whether lO go lO war, very liul.e time has ing face." Saving face is a very different concept than 
been spent clarifying what a victory would be. And if .. vic- upholding Arab dignity and insisting on being 1rcatcd as 
!Ory'' cannot be defined, neither can "WOJ"lhwhile sacri- an equal, not an inferior. 
fie~" 

Tht Arab Vie_·wpoint 
The metaphors used toamceptua.lizc the gulf cri­

sis hide the most pcw,•erfuJ political ideas jn the Arab 
world; Arab nationalism and Islamic fundamentalism. The 
lirst seek! to form a racially•bascd al1-Arab nation, the 
second, a theocratic all-Islamic sLate. Though billerly op­
posed toonennolher, they sharcagre.i1dcal Both arc con­
ceptualized in family tcnns, an Arab brolhcrhOOO and an 
Islamic brotherhood. Both sec brotherhoods as more le,. 
gitimllC lh3n e.x.1sting SJ.ates.. Both OJC at odds with lhe 
state-as-person mcUphor. which secs currently existing 
stale! asdistrnclenuties wilh aright to ex.in in pclJ)CtUity. 
Also hidden by our metaphors 1s pe:rhap, the most impor­
tant daHy concern throug.houL the Arab world: Arab dig­
nhy. Both political movements ate seen as ways to achieve 
dignity lhrough unity. The current national boundaries :JtC 

widely perceived as working :igainst Arab dignity in two 
ways: one internal and one external. TilC int.c:mal issue is 
ltle division between rich nnd poor in lhc Arab world. Poor 
Anbs 9CC rich Arabs as rich by acc11ICJ1t, by where lhc 
Brililh happened ID dnlw Lhc lincslhalcrcalCd !he contem• 

What is Hidden By Seeing the State as a Person? 
The State-as-Person metaphor highlighlS the 

ways in which states act as units, and hides lhc internal 
s1nJc1ure of the state. Class structure is hidden by this 
metaphor, as is ethnic composition, religious rivalry, po­
litical panics, lhe ecology, the innuence of the military 
and of corporations (especially multi• national corpora­
tions). Consider "national interest" IL is in a person's 
interest ID be healthy and s1rong. The State-as-Person 
metaphor translates this into a "nn1ional interest" of eco­
nomic health and mililary strength. But what is in the 
"national interest" may or may not be in the interest of 
many ordinary citi1.ens, groups, or inst.itulions, who may 
become poorer as the GNP rises and weaker as the military 
gel.t stronger. The "national in1crest" is n metaphorical 
concept., and it is defined in America by politicians and 
policy m;ikcrs. For the most part. they arc innuenccd more 
by the rich than by !.he poor, more by lnrgc corporations 
L1Uln by small bu,iness, and more by developers than eco­
logical activists. When President Bush argues that going to 
war would "servo our vita.J national inicrtsl!", he is using n 
mctnphor tha1 hides exactly whose interesLS would be 
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Atrocities Past 
Excerpts from the Vietnam War Crimes Inquiry 

Page Dougherty Delano 

These testimonies from the National Veterans lo allude in our stories to all Vietnamese as Communists, load village.~ suburban v1Uageof Oanang.. They went 001 
Inquiry (NVI) on U.S. War Crimes in Vietnam, held in not only dehumanizing them but indicting them as some- and scarfed hc:rup and brought her m and Slmply put her UJ 

Dcccinbcr l970, were read in10 the Record by Congress- thing that we were programmed 10 fear and abhor. Every then:. There were no facilities other lhan a wooden bench 
man Ron Dellums. The NV! Wll.$ organized by Tod Ensign dead Vietnamese was coumcd as Viet Cong, because they which stood on. hkc a SJwhorsc.-.on which she could 111., 

and Jeremy Rifkin oflhcCitizcnsCommissionoflnquiry, would no1 be~ if they were not Viet Cong, whether sleep do what.ever she wanted to. There were no lOJlet 
and was followed in Jan. 31-Feb. 2 1971 with the Winier I.hey were nine1y years old or six mon1hs old. The body facilities. There w3S no food and no wata. And lhe ,dc:t 
Soldier Investigations organized by Vietnam Veterans count W3S any pool of blood, and ( used to think that, per· was th.:>.t she should stay there unul she talked. when they 
Against The WfJI in Detroit, when more ve1erans tcsLified haps mull.iplicd by seven. The v.illagers were desuoyed or had weakened her .. I was on the compound one Wly and the 
nboul lheir role in war crimes. Encouraged by I.ho horrific forcibly removed to New Life HamlclS - which is what - a tieUlcnam so.id to me. I want to show you wh.3.t we're 
revelations of the My Lai massacre, in which U.S. soldiers lhey were called• which were nothing more than conccn- doing with so-and-so whom you. whom we got from your 
raped and murdered over 500 Vietnamese in one after- tration camps with barbed wire and machine guns. The rcpon I.here. Come on over next door and I'll show you 
noon, many veterans sought to reveal their own act.ions. huts were IOO close, there was hardly any food • which the process. And when we went over and they had set thu 
The auempt in all of lhcsc hearings was to show not only forced beggars and whores of once-proud fanncrs._. hootch up within the week. And I.hey wcrequ,ieproud of 
the magnitude of the horrors innictcd upon the Vietnam- Now, what's an atrocity? The k.iUing down of the foct that they were just leaving the people there to 
csc people, but to show lhat such activities were siandard one man running in the field'! Well, in other testimony, siarvc. I said, well, we'll just leave her Lberc untiJ she 
ope.rating procedure, and were condoned if nol com- whenever you napcd [napalmed) a village, the vdlagers talks. They did leave her there for about ten days until, fi. 
mnnded by the highest levels of the miliuuy. were running from it. hclicoplCrs would shoot lhem down. nally, she w::is so weak that she c.ouJdn't respond LO any-

The excerpts presented here :ire only a few from Underlhcgencral operaUngproccdure •.. anybody running lhing, and at that point., they Just sent her back to her vil­
thcmany testimonies of men and women whopanicipatcd mus1 be a Viet Cong or he wouldn'lrun from you. It was lagc and called 1ta loss. got no information from het. 
in and observed war crimes in Vietnam. There is much not taken into account that he might be just scared to {A male prisoner was picked up]. He~ pw in 
that is unknown, and certainly even more that is forgo1tcn death .... And so I.hey were shot down in the field as they the same hootch with the four cages, m nnother cage., and 
by the public. We arc expec1cd to forgive if not forget were running through the paddies. No, these were the he w:JS forced 10 lay blCk on lhe 0oor with htS hands tied 
complctcly,and now we arc faced with a new war in which general rule, whether it was the shooting down or one m311 behind his back. And lhey would inscn a bamboo peg - a 
the tonnage of bombs dropped and artillery used is unpar- or whether two villages were hiL wooden peg, I'm not sure ifit was bamboo- a wooden peg. 
alJclcd in history. The extensive cover-ups, mystification, Floor: You're absolving the CO (Commanding Officer) of u dowel with a sharpened end, into Lhc sc.micin:ularcnna.l 
and lies from the Vietnam war may begin to shrink in com- the battalion as just doing his duty understanding orders, of the c:.>.r, which would be forced into the hC:Jd hulc by 
parison 10 the U.S/'Allics" war against lraq. arc you? liule as he was intcrrog.ntcd. And eventually, did enter the 
Mike McCusker, correspondent, Vietnam, 1966: I was McCusker: I'm absolving him as, in essence, the s:ime brain and killed LhcsubjccL They never got nny viable m­
trained in Rccon, which meant I.hat I became a jumper, a way I'm absolving myself. That he was just as much a form"J.Lion out or him• they cnllcd th:u :i loss. BUI m tu1y 
parachutist, scuba, and all the other John Wayne varieties. victim of the. rigid suuc1urc in which he was involved, case lh31 was one thing t.hal was a standard opanung pro­
In lhc two years th111 t was ac1ive I was what was called :i which especially his whole career wns involved Dlld so he ccdure __ I won't dcscnbc the ringing up or \he retq,honc 
oornkt~n, Cocaho.6idLMwi...-Divi3ion in Vi- was frozen within lh3l position and could not do much sort of thing lO \he. woman's brc:ut niwtcs and the men' 

:n;~:,n;:~lh~~~~~ Chu~. Jn lhnLpo iti~l.wu_A..,,nd"'1-fc
6
11""a g:a7':nsc of powerlessness.... . ~~~~ o die :,.:=,u'.~,c~mc~y:;:;:_,:;;:i;;;.. ..... -..il 

My job wllS essentially 10 cover lhings up from Kenneth Osborn, are.1 intelligence spcciafis1, Vietnam, was the one of inscrung the dowel mio 1/tc e.ar.\ 
the press, lO be the PR, and come off with I.he Marine 1969: .... They hnd two hoo1ches right there on that 3rd 
Corps looking like a shining knight on a white horse. ff Marine Amphibious Force compound which were devoted Pag~ Doughuty Delano is a doc10ral s1utkn1111 lk Eltg• 
Mylhing was coming up that would embarrass the Marine to interrogation and they used the following modus aper- lish Program. SM teachc..s a1Baruclr College. and tsc«d­
Corps, we were to take rcponcrs someplace else and make :llldi: atone point I had described a ccnaio individual of a iting an Wueo[Viemam Gcncmuon on U.S. war en.mu;,. 
sure that they didn't know aboul iL The general lrend was Vittnam. dut in April, /991. 

Metaphors of War 
fromprevious page 

served and whose would noL For example, poor people, 
especially blacks and Hispanics, are represented in lhe 
military in disproportiona1ely large numbers, and in a war 
Lhe lower classes and those ethnic groups will suffer pro­
ponionally more casualties. Thus war is less in thein1ercst 
of ethnic minorities and the lower classes than the while 
upper classes. Also hidden are the in1cres1S of the military 
itself, which are served when war is justified. Hopes that, 
after 1he cold war, lhc military might play a smaller role 
have been dashed by I.he president's decision to prepare 
for war. He was advised, as he should be, by the na1ional 
security council, which consists primarily of military men. 
War is so awful a prospect that one would not like to think 
that military self-interest iiself could help Lilt the balance 
to a decision for war. But in a democratic society, 1he 
qucs1ion must be asked, since the justifica1ions for wnr 
also justify continued military funding and an undimin­
ished national political role for Lhe mili1ary. 

Energy Policy 
The Suuc-as-Person metaphor defines health ror 

the stntc in economic terms, with our current undersumd­
ing of economic hcallh taken as o given, including our 
dependence on foreign oil. Many commcn11uors have ar­
gued 1hnt II change in energy policy to mnkc us less de­
pcndem on foreign oil would bo more rational than going 
to war to preserve our supply of cheap oil from 1hc gulr. 
This argument mny have a real force, bul It hns no meta­
phorical force when the definition of economic hcolth Is 
taken as fixed. Aflcr all, you don'tdenl with nn aunck on 
your hcahh by changing the dcfinil.lon Qf hcullh. Mctn-

phorical logic pushes :i change in energy policy out of I.he 
spotlight in the current crisis. l do not want to give lhe 
impres.sion thatall lhat is involved here is metaphor. Obvi­
ously lhcre arc powerful corporate interests lined up 
against a fundamental restructuring of our national energy 
policy. What is sad is that they have a very compelling 
system of meiaphorical thought on I.heir side. [f the dcba.le 
is f ramcd in terms of an attack on our economic health, one 
cannot argue for redefining what economic health is with­
out changing the grounds for the debate. And if lhc deOO.lc 
is framed in 1erms of rescuing :i victim, then changes in 
energy policy seem uuerly beside the poinL 

The "Costs" or War 
Clauscwit2's metaphor requires a calculation of 

the "costs" and the "gains" of going to war. What,exoctly, 
goes in10 that calculatio11 and wh:it docs not'! Ccno.inly 
American casualties, loss of cquipmen1. and dollars spent 
on the operation count as costs. But Vietnam taught us lhnl 
thercarcsocinl costs: trauma to fomiliesnndcommunitics. 
disruption of lives, psychological eITccis on velerons, 
long-term henhh problems, in addition to the cos1 or 
spending our money on war ins1end or on vital social needs 
at home. Also hidden arc politico! costs: the enmi1y of 
Arabs for mnny years, nnd the cost of increased 1crrorism. 
And barely discussed is the moral cost thin comes rrom 
killing and mniming as n way tosculedispulcs. And lhcrc 
is the moral cost of using n "cos1" meinphor nt all. When 
we doso, wequrunify thccffcctsofwnrllndthus hide from 
ourselves the: qunliunivc reality or pa.in and death. But 
1hoscnrccosts to us. What is most ghoulish about Lhecost­
bcncfi1 cnlculn1ion is thnt "costs" 10 the olhcr side count as 
"gnins" for us. In Vle1nnm, the body counts oflallcd Viet 
Cong were u,~cn a.Ii evidence of what wns being "gained" 

in the war. [)c3(l human bcmgs went on the profit SJdc of 
our ledger. There is a IOl of Ullk of American deaths as 
"costs", but lraqi dc.:iths aren't mentioned, The meutpbors 
of cost-benefit accounting and the fairy tale villain !Cid m 
to devalue of the lives of Iraqis, even when mos.1 of lbosc 
actually killed will not be villains at all, but simply inno­
cen1 draftees or rcscn,ists or civilians. 

America as Hero 
The classic fairy Ullc defines what consti1u1c., a 

hero: ii is a person who rescues an innocent victim and 
who dcfcais nnd punishes a guilty and inherently evil vil­
lain, and who docs so for moral rather than ,-cnat reasons.. 
If Amcricaswts a war, will it be runction1ng as a hero., It 
will ccruiinly not fit the profile very well. First, one of~ 
mrun gools will be lo rcmstntc "lhc. lcgiUm'3.lc go,'CtO.tlk!Ol 
orKuwn.iL"That means reinsl3ting anabsolutl! mOIWt'h,~ • 
where women arc not accorded anything rc:,;:cmblm rea­
sonable rights. 11nd where 80~ of the pc:orle lmng m the 
country arc foreign workers who do lhe dttut'\l jobs and 
ru-c not :xcordcd the opportunuy to become c11.i.zcns. Th.ti 
is not an innocent vicum whose rescue mak us bCTolc.. 
Second, the oc::tunl hum:m bcmgs who will suJTcr rrom an 
nil-out nuack will, for the mast p.,n. be HU'l('C'cnt pcop&c 
who did not take p.111 m the atrocuJCS ,n Ku .\IL K.tllll\8 
and maiming o lot of innocent bySLlndc.n m the process of 
nnbbing o much smaller number of ,·1tlDJns not mske 
one much of a hero. ThITTf, in the sclf. \k:fcr\SC s..."t'nano, 
where oil is tll issue, Amcnca u [k;l.1og in us sc.lf-,ntt".R";SL 
But, in order 10 qun.liry as: B tcgmmatc flt.n:, 1n lhe l'CS:IJC 

sccnnrio. it must be 1x·11ng s:clllc..~y. ThU>. lhcl't'. b a 
conundicuon bt:1weco the lf•intcrcstro hero of I.he lf­
dc[cnsc se<110t10 lllld Lhc pwd llkss hefQ oflhe l'C!CUC 

NHIMJl.i'aon~Jl 
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I Negri Interview I 
_ from page 7 _ 
■L~~..; _______ ..;;,;;.:;,;,;,;.. ______ fo■u■nd■.i■,i.,■dcs-tro-Ycd.,,~l~t's~t00dangcrous. Itissmolhcrcd. 

.., will combine. 1'hll is lbe qucsaicm we med in New ofl.hcir ~ponsibllity, but lhe fact of t.hcir repression. An We don't know how to prevent lhoL 
,,__ofUb,q. The wud ""alliance"' (the original Ulle cffon is under way to eliminate lhosc who have the now 
,-.New Lina of AJHa,,c~) is ambiguous. II is usually ardutic power to disscmin3lC ideas on am~ scale .. :ro­
..S1Dtelcrtoallianccs bet.ween sa:torsoflhesvneclass day, inOucnce functions incrc3Singly on a m1cropohLJ':'3-l 
•between diffacnt classes. WJa is going on now is not level. This will also be true of the passage from socinl 
•alllaaceiD dlltsemc.bu1 1 process of rKOmposition of work to lhc production of revolutionary subjectivity. ll 
_.. dtal ca 

110 
longer even be said lO constitutc 8 cannot rcsul1 from lhc actions of an intellectual. or of WlY ,.._._.dais. .. u MD bas bc:cn socialized in the way individual. There will be no more .Leo ms. Whal w~ 

• Mte ba:D descnbiQ&. lbca it is 00 longer possible 10 Lenin? Lenin was Lhc representation ofa scpara1C work­
... dm c:ll:llicll Marxian disciac:Uoo bctwec:n produc- ing clau function vis.i:1-vil the rest of ~iet)'. The "_'Orie• 
Daadiepmdaclkm. Wbll tS tbe borne today? II is en- ing class was 3 minority. Lenin was the 1~ _that a mmor­
dmlJ lmplk:llmL 1mtiricmcd. cw:n up m lhe uruwy flow iry a,uld LranSform socicay. Hcnccf?~ n will hasc to be 
o(__._.._ A whole scncs of problans ansc. U wort the majorit)', Thal is• cause for opumwn. . 

.-- am ifacabOII for• spccir.c rrade is The imponaru issue now is not so much lbc function of ...,..,...::.if:'mwmmnabsuactiooandlb.i-lhcintt.llcc1uaJastbc~unctionorr,p~esU1.I.ation.. ~is 
--~ • lllda has become (WldameDW, a crisis in ~Ul.llon. Dcmocrallc repn:semauo~ _h3s .,.=.,,. ,chool regime is absoJuJCly cru- been emptied of ~y ~caning by the S1ruClWC of political 

..,,_,.• ,·'1111"."•· lie ...... al die aew bod of wortt:,. fl is no parties and orgnnwu.ions. and _by the s~twc of the me­dal...., d&I& m.11.11 be wpr;d. but the head. dia. Tbi.s01nalreadybeseen1nt.heAmcncaofilmofthe 
wartslledalesmos1beshlpcd. Tbe wortd3y is 1920s and 1930s. Citiztr, KMt. ~ an example_. 0c:mo-...,....,IDdly. . craticrcprcscmatJon as 1t was tradiuonallyconcc1ved as no 

.,,._ JD1 - •)'loa 1>c:ron: about Jhe csscnually longer possible. 

e daaacr' oftbc social worter is very true. 
cimpmiaiaaollhll 90C'W water is oo longer ruwon- BM: Jf it evc.rwas. 

ii a new intemational unification of work. 

TN: IL is true, ns you sny. that desire is ~onstituti~o of 
subjectivity. But there is o. dnngcr in spc:ikmg_ of ~cs ire o.s 
though it were indifferent to conten~ Desire_ is never 
something indiffcrcn1 or undefined. ll lS somethmg d~tcr• 
minnto. Dcslrc ls a machine, nn o.ggrcgate or dctenm~rue 
moments. It is o. principle of singulnrity and ~c1enn1~a­
tion. Polhically speaking, de.sire must be seen m ~1.at~on 
to the machine or state organization. State organ1zauon 
endeavors to place desire in a rcla1ion of subordi~ation_3:'1d 
functionalizaion. Desires constiwte new subJccliv1ucs 
everywhere. Some arc absorbed by the stale and smolh­
crcd, emptied or their vito.l substance. There ore pararnc• 
1as we can use to define these constitutive desires. For 
example the discourses on freedom that Lre3t it as a mrue­
rinl po1em.lal, a pou:nlial ror being. Concepts of alienation 
and ~ploiunion folk>w from lhnl The discourse on desire 
makes sense only ir desire is placed in the real, concrete 
com.ext of the muliplicity of powers and potentiaJs form­
ing the fabric of our experience . 

BM: You define freedom o.sa pQwertoact,apcnentiaJily, 
rather than a sllltic condition. 

111Dllbarlllldzlisundergoingaprocessofunification, in TN: R.igh1. If it did exist. it is now merely ridiculous. ~ut 
.....,pmtlln,ap &hea:mtml of the cost of production and we obviously can't talk about a nc"." ~d or~rescnumon AJ: What is the difference between freedom conceived in 
~ at labor-power around lhe world by the uni.ii we know wh.ol the new orgaDJ23llon w~_bc. In etas- this way Md the rrtedom produced by the state and state 
America blnb in charge of I.he Jntem:llional Moncury sicaJ phil~p~icnl terms, the formal con~iuons r?~ the media? Whal role docs free.dam have in your lhinking? 
Jlaad. BUI Jll'Ugles arise in different countries, Md they new orgM123Uon ~ISl. but not the ~tenal cond_mons. 
a11bew:ryt1gnificaru because lhey m fighting 1he$8.mc We are confronted by a form of social work that IS ha_lf ~: Freedom isthcontologicalenrich~cntofthesubjcc_L 
-.iacbmismofprodacoon. abstract and half absolutely singular1ized. It 1s It is the power.to ch~e bctw_cen possible~~- Max1-

cnonnou.s\y difficult lhcoretic:il\y to make the concct.ion mum freedom 1s having a maximum ofposs1b1liucs. That 

11M: lllislswbal ~al\ Wor\dwide \n\Cgr.llalCapil!ll• ~l":~ ::=:.",.~~~~f ~ ~o;;:u': ~::O~~n~~t~ ::i=~m ~r~f~~~t~:~~ !~ 
..,_ c1Qlt4'rsyJKooes.sc:sofnbs\raCUon. l\uon\hai.\cvc\lhm \1bcrallh<>Ui,htU>th!lllcngethalfrccdom. BuLwhalmcan­•_,,._/IWill.,,,,,.,._..,..... ~T&~ SmpJM,17andabsrtDct1ongo rng could freedom of the press possibily have when in lt­

ll:IJool..,,be&alblllbotltdw. Bui bandUlhmnd. S.iapbrity is in fact an abslract prosthesis. aly, fo,-enrnple. the press is oWned by two people, and 
~epa1dl#01110asp,,cDrogetha'! ldonot'lhintr/131i1issliJl~blet0~ofsingulariz:1- cousinsatthal? 

--•bmllmonlbeanehlnd,andlheconstruc- lion in the classical sense of a rci:crrilOrializalion, a return 
~•lllildmne1oruhe01ber. Tbeproa:.ssofmarkel to roou. Thal i.J nol at all whal lam talking abouL We AJ: It's the Sllllle in the English-speaking world. Rupcn 

........ aaaes cmndiction even as it unifies. In must ,,~ale lhc tcnilorrinJjty within which the new sub- Murdoch owns everything. 
CRldaa canndiclion. ii crcaacs singularization. Singu- jcctivity will grow. How can we foster this process? That 
llrity ari,es a1 a poinl of contradiction. and reaches its is the problem DclcuzeandGuanari iackle in A Thou.sand 
llm&bt wt.a lhc conlllldiction turns in10 an open anLD.go-Plateaus. Their approach is entirely consistent with my 
...._ The lingularity of lhc social work.er. ror e,rnmple, own, except that they place less emphasis on organizing 
mDD iDlo being al\el' lhe IU"Uggles of I.he mass worker had and critical cxpcrimcnuu.ion. One must begin to inclividu­
lltlllrd ialD an antaa,::,nism lhal capital found intolerable. o.LC certain toto.lly abstract rcterritorialii.ations a.s part or an 
WU& arpaiDlioaal form corresponds to lhc new solu~ organizational process, and new subjectivities will come 
dan1 1 claa"t know. \ do lmo'\II ttw the orgm,iZ3lional to c:x:cupy them. What is the body? That is the question. 
lwmollhelkiDed worker was lhc union. and lhal the or- Today's conception of the body is patently reactionary. 

TN: And what docs freedom of lhe courts mean when they 
arc controlled by corporations? What docs a free market 
mean when there is no longer any imaginable material re­
lation bctwcn labor and ownership, access 10 the market 
and access to equipment, etc.? The concept of liberty 
advanced in the liberal constitution is in ll'Uth a concept of 
slavery pure and simple. Freedom is something entirely 
diffcrcnc it is lhc free choice of individuals to do what 

........,i farm of die mass worker was au10nomy. What is the body, if not the relation between absuac.Uon lhey believe is right, and to light to bring it about. That is 
Wla II 1be ram. of orpni:wion ohhc social worker? I and singularization - the connection between which is sacrosant .)a._.._ .... The conndictions must be overcome becoming harder and harder IO make? What is lhc di.ff er-
........ ~ of new orpnizalional processes. encc between organization and the body? I really don't AJ: So the word freedom still has meaning for you. 

...... mu lbequestion ""Wbal. will the new 

ber the - tlw IXlfflC, to my 
will- .. ilT' 'Ibis bring,t us to Jhe 
IIIIIOCdloinldkclual lndli5knot.lnthe 

• doa the intdkctml man en thy 
arpniC. iDldkcwal no longer exi.st. but 

MID impllcud in tllat knol or production 
wbolistheirpllce? An:Jheyreduccdto 
II it lhe lmcUccmal who will conceive 

? 

... ..-.11111111t.-iltanoleconfusioo 
~-...u.c-L- Tho - ii IOmCllm,s 

lldlml _...,.,... in a ponicular mar-
11i111Dt-Tlxn.e,ayfnlntdlec-

111111...-111aar-y ...... -~--­........ ina::tmlllpolili-

...... "'• iDlla:lual ls 
........... illlodlc 

...., ....... arm:i■I 
.......... paolliclL ............. _. 

know. 

BM: Wha.t you are saying is thal the new coUcclive sub­
jectivity you discuss inNewSpaceso/Ubtrry is no longer 
bulll on clim consciousness 311d no longer implies any 
relation of representation. Docs that mean lluu it will con• 
stitutc iuclf on the level or the unconscious and desire, 
and thnl con~1ousncss will come after? 

TN: To some ~tent that is true. But we must be careful. 
This isnolan irrational process. It isa process of conrron­
bll.ion Involving concrc1e machines and desires. 

TN: Yes, i1 is profoundly meaningfol. Provided lhat it is 
connected 10 the thcm:u.ics of desire and of singularization 
in being. 

BM: Freedom. then, is a continuous process of creation 
rather than a state that is reached or the practice of ccnnin 
rights conforrcd by the state. Arc there times when il is 
nevertheless necessary to ally oneself with, for example, 
the socio.I democrats, to defend bourgeois freedoms 
against t1,e kind or emergency powers under which you 
yourself were arrcsLCd? 

BM: You arc using a new model or de.sire that does not TN: Yes, if they o.rc not interpreted simply as capitalist 
dcfme ii as i.mlional. freedoms, but a., irreversible gains won through rcvolu• 

tion.uy ac1ion, 3S collective possibilities opening lhc way 
TN: JI iJ in no way irrational. for a blossoming or individuals and groups. 

AJ: But who crcatcs lhe new human model thaL you have 
alluded co ID your writings. that new subjec1ivity that lhc 
111111: lims 10 amh • all cosu7 It seems to me that every 
lime this subjectivccollcctivii:y begins totakes •• cvcry 
tbne 1h11 IIDCODICioos process of desire begins 10 rcfonn 
11111 I DOW orpnlmion ii finally 00 the verge or l>c:i~g 

BM: Possibilit.ics 1ho.t the slate was forced to codiry in 
spite of itself. 

TN: Exoclly. Or course 1hosc fn:cdoms cnn enter inio 
contrad1cLion. The project of communism- which J be-

continued next pagt 
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lieve is the proJCCl of 311 of human hislOry - is 10 create 
forms of compatibiluy between freedoms. Freedom is a 
singulariz.ing phenomenon, but it lS also a phenomenon of 
socialization. There has ne\'cr been any incompatibility 
between freedom and communism. Never. 

AJ: That was another word 1 wanted 10 ask you ubouL In 
the opening pages of The New Spacu of libtrry you de­
scribe how the word "communism" has been betrayed and 
heaped wilh infamy. Ir tha1 is the case. why call lhat fight 
for freedom communism? Uthe word ho.s become so infa­
mous, why use it? 

TN: Because it is ruu of his1ory. Today, what is com­
monly called communism is nctua.llysocialism, and some­
times not even that The distinct.ion between socialism and 
communism was fundamental for me and my generation. 
SociaJism meant when property was abolished and each 
received according to hls or her merits. Communism re• 
fcncd lO the final fonn of production, when the human 
community became a iotaJity within which each received 
according to his or her needs and desires. The Soviet sys­
tem is still called communist. when it has nolhing at a.II to 
do wilh communism. This causes lCrriblc confusion . 
Hatred is directed against the word. IL is a sad situation. 
Not only has communism been beb'Uycd,soho.ssocial1sm. 
The utopianism of communism as a positive project has 
never entered historical and collective experience. To 
speak or communism, certain conditions must be mc1, 
namely the socialization of work, desires, and possibilities 
of rreedom. The world today is ripe for communism. Tiiat 
might sound a bit rhetorical, bu1 we use the word because 
generations of revolutionaries grew up on it and fought for 
it., and it is they who have safeguarded our rrccdom. 

Ji=l•Uil=I;• 
traordinarily imponanL 

BM: But iJll 'tan anti-state Mantst an anarchl.Sl? Why do 
)'OU reject that lnbcl? 

TN: Because 1 think anarchism u ucd to a socll.l org,anWI• 
Lion that no iongcrcxU~. in wh.ich there was .o. high degree 
or solidanty between dlffercnt seccors. II ts true that anar­
chism provided great 1mpeuu 10ward n far-reaching con­
ception of revolution. But anarchism has sohd1fied into 
somClhing negative in rcvoluuonary consciousness. In 
particular, the anarchist.!' rc.sis1ancc 10 what the lat.er 
San.re called "praxis process" was quite negauve. Anar­
chism - perhaps this applies to Marxism as well - did 
not understand that.capitalism could tum into fascism. into 
somclhing truly monstrous. In ordcc to fight fascism you 
need higher forms or solidarity and organization. I like 
anarchisLS. But I sec them as people who throw themselves 
ata powerful enemy anncd with sticks and stones. Today 
we are not confronted by fascism, but by forms or democ­
racy policed by the horrendous overdctcrmination of nu­
clear power: the power to destroy the world used as black• 
ma.ii to ensure order. Wemustorganizca.11 of social power 
ag.iinst lrulL An.u,::hism is not equal to iL 

AJ: ls il possible 10 do that democratically? 

TN: All I know is that we have to lr)' as hard as we can. 
We need to base the struggle on individual rights, fully 
exercised in an open democracy. There is alwnys the dan· 
gerof railing inlo mystification when the word democracy 
is used. It is not a mystificaLlon as long as we arc clear 
about what questions have been lert unanswered. We must 
experiment - on rcconstitutinl( a new subjccLlvity, new 
forms or organization, and new forms of rcprcscnta.tion. 
Those are lhc three crucial problems. 

■ 
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Lakoff: 
War as Metaphor 

frompage9 

sccn:ino. Fourth, Amenco may be a hero to the royal fan.• 
hes of KuwaitandSnud1 Arabia.but1L wdl nOlbea hero 
mosLArabs. Most Arabs do not thmk in u:rmsof our meta· 
phors. A gJeal many Arabs will sec us a.,a k.md of co1orm1 
power using illegitlmntc force ag:unstan Arab brother. To 
them, we will be villains, noLhcrocs. Amcncaappcars as 
classic hero only if you don't loot can:fully at how ti.: 
mCUlphor is applied to the SllU3.UOfl. IL IS here tlw the 
Stale-as-Person metaphor foncooru m a way Lh:U. hides 
vital trulhs. 1lle Slate-as-Person metDphor hides the mter­
nal structure of stalC.5 and allows us to thmkof Kuwait uo 
unitary entity, lhe dcrenscles:s maiden 10 be rescued m the 
fairy talc. The mct>phor hides the monan:hocal elwaaer 
ofKuwait.,and the way Kuwaiustrc31 women and lhc~ 
majontyoflhcpcoplewho live an thctrcountry. TilCSwc­
as-Person metaphor also hides the mtcrrol suucwre:s or 
Iraq, and lhus hides the actual people who wdl moslly be 
killed. maimed, or otherwLSC harmed m a w.i.r. The same 
metaphor also hides the inu:maJ structure or the US. and 
lhcreforc hides the fact that IS the poor and mlllOnlJCS who 
will make the most sacrifices while not ge1unganys1gmli­
cant benefit. And it hides them;un 1dc:1s LhatdrivcMiddle 
EasLem politics. 

Thing.sto Do 

BM: In an interview in L'Aum: Journal you spoke of the 
oblivion revolutionary struggles have been consigned to, 
and lhe need to reviveo.collective memory of them. Is that AJ: Whal recent French thinkers have inOucnccd you? 

Wa.r would create much more suffcong than ll 

would allcvl:11e, and should be renounced 1n tbtS case on 
humanit:lrian grounds. There is no shonngc of ollem:iuvcs 
to war. Troops c:in be rouucd out and brought to lhc mun­
mum level lOdetcran mvaslon of Saudi Arabta. Economic one of your motives for using the word communism? 
sanc.Uons can be conunucd.. A. scnous q1ou:m or uucrn.r. - ...... TN: Yes. TIIC question orfflCl®l'Y lucinatcs me. hftall 

should be studied more. How tS ii. erased, :md how LS 1, 

reconsti1uted? What interactions take pince between 
memories, between st.ratiftc:aLions of memories, and the 
struggles that develop at various times? It is very impor­
tant 10 find a way or thinking about thai. Some incredible 
things have happened in Italy. Fully a third of the popula­
Llon emigrated between l890and 1914, and not a trace of 
it is left in official memory. It's unbelievable. Italians 
populated the United Stats, Argentina, and later Australia 
Halr of Sao Paolo, a city or founccn million people, is of 
Italian extraction. New York is heavily Italian. ll wo.s the 
defeat of soulhem Italy lllld the unification of the counlr)' 
that brought it on. There was famine. There had been 
extensive agricullwal and industrial acLlvi1y in the south. 
Then the northerners came, created a domestic market for 
their own products, and reduced the south to colonial 
status. The people's resisi.ance was to nee. Ask an intel· 
lcc1ual, someone like Martin Scorsese, what his memory 
of it is. At most. a land.scape! 

, er m o 
from him is that he 1cnds to overlook the metaphysical saving" for Saddam 1s bcucr than war. As pan of n com­
dimension of totality and aniagonism. Thru is very much a promise, the KuwaitJ monarchy am bcsacnficcd 311d clcc• 
part of Spinou, and it is worth rcLaining. lions held In KuwaiL The problems of nch and poor Arabs 

AJ: Do you think that the French philosophical corpus of 
the last 1wcnty yC3J'S offers, not a consensus, but a series or 
responses to the problems we have been discussing? There 
is a debate going on in the Uni1cd StalCS about whether the 
thought of French thinkers like Foucault, Dclcuze, and 
Derrida really provides new tools to help understand the 
knot of complexity we havereforrcd to, or whclher it was a 
transitional phase lhat we must move on from. 

TN: I think it is both. Rcccm French philosophy is o. con­
Llnuation or the post-Nietzschcan project of German phi­
losophy or the first half of the century: Husserl, Hei­
degger, Wiugcnstcin. In keeping with the traditional inde­
pendence of French thought, that project wus given a spe­
cifically French vocabulary thnt was often enriching, as 

must be addressed. with pressures plllCCd on the KuwaJU.S 
and others IO im-cst significantly in development to help 
poor Arabs. Bala.,c:e of power solutions within the region 
should always be seen as moves toward rcducmg, nOt in­
creasing armaments: positive economic incentives can 
used, together with the lhrcatof rcfus:il by us and lheSov1-
elS to supply sp.ue pans needed to keep hi-tech m1htary 
wcapQnry functional. 1r there. is a moral to co,ne oulof thc 
Congressional hcanngs, it as that Lhcrc :ire a lot of vay 
knowledgeable people m this count.ry who h:ive though1 
about altcmnlivcs to war. They should be Lnkcn scnousl) 
S! 

George l.akolf is Professor ofllngwsru:s aJ IN U,u11Umy 
of California at BuUley and i.Jfrcqu.e.111/y •scll!n"" Ill IN 
virtual radiry of compwcr nerwor.t.s 

AJ: Do you think thal the media plays an imponant role in 
this process of forgetting? 

was often liked to moral questions. Avo\'e all, French phi• • ---------------­

TN: Yes, now it docs. Before, in Jutly, it wo.s the schools. 
The first I hcardorcmigrnlion was in 1968, when the int.cl• 
lccmals and students began to work w1lh southerners 
employed in the factories of the north. lmellectual labor 
went into establishing the cont.inuitics, but il w~ too late. 

AJ: So you use the word communism 10 keep alive Lhc 
memory of that hislOry. ls that 31so the reason you re.Lo.in 
Lh word Marxism even though you no longer believe in lhe 
working class as a vanguard? 

TN: A lot or my friends have stopped using the words 

losophy is philosophy in the bedroom; 1t is phtlosophy for 
nonspccialislS. I bc:li\·e that thnt IS very 1mportn.nL 'These 
are also thinkers who c,;penenccd the cnsis m Marxism. 
Therefore in a certain way what they have done isa rcpcti· 
lion or nineteenth-century phil~ophy. Their responses to 
the crisis in Manusm were h1ghl original. There 1s Fou• 
cault's structural response. which redefined rc.sislllnCc 3t 
increasingly marginal levels. And there is Dcleuzc's apol• 
ogy for singulnrh.ation, which I find wonderful. Then 
there is Derrida's critique of the crisis In epistemology. 
Marxism was prc.$cnt in the debate, in its So.rucan and 
Althusscrinn forms. There thinkers weren't simply ac:n.• 
de.mies; they were there in lhe bedroom. 

communism and Marxism, o.nd I sec their point But AJ: I like th:it imngc. 
Mnrxism is still a very importo.m technical 1001 of analysis. 
We need to remember that. We shouldn't throw... TN: h's not meant 10 be bcliuling. A U'Cmcndous amount 

or research was done, p:inicularly if you think of Foucault, 
AJ: • , , the baby oul wilh lhc b.llh water. especially his work on historicnl discoounully. 

TN: In particular, we shouldn't throw ou1 Mo.rx's Mm- AJ: ltehangesevcrything. 
ism a1ong with the Soviet intc,prctnlion of it, which is 
truly vile.' The Marxism I know, Marx's Mu.nism, Is ex• TN: The discourse ordi~ntinui1y was already present in 

Nie1ZSC.hc. Sartre's thconcs or hctcronomy, hastoncaJ de­
velopment. and the conversion of eJfecis tnto causes 
the mt.egrauon of lhat reading of ptul~y mlD Ftencb 
thought 1 think Saruc's book on Gcnc1 .muc:1paia many 
ln1cr developments and 1s of enormous 1mpon!lllC'C m me: 
history of philosophy. Bochelard's StUd~ or quSt~ 
logical d1sconunuity followed, and ¥.ere ccmral to Fou· 
cault and the phtlosophy or singulanty. 

AJ: So you lhmk recent French philosophy b:l$ mlde fun­
damental com.ribuoons. 

TN: Yes. But Ill Lhcsnmc bme ll is only. ~\OOln,g. \\c 
must forge nhcad. Pcm.,ps the mQSl ,mponmt bool. oC all 
is A Thousand Plateaws. It as m many wa the culmma­
tion of postw:ir phtlosophy. It IS the d<f,mll,Jn oC 1plaluu 
from which IO launch a rt'COllSINCUOn.. H.isLoncal da.scono­
nuit.y must be seen in a fu~ ~\,: u dL 1'hal u 
t.hcoptimismofrc:ison>,1; dlSCUSSC'dai~brg1nrung.1t1S 
possible to make a leap 
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Aronowitz: I don't know 
wbo argues for cutting 
bealth or safety. And I 

· will argue there is no dif­
ferentiation between cut­
ting funding for environ­
ment or health: these are 

■ 

fundamenlal needs. These are needs that transcend any­
thing else, and if you are culling health, education or the 
environment, you are going to make it much more difficult 
for lhe city to maintain itself. 

Splinter: Those are fundamenlal resources for the future. 

Aronowitz: Exactly. So, when these people, the Gover­
nor and the Mayor and the administrative agencies actu­
ally ask for budget cuts without protest and without con­
ceiving alternative fund-raising, I feel that they partici­
pate, they become part of the problem and not the solution. 
Now, the problem is that one has to then convince this 
chancellor. We don't have a president at the Graduate 
Cemer so we lack an articulate well trained spokesperson 
ro actually represent our interests. We are in a bind in that 
respect A lot of changes could take place between now 
and the political appointment of the next president We 
have to convince the department chairs and the Graduate 
Center administrators to be serious and maintain the cur­
rent budget-City University should not be cut We the 
unions, the social welfare agencies including education 
have made proposals for tax increases. 

Change, creative change only takes place if not in the 
context of friendship at the very least in the context of sta­
bility. I mean of economic stability. When you have eco­
nomic deprivation and all people are concerned about is 
deprivation. And our Union, I mean thePSC, our chancel­
lor, and the best people in the system, can think of nothing 
but job preservation. Now, I think job preservation is very 
important Especially my own. No, seriously, it's not that 
unimportant But if all we talk about is job preservation, I 
lhink we wil\ miss the point of lhe university at the mo­
m.enL And \hal.'s why l wanted to talk to you. Everybody 
is sort of assuming, you know, my arse is not goint to be 
caught, T'm gonna be safe, I'm tenured or whatever. 

The next thing wiJJ be proposals to increase the work 
loads. There will probably be proposals such as cutting 
down the number of deans, putting deans back in the class­
rooms, increasing the work load of some of the faculty. 
When you increase the work loads of the faculty to three to 
four courses, you then reduce scholarship. More egre­
giously from our prospective, you begin to bump adjuncts. 
Because in addition to trying to cut down the number of 
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ceive of a democratic 
society a, a sphere in 
which exchange and 
negotiation of differ­
ences between commu­
nities takes place, the 
multi-cultural educa­

students, which we've seen in th.e newspapers, budget cut­
ting will cul down the number of faculty, eventually. They 
will try to cut down the number of adjuncts by making 
faculty work longer in the classroom. Now, we were not 
hired, although this might be considered rather controver­
sial, exclusively as full-time classroom teachers. One of 
our responsibilities, is to be intellectually creative and 
productive. How do you go to the classroom if you don't 
have the time not only to prepare the courses but actually 
have time to write and do original research? Increasing the 
work load in the classroom doesn't give us a hell of a lot of 
time for research. 

tion has to be the proving ground, the training ground for 
that kind of dialogue and exchange. 

Aronowitz: I think it's misdirected to believe that what 
we ought to be doing is recruiting people of color and 
women to become ordinary mainstream professionals. 
There are people who have said that to me that this posi­
tion is very arroganL But I think the real opportunities, 
I'm speaking simply on a vocational, on an occupational 
basis, are in the exploration of new form~ of knowledge, 
new forms of community exchange, new kinds of educa­
tional curricula 

Splinter: Yes, but isn't that consistent with the type of 
technocratic vision we have talked about? 

Aronowitz: Of course, if you are not interested in the 
broad areas of cultural development, if you are interested 
in training, then you won't be so concerned with work 
load. 

Splinter: You know that I am in agreement with what you 
are saying, but I think the problem or the counter-argu­
ment will be that you haven't explained the line between 
cultural development, as you tenn it, and democracy. You 
will have to demonstrate that people from the South Bronx 
are allied with us against the technocrats and that there are 
some democratic principles at stake here. 

Aronowitz: You see, it is my experience that the Gradu­
ate Center is one of the few universities, certainly the only 
university in New York that has a considerable minority 
enrollment. We recruit community leaders to Lhe Gradu­
ate Center. There"s a community organjzer from 
Bronxville in !he Sociology program of the Graduate Cen­
ter. There is the head of the South Bronx based J;>ueno 
Rican Immigration Project, a sociology graduate student. 
There are people who have been active in the Lower East 
Side, in housing activities, who are graduate students 
doing studies of their own communities and their own ac­
tivities. 

Splinter: But I think that multi-cultural education is inher­
enLly linked to a democratic society because if you con-

Splinter: There is another pragmatic reason when looked 
at from the opposite point of view. The committee for 
Cultural Studies did a survey of one year's job listings 
posted by the Ml.A, the year ending in the Spring of 1990. 
It indicated that positions were fillable some 60% of the 
time by graduates trained in what we call here at the 
CUNY Graduate Center Cultural Studies. Which is to say 
inter-disciplinary programs, programs in which one often 
needed to teach Latino or Black or Asian or Women's lit­
erature, rhetoric programs, programs that ran along the 
dividing line between the humanities and the sciences. 
Anybody who thinks that people studying in this merged 
and joined way will not be employable is dead wrong. 

Yet people might want you to point to something tan­
gible within CUNY. As far as the Graduate School is 
concerned, what would you point to? 

Aronowitz: There is nothing tangible. Let me just tell 
you, in '75 there was a proposal to terminate the Graduate 
Center. it was floatedin the Je.ltisla111re <incl in the State __ ...,~ 
Education .Department. Harold Proshansky had go up 
there and lobby like heU to presenie, to save the Graduaie 
School. We haven't got anybody yeL lam trying u, wk. 
about this because we don't have anybody. Who is going 
to go to save the Graduate School to explain the reasons 
that the Graduate School is valuable to the people of the 
City and State of New York. That's the issue that we have 
to address. Now somebody will come along and say: "Oh, 
Aronowitz is full of shit", terrific. Then let Cuomo deny it 




