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At the second meeting between the Steering Cornrni ttee of the Bedfonl-Stuyvesmri:; Coalition~ 

and :represc-mtative members of the Board of Higher Ed.ucationr the latter ( together li:L th 

the Chancellor) , m:p:res,.,ed their esserrtiaJ.;_;1 agreement ,-ri th us in our contention that the 

Black Community of Brooklyn :Ls entitled t0 a coi~lm.i ty-controlJ.ed Senior Collee;e 0 Spe-

~ r cifically, they made explicit statement of their intent to worlc in concert with uo toward. 

1 achievement of this e11d«> 

) 

I Unfortunately, there has ai'isen Hhat ue might, cha:dtably, describe as a I ton.:;t cha:ract<3r-

izing subsequent meetings P which leads us to have sor:ie concern over uhether er not the 
1:;?,,~)M<L 

BH.E :-i.ss in fact, as dedi.cated as it initial1y led us to believe it was, fi'.!Ii '"°''king to 

achieve tl'>.is goal .. 

The possibility that such a change in attitude is•:taking place;;,forces us to r.eaffirm ~-

the original position tal;:en by this cor:,n:n.IT'.i ty at its first, open meeting, last \Tinte:.::: 

WI~ H.EJ'.SC'I' A 'l'WO-YEAR COE'tITJHITY COLLED-E iw HJ:illllCN'l'LY Ilffi';jUOR, AHD .Alff OFFER. WHICH El-lDS 

ONLY IN 'ITd{J:, AS GROSSLY INSULTING .. 

' 
The. pre--college education T \ -; h i:1:·--~--;::~~~,.;':'>'")-;c\':":''.~'':1'~·~:r.-r·i -- ava:LlnbJ.e to '<l~l-C A .. -r~,_., --!.~..;:...;.,.,._,-~~~:r~ ..... , ~>I- t:b.is commu.n:i. t~ 

has, for years, been characterized by the stigma of inferiorityo He vow1 therefore, that 

we will not tolerate a repetition of the type of s:i.tua tion in higher educ;t)_y..on with 

1-rh:i.ch we have been saddled at the secondary level, whereby the inferior vocational nncl 

general c1_;.rricula are all that lvls been open to 9Cf)~ of our youngsterso Yet, the Malac;ous 

situation in higher educft'eJon wou.ld be to limt its presence in our area to the equally 

inferior comn1m1i.ty collegeo 

Allow us to be presuxnptuoun enoueh to anticipate the probable objections to this 



conte,'1tiom First t ,·Te would ask each Board me!:lbe1· as 
-t:;..u.r/f',$';. ~t-'-l·t/:),.~°9,?~ aj.£"/41.7,:.., 

an inc.i vi dual, ·:.-k.=t.7 he would w:i sh · 
J\ 

to send hfs 01-m children? We would thon ernind the Boat"d that they have officia:Jy- given 

iinplici t admission of this inf erior'i ty by esta1)1ishing loH ,r adni.ssion standards to the 

junior units; and, nost significantly 9 b r paying their fa.cul.., enbers of equal rar,k 
''q -~t;-Ql.r 

lm•;er salaries at the two.-year schools than they do in thei:c senior instHu"ciom:;!) 
/\ 

We would al co cite as merely one specific index of this inferiori tyv•- but a ingle 

index of such groscness, that it should suffice,,- the follo:n.ng: At Kingsborough where, 

de ·pite the rationale with which it was established, the student body it serves ir:1 

ar,yth:ing bu·c '1disadvantaged, 11 its attrition rate ( using the str:Lct efini tion of th 

tern1, "attrHionf 11
) in its third yea:rr was :i..n excess of 9{;;,0! i'his, we would re·nincl 

l,</7/;,<J...., 
the Boardr

1

:p 1·1tJ a figure true of a school where the population, a~ the tii':le, uas 

only J.O,,i non-wnite ancl 11disa vantaged! 11 

~JJ 
<-T',.:-'"}~l/ 

If the Board insists that if an institution is to o~n hero on schedule 9 t-'.lJ.:::J it must 

" 
open as a Community College (if only because its first yero.• o~ two of operation has 

been been pl'edicated upon an assumption of the availability of the addi tionD.1, ~'~k 

support from the State which goes to institutions bcaTi. '.' that c.esig:nation) f we will ,.;~~ 
accept the;:_,leg-i tim~cy of i~]=:;T~Z::'.'~J;fi.iEI'3~"'.~:J.:.'i-:i!:i.2.~~~;::,:;.:~5:;_ {1:~ this contention, 

an explicit t111derstanding t}1at the four-yeaJ.'r Sf3nior :i.n.s· itutic-n will operate under 

~ 
the sane comm.mi. ty-controlled governing boa-tl as the initial ti-ro-year uxd to This 

" 
will allow the Bom•d a more than am.ple two years in w •• ich to ~rtarf he machinery which 

rrlll result :Ln esta lishment of the four yorr:r u11i. t~ especially since it hB.s not seemed 

to req,·ire more thru1 a yero.• to establish senior colleges serving vhl te corru:nunitioso 

If the Board is umrilling to• establish the four year, ~.;:;::io1· college-~ we refuse to 

grant that it is 11u:ri...a'ole to! 11- let it be 1.mde:rstood tho.t this coorami ty will not allow 
- ..• fl.' 7-. i .,\ ........ • .J ✓.-1✓ p"'-.e 

• • _.u,;,1,:,;11>~'Jt,,,w'; v.. · tZ,:Y··r, • ".,.. ~...,."'..~.'): ~ • ~ . W""! • -- , 

itself to permit a repetition of thel'lsituatiori \·,:iereby H-,J.""0:;..:~9' :i.,.~self sada.1ed with an 
r I ' ()-,"'?.-..,.(__ 

i.Va4.. 
inf0rior edu.e:%ion progrc>::1, because of a. mistcl:en be2.ief t_mt second re:te schooli:r::e ·: 

~ 



-\. ...• 
·:;;;1 better than none .. Let is be clearly understood that if the Board of lliehcr Ed-.;.cntion 

insi"'ts, out of a misguided, a11d anachronistic sense of noblesse oblige, to impose the 
.', 

(\ I £'l'atuitous joIBult of n pern1enent junior college in our midst, ue will do ever thir.g 

{ V :possible to discour<lzc that cfforto 

[ 

Franklys we cannot 1derstand why the Board would do this& At the aforementioned meeting, 

its President, and tho C):lancellor both,. each p8rso:rfJa:.i!J ad.r:iitted the past1 guUt-·a 

albeit a 'guilt' by ol!rl.ssion- of the Board 1.n fa.Hin£; to prov'ide equitable, public 

higher- ed.uctaion to the 4afo of th.i.s city ,·rhich :i .... classed f'IS non-Caucasfa.n,. It has 

fit to es ~2.blis11 10 i1:sti tut:i.ons of higher learr.i:n.g offering 

or s 01m fig,.1.resp serve ft1ll•-t:i.m0, mat-ricula.ted 

Indeed~ when one: notes that the tradition of w',.ich public · 

higher eductaion in New York Cit· is 1:iost proud to boast~ :i.s the tradition of prov:Ldine 

I the means of upua cl aceess to th.i.s C·i y s 11 1ew r:opulations$ 11 a refusal to give its 
1;?".-:..-!~·-

l,ar0•r,r•t bJ ack :7-:1·-:~0,••;• w a senior college~ c1.m o .y lead us to · ssl.l.Ll.e that t}iis 'trad.i-~ 1::-.;> .... ~J •• .,.. ~-"'·~· _, _,.,_ .... ;o~ •. "' 

t:i.o~, 1 011.y holds true i·rhere such a 'nenr pop1.Llat:l.on 1 :i.s whi ta. (It does not ecc1::pe 
/Vf"VJ--:/-½J'-,.;..;.!/4J,, t 

notice in tl}is ccm.r.!uni ty 9 t~1ous}1 ':-.. t .. oe with a nome ·rhat bei,n. sed irony, that even the 
Ii 

'comn1.m:i:ty1 of 35,0::0 unifor~1ecl lau et1..force;:i.en,.; officers-- less tha11 l();b of the 

population of just t.1:i.c one ghetto-•~ has been clcenecl .-rorthy of neri ting its o~m 

sem.or C:i.ty Umvers:Uy institution :Ln the Jo.r,11 Jay ColJ.0ge!) 

Our der~ a serd.o:r college c2.rr·ic:5 vl t, it a.11 [:\Cccptancc of tho redi ty tru:.:1':'" a 

senior ins ti tl.rt:i.on~-- a.-id especially a new one~- cannot po2.sibly off er a total spectnm 

nan<late that ere its ca:r-ned in the tmuporn.1·y ccmr:n.mi ;y col1oge, and late1· dtcring the 

:Ohs l, t·wo :rears of the serJ.or insti ~J.tior .. , must be accepted a.s ful.1:r 

througj1out t 1e City University syste:c~" Th.:.s will enatJ.e those of 01.1.r youngsters who !,tri<>!,?Z.,; 

frE:~,;hman anu. son. C:-i:io-re 'reru:s ho:r·o J:7:,:-:;•:":T£~~~ in order to remecly t}L • .. I~· .... -..- ... ~ .... -~-~ 

0/~;-l.//-/---•:Yt,:-;7-
def:l.ciencies ii:.:i;,osed upon them in their eler:::enta.l"y and secondary schools, ©~ v 

-1/J'A'' v.,~k:!"' 0 c .. 
wl.sh to en,e::. major pror.;ra!.1s of stu .y w_rich t:his new school does not offer{' t:3 trD.nsfcr 

l\ 



·-4-

1,:i. th ut any fear t Lat the lack of articulc. .;ion resulting from i1l'ce:r--inst · tuUonal 
Ck'-t-1":t.A.i <,,...A.,.,..;;7:J 

jealonsieu, or other causes, HP.ich/\'~, .... .;::-;;..;::;!;:_:r frequently results in gross credit 

losses when trand'crring bet.men constituent CUNY units, ,,r.LJ.l affect then in such 
·r.-...~··• ..... "';, 

a senseless ancl ti11e->Tasting ,;ay C, 

(1) 

(2) 

a corrrnurd. ty-cont:rolled seni01· college. ~fo Hill accept a two-year postpcnemerr in 
:i.ts eotabJ.isrunent, dur:i.ng u!:ic 1 time a tcmporm.-y, cor.::n.mi:by-controlled, Co.:1'.'.ltu1:.i.!cy 
Collsge will operate, proviclng it is clearly u:c.d.orstood ·t'"1'.J.t this junior co_let;e 
will be repl~ced. , __ ·y the senior institution~'\ .-,,, _-1 

'/ .R-t"'t-4 Cf",'.,!. a_ 
a Bo.ax .. of Higl1ei' :C:clucation rdinc which imposes u;im~. ~ .. :.''J'I sen..i..or college (·r;:J:J::~·l) 
Ctli~:=-\ff,,;f!r} the requirement of gr&'1ti.ng fullp parity ✓i3.c ·ept&"lce to all c:r.ec.Hs 
earned b any student in the temporm·ary two-y2a1· co J.0gc, and in the 1OiF'l' ·hm 
yeai's of the senior ins ti t-ution, who trru1sf ers to another CUfT u:ri t., 


